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Stockbridge Football Club
Glenn Curtis (Chair)   07585 112523
Greg Willcox (Hon Sec) 07768 266288
Email:  stockbridgefc@hotmail.com
Stockbridge Music
Tim Lowden      810601
Stockbridge Parish Council
Richard Foord (Chair)          810648
Clerk: Sue Hobbs
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com
www.stockbridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Stockbridge Pharmacy
Posh & Usha Leal                 810624
Stockbridge Police Station
(Non emergencies)        101
Stockbridge Primary School
(incorporating Stockbridge Pre-School)
Emma Jefferies (Head)          810550
Stockbridge Rec Ground
Paul Barker(Chair)      01794 389131
David Barnes (Sec)               810516
Stockbridge Surgery           810524
Out of hours urgent treatment or advice
Hants Doctors On Call   freephone 111
Stockbridge Town Hall
Kim Candler (Chair)            811776
On-line bookings
www.stockbridgetownhall.co.uk
or phone                   01264 513299
Test Valley School (Head)
Louisa Hiscock                     810555

Longstock & Leckford WI
Micki Nadal        810567
Neighbour Care    0845 0943713
Please note: Calls cost 7p per minute
plus your network access charge.
New JAM
Lyn Woods             350846
or Pauline Webster      810827
Pastoral Visitors
Tony Sheppard  (Chair)     810200
RBL (Houghton branch)
David Williams (Chair)      811072
Iain Bell (Sec)             811636
A McMeekin: Poppies        810236
Rupert Trust
Alasdair Cox          810311
Scouts
James Smith         07815 580634
St Thomas More Church
Canon Paul Townsend  01962 852804
Stockbridge Church Flowers Sec
Angela McMeekin              810236
Stockbridge Community Cinema
Paul Kidd             811179
Stockbridge Country Market
Micki Nadal                        810567
Stockbridge Court Leet
Guy Boney (Lord of the Manor)
                     810614
Diana Tym (Bailiff)         810363
Stockbridge Dramatic Society
Mark Frank               810562

Beavers
Frances Waghorn     01962 776048
Bell ringers (Longstock)
Chris Reynell              810569
Bell ringers (Stockbridge)
Gerald Lambert              810664
Brownies (meet in Chilbolton)
Julie Shone               01962 761269
Church Mouse Books
Briar Philips                    810838
Community Responder
Mandy Henley                     810874
Cub Scouts
Mo Collins          01256 895534
Organist and Choir Mistress
Dawn Williams                   810724
Joyrides Shopping Bus
John Musters               810459
Kent Hill Hall
Rebecca Ferris         810658
Leckford Parish Council
Dawn Williams  810724
Longstock Garden Club
Clare Bramley                    810432
Longstock Mayflies
Jo Oliver-Hawkins              811186
Longstock Neighbourhood Watch
Charles Grieve                   810580
Longstock Parish Council
Chair: Sophie Walters         810171
Clerk: John Musters             810459
Longstock Village Hall
Selina Musters                  810459

St Nicholas Leckford
Churchwarden
Dawn Williams              810724
Deputy Warden
Les Creed                      810969
Roy Watt     810846
Hon Secretary
Sue Mansergh               810731
Hon Treasurer
David Barnes                 810516

St Mary Longstock
Churchwarden
Madeleine Hedley            810284
Deputy Warden
Vacant
Hon Secretary
Richard Robinson          810388
Hon Treasurer
Garry Hedley             810284

St Peter Stockbridge
Churchwardens
Geoff Cox        810054
Pauline Webster      810827
Deputy Warden
Angela McMeekin       810236
Deputy Warden & Hon Secretary
Tony Lyons            811789
Hon Treasurer
Barbara North            810732

The Parishes of Stockbridge, Longstock and Leckford
Rector: in vacancy

 Phone no. 01264 810810
Website: http://www.2day.ws/stockbridge

Licensed Lay Ministers: Sue Holligan 01794 388484, Howard Rowe 01794 388400

All Enquiries, including enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please contact our Churchwardens, see details below.

This Magazine: 11 issues a year: (£8 if paid in advance, £1 per copy)
Editors: Frances Candler 811776, Jennifer Kidd 811179

Distribution: Sylvia Shepard 810603 ; Advertisements: advertstockmag@gmail.com
February copy deadline: 15 January 2018 email: editorsstockmag@gmail.com
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From Revd Mike Norton

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

             Christina Rossetti

Dear Friends

People will soon start asking that difficult question, “What do you want for Christmas?” In a Church
Magazine Christmas Vicar’s Letter I once said that I’d always wanted an Aston Martin for Christmas but
never got one. I neglected to specify that I’d wanted a full size one and so I ended up with several Dinky
Toy Astons left on the Vicarage doorstep! My parishioners really showed they cared!

It has always seemed odd to me that Christmas is the only Birthday celebration when we give presents to
each other but not to the one whose birthday it is. Of course Jesus did receive presents at His birth,
though quite what the Holy Family did with the Gold and Frankincense and Myrrh the Bible does not
record. If the shepherds gave a lamb as the writer of the carol ‘In the bleak midwinter’ imagined, I wonder
what happened to that? Best not to ask perhaps.

Too many sermons have been preached already against the commercialisation of Christmas and the
secularisation of the religious festival of Christmas so I won’t add to them. The sermons don’t seem to
have had much effect anyway! Christina Rossetti, was saying that she couldn’t compete with the Wise
Men’s gifts and she wasn’t a shepherd so she couldn’t give a lamb: all she could give
was her heart. If that seems a bit over sentimental for you to think of as your Birthday
present, at least give a moment’s recollection of whose special day it is.

Happy Christmas

Mike and Jean

P.S. I’m not fussy about the Aston’s colour!

This month’s footers - The Christmas Story for Children  (originally devised by Sally Insley for Christmas 2012)

Potting Shed Cuttings for December & January 11
Prayer for the New Year      35
Prayer for December       31
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Stockbridge Practice News      21
Swimming Reindeer        19
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Governance Review       17
The Column for November      35
Trout ’n About Presentation Evening   17

Advent: A period of waiting      31
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Andover and District Older People’s Forum  25
Art History Course        25
Benefice Diary for December/January     34,35
Christmas Word Searches      29
Christmas Word Searches - Answers   32
Church News                31,32,33
Editorial                6
From Revd Mike Norton            3
Letters           27
Magazine Subscriptions       23
Mayfly Vintage Furniture      21
NT Ranger, Catherine Hadler writes   22
PCSO Cathy Williams reports                9
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Local Events December and January

Once upon a time, a long time ago . . .

Test Villages
 University of the Third Age

Wednesday
6 December

Christmas Party
Our Guest Speaker is wildlife author

 and photographer
Dr Michael Leach

The Natural History of
Christmas

   tickets in advance (£2pp) from Paul Kidd, email:
paul.kidd51@gmail.com

Longstock Village Hall at 2pm
 Please see www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk

or ring 01264 860492 for details
and to find out more about Test Villages U3A

and our special interest groups

Longstock & Leckford WI
December

No meeting - Christmas Meal

January Meeting
7.30pm, 23 January

Stockbridge Town Hall

Anyone can paint a tiger -
trust me!

A talk by Mrs Heather Wylde
All welcome

Please contact Micki Nadal, 810567, or
Sylvia Shepard, 810603, for further information

The Royal British Legion
Houghton and District Branch
Contact David Williams (Chairman)

01264 811072,
or Ian Bell (Secretary)  01264 811636

Social evenings are held on the first Thursday of most
months in the Grosvenor Hotel

New members are always welcome

   Stockbridge
  Community

Cinema
Stockbridge Town Hall

Tickets £5.00 from
 John Robinson or Garden Inn or online via

www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk (£0.75 booking fee)

THE RED TURTLE (PG)
Friday 19 January  8.00pm 1hr 20mins

SCC Annual Report 7.30pm
Free drink or ice cream from

7.00-7.30pm with your film ticket
A remarkable animated film for all age groups about a
a man shipwrecked on a tropical island inhabited by

turtles, crabs and birds, which recounts the
milestones in the life of a human being.

Oscar nominated: Best Animated Feature Film of the Year
Cannes Film Festival: Special Jury Prize

THE BIG SICK (15)
Wednesday 24 January

4.30pm and 7.30pm
Comedy/Romance (1hr 57mins)

Pakistan-born comedian Kumail and grad student
Emily fall in love, but they struggle as their cultures
clash. When Emily contracts a mysterious illness,
Kumail must navigate the crisis with her parents.

Longstock
Garden Club

Tuesday 12 December
7.30 at Longstock Village Hall

 A talk by Charlie Clarke on
 Bougainvillea the British Way
This will be followed by hot mince pies

Tuesday 9 January 2018
A talk by Kelvin Mason on

Pruning Shrubs and Climbing Plants
Please contact Clare Bramley 810432

for further details

MATTHEW BOURNE’S
SLEEPING BEAUTY (U)

Sunday 4 Feb 2017
4.30pm and 7.30pm

Filmed live ballet - tickets on sale from Jan 2018
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. . . in the city of Nazareth in Galilee . . .

Local Events December and January

JANE  AUSTEN  SINGERS
Directed by Simon Lillystone

ADVENT  CAROL  SERVICE
6.00pm

at St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER 2017

Simon Lillystone, the new director of the Jane
Austen Singers, will be conducting his first
performance with the singers in St Peter’s Church,
Stockbridge on Sunday 3 December.

Founded 42 years ago by Tim Lowden, who
directed them throughout this period, this Advent
Carol Service has become a very popular fixture
attracting large audiences because of the extent of
their repertoire and the expertise of their singing.

Tim Lowden strongly believes that, under the
direction of Simon Lillystone, this year’s service will
witness new heights for the singers and should not
be missed.

Friday 1 December
from 4.30pm until late

4.30pm Father Christmas arrives
5.15pm Christingle Service at St Peter’s Church
6.00pm Christmas Lights turned on by Piers Morgan
  and Alex Lewis
7.45pm Carols at Old St Peter’s

Test Valley Brass Band | Longstock Hand Bells
Farleigh School Choir | Fire Eaters and Jugglers

Late night shopping
Festive food and drink aplenty

For more information please visit our website
www.stockbridgechristmas.com or Facebook page

www.facebook.com/Stockbridge- Christmas-
715644108471462/

Houghton WI

Monday 11 December
7.30pm

at Houghton Village Hall

Magic at Christmas
by Ian Kirk

This is our Christmas Open Meeting
with a Grand Raffle, Christmas Sales Table

and a delicious finger buffet
Cost to non-members £5.00

 Monday 15th January

Bringing Jack Home
by Rod Eggington

Visitors very welcome

For further information please call
Jane Anderton 01264 810928 or

Julie Harwood 01264 810314
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an angel visited a young girl called Mary . . .

Local Events December / January

Stockbridge Town Hall Events
Weekly
Mon   Pilates (Paula / Clare / Trish)
Tues am   Drawing Classes
Tues am   Jiggy Wrigglers
Tues/Thu pm Yoga with Jo Wheeler
Weds   Yoga with Dionne
Thurs am  Country Market
Thursday  Art Classes
Fri     Moo Music for Toddlers
December
Fri 1  Stockbridge Christmas
Sat 2-3  Antiques and Curios
Sat 2-3  Hawkmoor Books Ltd
Sat 2  El Tangueras de Corazon
Sun 3  Antiques and Curios
Sun 3  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Tue 5  HCC Conference Bookings
Tue 5  Alpaca Peru
Wed 6  Landscape Painters
Wed 6  Citizen's Advice Bureau
Wed 6  Cotton House Interiors
Thu 7  Stockbridge Parish Council
Fri 8-10  Capital Cashmere
Mon 11-12 Landscape Painters
Tue 12  Alpaca Peru
Wed 13  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Thu 14  Test Valley Borough Council
Fri 15  Alpaca Peru
Sat 16-17 Antique Fair
Tue 19  Alpaca Peru
Fri 22  Alpaca Peru
Sat 23  Help for Heroes

January
Sat 6  Antique Fair
Sat 6  El Tangueras de Corazon
Tue 9  Dreadlocks Antiques and Collectibles
Wed 10  Landscape Painters
Sun 14  Fun Run
Sun 14  Crawley Bachistas
Thu 18  Stockbridge Parish Council
Sat 20-21 Antiques and Curios
Fri 19  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Sat 20-21 Hawkmoor Books Ltd
Tue 23  Longstock and Leckford WI
Wed 24  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Thu 25-30 Art Exhibition

Stockbridge
Country
Market

For full details of December times and
events please see Page 15

Stockbridge Music
St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

7.30pm, Friday 9 February

Stockbridge Music will premiere an exciting
newly formed String Quartet

made up of internationally renowned soloists
Bogdan Vacarescu (violin),

Vanessa Lucas-Smith,(cello),
Akiko Ishikawa (violin), Brook Day (violin)

See page 18 for further details

Copy for Magazine
For about ten days before each month’s deadline

there will be a box at the back of St Peter’s
Church for paper copy.

Copy date for February Magazine:
15 January 2018

Please send emails to: editorsstockmag@gmail.com
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.. . . who was engaged to be married to Joseph.

Winchester City Festival Choir Concert
Saturday 27th January 2018 at 7.30pm

Thornden Hall Chandler’s Ford, SO53 2DW

Winchester City Festival Choir will perform the
PREMIERE of David Briggs’ God’s Grandeur, Leonard
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and John Rutter’s
Mass of the Children at their annual concert with
professional soloists and musicians.

Tickets are £15 (students £8)
from www.thorndenhall.co.uk, 023 8024 6555, at
the door and are also available from members of
the choir, some of whom live locally. More details
about the programme and performers can be seen
at www.wcfchoir.org.

Wherwell History Group
8.00pm Friday 19 January

200 Years of Gurkha  History
Gavin Edgerley-Harris

(Director, Gurkha Museum, Winchester)

Please contact Andrew Flanagan (Chairman)
01264 860 560 for further details

From the Editorial Team
As we put together this bumper edition of the
magazine, we realise just how much we depend on
others to bring this magazine to your door.  We are
incredibly grateful to everyone who contributes
articles, information and ideas, because it is you
who ensure the magazine is varied, entertaining and
relevant.  We would like to thank the production
team who put the magazine together, the delivery
team who put the magazine through your
letterboxes, and those who ensure we balance the
books - every one of you is a volunteer, and we
really appreciate your commitment and support.

And to our loyal readers we send Christmas
greetings and wish you all a happy and peaceful
New Year!

Frances Candler and Jennifer Kidd
01264 811776 or 01264 811179

or email editorsstockmag@gmail.com

31st Stockbridge
George Skeates Fun Run!

Sunday 14 January
at Stockbridge Town Hall
(Open 9am - Race start 10.15am)

All proceeds go to Odstock Spinal Unit and
Wessex Cardiac Unit,Southampton.

Support with donations and raffle prizes
welcomed

Enquiries to Jeremy Crossman 01794 500600
or email: jebcrossman@gmail.com

Wherwell Singers Christmas Concert

The Nativity
Saturday 9th December, 7:30pm

St. Peter & Holy Cross Church, Wherwell
Join the Wherwell Singers as we

celebrate Christmas with a programme
of choral masterpieces old and new,

including works by Byrd, Victoria,
Rutter and Pärt, plus traditional carols,

mulled wine and mince pies.
Tickets £10 on the door or available

online: www.wherwellsingers.org
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The angel Gabriel told Mary not to be afraid . . .
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. . . as she was to give birth to a very special baby boy.

Council Vacancies
If you are a local resident and are interested in playing
a part in shaping the future of Stockbridge please
consider joining the Parish Council.  There are always
areas of concern - parking in the High Street, speeding
on the approaches to the village, planning issues etc. -
and we really need an input of fresh ideas and energy.
It need not be a demanding role time-wise, just one
meeting each month, plus as much engagement as you
can afford in areas that interest you. There are
currently three vacancies, and if you would like to
know more, please speak to any one of the current
councillors - see bottom of next column for contact
details.
We are currently interviewing for the role of Parish
Clerk and hope to have someone in place by January.

War Memorial
Quotes from structural engineers specialising in
conservation work have been put to the War
Memorial Trust.

Traffic
The Speed Indication Device (SID) is collecting some
interesting data, like the car clocked doing 72mph up
Winton Hill between 9 and 10am on a Monday
morning. The SID will work its way around the village
gathering baseline data to inform where and when we
should operate speedwatch patrols.

The cost of a full pavement for Winton Hill was
astronomically out of our range and so we met with
Tim Lawton, Head of Highways Operations at HCC,
to discuss kerbing a length of roadway up Winton Hill
to provide a safer walkway for pedestrians. The work
can only be done by HCC but they will not pay for it
as we don’t meet their criteria i.e. no casualties on our
roads.  Residents and businesses who wish to support
this work with a donation can specify whether they
wish to subscribe to a particular aspect of the project
or to the overall scheme for traffic improvement. If
you would like to make a donation then please contact
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com.

Planning
A reminder that If a planning application is on the
Agenda to be discussed and you have any comments,
either positive or negative, it’s important to let the
clerk or your councillors know about these in plenty
of time, either in writing or at the relevant meeting.
For those with access to the internet, you can view
planning applications at:
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/planningandbuildi
ngcontrol/viewplanningapplicationsonline/view-
planning-applications-online/

Alyson Lownie

Stockbridge Parish
Council Newsletter

From PCSO
Cathy Williams:
Unfortunately, we have
continued to see lead thefts in
the area. Since my last report
there have been the following
incidents:

Overnight 20th – 21st October two properties on the
High Street were targeted. Offenders then returned
the following night and revisited one of the properties.
On the 11th and 13th October two separate
properties were targeted in the early hours of the
morning. If you have any information that could
support the investigation into any of these thefts
please contact 101 ref: 44170441305.

I understand that this is very out of the ordinary for
the village and I am doing what I can to tackle this
spate of thefts.  You may see other officers in the
village during the evening and night time and this is to
try to identify offenders.

Also occurring very often at the moment are scam
phone calls, supposedly from HMRC. It is believed
that an automated message will state that you are
being investigated by HMRC and will then instruct you
to press #1 to take you through to an operator. This
person then encourages you to pass personal
information over the phone. If you receive a call like
this please ensure you hang up and do not engage at
all. Further information can be found on
www.actionfraud.co.uk

Our two Community Priorities set by the survey
completed a few weeks ago, include burglaries and
non-dwelling burglaries. There have been none in
Stockbridge; however, it’s always good to review
security. Ensure that ladders, mowers and other items
are locked away. Mark all items and register details for
free on www.immobilise.com. Fit alarms on the house
and outbuildings, keep structures in good repair and
consider covering windows and external lighting.
Please do continue to report anything out of the
ordinary via 101. We class these incidents as
suspicious but they can often give us very important
information or missing links to crimes.
Catherine.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Cathy Williams 15559

Parish Councillor contact details:

Richard Foord
Alyson Lownie
Iain Bell
Frances Candler
James Leslie
Russell Jackson
Sally Smith

01264 810648
07411 251698
07425 385511
01264 811776
07768 765778
07895 300465
01264 811631

jmfoordandson@tiscali.co.uk
alyson@lownie.net
bell597@btinternet.com
francescandler@gmail.com
jamsel@btinternet.com
jacksonrusselld@gmail.com
sally2210@aol.com
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He was the Son of God . . .
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. . . and his name was to be Jesus.

Potting Shed Cuttings for December and January

A new year and a new format for this article!
I will still be giving you a short calendar of jobs for the
month, but this year I’ll be concentrating on the
seasonal gardening questions we’re often asked on the
plant stall at the market.  If you have any questions
you’d like answered, please get in touch with the
editors and they will pass your queries on to me – and
I’ll do my best to answer them.

Can I plant out the forced, flowering bulbs I was given for
Christmas?
Most gardeners are very thrifty, so to encourage
forced hyacinths, narcissi and tulips to flower again in
your borders, cut off the flowering shoots, continue
watering and feeding until the leaves turn yellow and
die off.  Stop feeding and watering and allow the
compost to dry out.  Label and store the bulbs in a
bag or in their pot in a cool, dark spot until autumn,
when they can be planted out in border.  They should
flower again in a couple of years.  Cyclamen corms
can be treated in the same way.

Can I make my poinsettia grow again next year?
Most gardening advisers will say it’s best to just add it
to the compost bin and buy another, professionally
grown specimen!

We have a container grown real Christmas tree.  Can we
keep it until next year? Over Christmas, keep your tree
in a cool room for about 10-12 days maximum and
water as necessary.  After Christmas, either plant it
out to grow in the garden, or move into a bigger pot
each year (until the pot becomes too heavy to move!)
and grow on in a soil-based compost, not a peat or
peat alternative compost.  Feed and water as you
would any container grown tree.  Keep pruned into a
good shape and remove any dead or diseased
branches.

Do I need to mow the lawn in the winter?
If the weather stays mild and dry, you may need to
continue with gentle cuts, as grass grows when the
temperature is above 5°C/41°F.  This will also help
pick up any remaining leaves, which block sunlight,
reduce water evaporation and encourage fungus,
mould and disease in your lawns.

I don’t like ivy, why on earth should I encourage it?
Because allowing a certain amount of ivy in your
garden is vital for wildlife!  Its autumn flowers provide
nectar for hoverflies, bees, wasps, hornets and
butterflies.  Red Admirals rely on it for surviving
winter hibernation.  Evergreen ivy provides a safe
winter hibernation hotel for birds, insects and small

furry creatures.
Blackbirds, thrushes and
wood pigeons thrive on
its black berries in
harsh winters.  Its ground cover properties protect
soil from hard frosts, allowing wild life to forage in
winter.  So - at the risk of being unpopular - three
cheers for ivy!

Gardening Calendar for December and
January:

Sow under glass: onion seeds, winter salads.  Start
chitting early potatoes in January
Plant garlic bulbs
Lift and store root vegetables.  Clear away yellowing
brassica leaves
Divide rhubarb crowns in December
Start forcing a few established rhubarb plants in
January
Prune autumn raspberries, apple and pear trees,
wisteria and climbing roses
Take root cuttings of oriental poppies
Cut back grasses towards the end of January before
new growth starts
Remove old hellebore leaves
Keep off frosty lawns; keep clearing leaves.  In mild
weather you may need to continue mowing.  Ensure
blades are raised for a cut of about 2cm/1½”
Plan your flower and vegetable borders!

Micki Nadal

 We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and
mountain, following yonder star

Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable
- as it may be redeemed at a later date through
such organisations as 'cash for gold' etc, gifts of
frankincense and myrrh are not appropriate due to
the potential risk of oils and fragrances causing al-
lergic reactions. A suggested gift alternative would
be to make a donation to a worthy cause in the
recipient’s name or perhaps give a gift voucher.

We would not advise that the traversing kings rely
on navigation by stars in order to reach their desti-
nations and suggest the use of RAC route finder or
satellite navigation, which will provide the quickest
route and advice regarding fuel consumption. Please
note as per the guidelines from the RSPCA for Mr
Donkey, the camels carrying the three kings of Ori-
ent will require regular food and rest breaks. Face-
masks for the three kings are also advisable due to
the likelihood of dust from the camel’s hooves.
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 The Emperor of Rome gave an order that everyone . . .

- Driveways
- Patios & Block Paving
- Artificial Grass & Turfing
- Digger Hire With Operator
- Tree, Shrub & Hedge Planting
- Tree Surgery & Hedge Cutting
- All Types Of Fencing 
- Domestic / Commercial / Equestrian

Mob 07825616420 Tel 01264 781242

Email: tomhowells3@googlemail.com


Free Advice & Estimates  / NO V.A.T / Fully Insured / Experienced & Qualified 

National Diploma in Horticulture & Landscaping / Registered Waste Carrier 

Tom Howells 
Fencing & Landscapes

Larger font
version coming
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. . . was to return to their place of birth to be counted and taxed..

Ray Lobb - Christmas Memories
Christmas in the 1930s was happy but a
little bit austere. I remember when I
was about 6 years of age I got up very
early on  Christmas morning to see
what presents Father Christmas had left
at the bottom of my bed. I left the
largest parcel, which was about one

foot square, until last. What could it be? On opening it up
I found a bright red model of a London double-decker
bus. Fantastic! I loved playing with it. I would wind it up
and let it speed across the room. After about a week it
was screaming  across the room when the door opened
and my sister Barbara came in and stepped heavily right
on top of my lovely bus. It was crushed almost flat to
reveal that it had been made from a large OXO tin with “
MADE IN JAPAN” printed on it.

As a St Peter’s choir boy I was involved in many of the
Christmas things in church but some of us choir boys
would also go out carol singing around the town. Our
favourite houses to sing at were The White House, next
to the Test Bridge, where Miss Johnstone lived and
Colonel Kewley’s Little Dean House. We would sing a
carol and then  knock on the door to be given a few
pennies.  After about three visits to these houses Miss
Johnstone and Colonel Kewley recognised us and said
“Not you boys again!”.  But he would invite us in and  give
us a glass of ginger beer and a mince pie.

What is now “The Old Church House” used to be the
Baptist Chapel run by Chuckle Hale who had a clothes
shop opposite St Peter’s where the art gallery now is.
Once a week us kids would go there to watch his picture
Magic Lantern Show. As each picture showed on the
screen he would explain what we were looking at. But at
half time he would lecture us about the evils of drinking
alcohol. That is what it was all about! But the best thing
was that every summer he took us and our mums to
Bournemouth for a lovely day on the beach.

I remember Christmas 1937. My eldest brother, who was
serving in the Royal Artillery, had returned from serving
three years in Gibraltar and had brought presents for us.
Mine was a lovely brown wallet. Not many ten year old
lads had a wallet in those days. I kept it until I was about
30 when it was lost during my world travels in the army.

One Sunday, during the war, we Army Cadets were
carrying out a ‘search and evasion’ exercise with Jim Perry
and I taking the part of escaped POWs. As we were
creeping through the bushes on the far side of the Downs,
overlooking Chilbolton R.A.F Fighter Airfield, we
observed a man looking at the airfield through field -
glasses and a  boy of about 14 years of age writing things
down in  a note book. We put two and two together and
made a quiet departure down to Stockbridge Police
Station. PC Gore got right on to it and we were very
happy, and a little big headed, to be told later that the two

were arrested two hours later near Romsey. We were
never told who they were or what they were up to but
Jim and I always thought they were enemy agents!

Stockbridge Town Hall was taken over as a supply store
for NAAFI  and lorries from all units in the area queued
down the High Street to collect supplies. This lasted until
1942 when the British troops moved away and were
replaced by the American Forces. Thereafter the Town
Hall again became a place for a Saturday night ‘knees up’.
It used to be packed with several hundred people dancing
to Frank Barter’s Band. Apart from the dancing  we
youngsters loved the fights between soldiers - usually
over girls. One night I had had an argument with my
girlfriend because she was doing a lot of dancing with an
American.  After the dance I was outside when she came
out with the Yank. They came over and he grabbed my
arm and gave me a good talking too. Unbeknown to me
he was a good friend of her family and spent much time
at their home. Jealousy will get you nowhere! Her family
moved to Cambridge later and so that was that!

When my brother Rupert was killed in September 1944 I
tried even harder to get into the Army.  Early in 1945, I
was given my papers to report to the Depot at Norwich
for basic training and, after 16 weeks square bashing, it
was time to move. We marched down to the railway for
transit to Northampton, with ladies cheering and saying “
It’s ok lads it’s all over! Jerry has given up”.  Later, whilst
on a train going south in France and preparing to be
shipped to India, we were told that we were not going
any more because the atom bombs had made the Japs
throw in the towel. We were diverted to Italy and
finished up in Athens supporting the Greek Christian
Brigade fighting the Communists who were trying to take
over power.

After this I had 18 months in Palestine doing what our
present forces have been doing in Afghanistan. On my
return to the UK my elder brother Wilfred persuaded
me to join the Royal Artillery rather than joining the
Gloucester regiment.  If I had joined that regiment I
would probably have ended up in Korea and maybe
would not have survived to write these little memories.

I was stationed in the Manchester area where I met
Marguerite. We were married in 1951 and had our son
Stephen. I left the Army in 1961. I returned to Taskers to
work and retired while working at RCF Tools. Meanwhile
Stephen, who worked at Ordnance Survey, was sent to
the Oman where he met and subsequently married
Sondra, a New Zealand girl who was working there. They
went to live in New Zealand and we visited several times
before deciding to live there. We stayed for 15 years and
returned to good old Stockbridge.

I hope you have enjoyed my ramblings. If I think of more
I’ll jot them down and maybe there will be another piece
for the magazine!         Ray Lobb
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DARREN CUFF
HURDLE MAKER AND FENCER

All types of Timber and Hazel Fencing Products
supplied and fitted.

Hazel Panels, Continuous Weave, Arches
 and Hazel Gates

Timber Lap Panels, Closeboard Fencing,
Timber Gates, Posts and Ironmongery

Professional and friendly service
Please contact me for a no obligation quote

01794 388292 or 07825 917838

dcuff@darrencuffhurdlemaker.com
www.darrencuffhurdlemaker.co.uk

Alasdair John Cox
Carpentry Specialist

& Building/Garden Maintenance

Free Quotations/No Call Out Charge

No Job Too Small
Internal and External Work Undertaken

Fully Insured with references available

Just Call
01264 810311 or 07900 621842

Email alasdaircox@googlemail.com

No. 2 Manor Farm Cottages,
North Houghton Stockbridge SO20 6LF

Clean Sweep
Chimney Sweeps

Fast, Clean & Efficient
Reasonable Rates

Local Service

Contact:
01264 810802

. . .  So Joseph travelled with Mary to Bethlehem in Judaea . . .
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. . . but they could not find a place to stay where the baby could be born.

2017 sees the Market celebrate 20 years as an independent country market and each market in December
will be a celebration of our producers and the seasonal goods they offer.

Held at the Stockbridge Town Hall, the Country Market will be open on:

Thursday 7th & Thursday 14th
9.30am to 1.30pm

Additionally offering inexpensive festive light lunches, home-made soups and rolls, sausage rolls, mince pies
and mulled wine – invite your friends – bring your own bottle of what you fancy (no charge for this!)

Put in your orders for Christmas home-made specials!

Thursday 21st - 9am to 11.45am
Pick up your Christmas orders and listen to the talented Test Valley Singers performing a capella carols

 and join in with some well-loved favourites and browse our festive stalls.

Our producers love their specialties! Whether that’s cooking savouries, cakes or other sweet things like
preserves and marmalades that you can truthfully claim as “home-made” or measuring customers for
bespoke walking sticks which are beautifully decorated with polished horn handles! They even produce honey
from local bees and create crafts which would grace any national craft fair.  A recent arrival is a local artisan
cider maker, whose delicious Skylark dry cider has proved a real hit with customers – some of whom even
provide windfall apples to go into the vats!

In this special year we hope you will visit us to order food for Christmas, look for unusual presents and
delightful decorations and wreaths, stop for a coffee or mulled wine and a mince pie, or even ask our free IT
Help Desk for advice on any IT problems. Free Wi-Fi too – so bring in your laptop or tablet!
If you are interested in joining the team next year – either as a producer or a volunteer – why not get in
touch? Please ring Sarah Madden on 01264 811569 or email speverell@gmail.com

The volunteers from the Stockbridge Country Market wish everyone
a very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year

Stockbridge Country Market

Bluebird Care are honoured to care for the Stockbridge
Community this Christmas
Bluebird Care proudly support the Stockbridge Country Market and will
have a stall at the market on Thursday 14th December.

Bluebird Care is the Test Valley’s first and only “Overall Outstanding” Care Quality
Commission (CQC) rated Home and Live in Care provider.  We provide all types of care to help keep people in
their own homes throughout Stockbridge and are proud to have won numerous awards for our customer service
and high quality care.
Our ethos of only providing the very best care has even led us to winning ‘Care Coordinator of the Year’ at the
Great British Care Awards due to our fantastic continuity of care.
We are also the only care company to record all our customer care notes digitally. This gives great peace of mind
as our customers’ families can use their mobile phones to keep up to date with the care we provide to their loved
one.

For further information on Bluebird Care’s expert home and live in care services, please contact our friendly team in
our local Andover office on 01264 310 888 or andover@bluebirdcare.co.uk.
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Chilbolton Chair Company
Makers & upholsterers of fine quality furniture

● Bespoke hand made furniture
● Complete re-upholstery of all furniture
● Supply of a wide range of fabrics
● Curtains, blinds, soft furnishings
● Stock items available for sale

Unit 12B, Stonefield Park, Chilbolton SO20 6BL
Tel: 01264 861117

email: info@chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk
Mobile: 07582 850810 or 07961 800601

www.chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk

There was no room for them in any inn . . .
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Test Valley Borough Council
Community Governance Review
Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) is carrying out a
review which will look at the existing parish
arrangements throughout the Borough to see if they
should be changed in any way.  Changes could include:

● Altering the boundaries of existing parishes
● Changing the names of existing parishes
● Creating a new parish or abolishing an existing

parish
● Creating or abolishing parish councils
● The electoral arrangements for parish councils

(including the number of councillors and
arrangements for parish warding)

● The grouping or de-grouping of parish councils (and
consequential changes to their electoral
arrangements)

● The “style” of a parish (enabling an area to be
known as a town, community, neighbourhood or
village rather than a parish)

TVBC is particularly keen to hear from local people
and parish councils with proposals as to where and
how they believe parish arrangements should be
reviewed.  This is particularly important following the
introduction of TVBC’s new electoral arrangements
which have resulted in some anomalies between
borough ward boundaries and parish boundaries.
More information on the process of the consultation
and on current parish arrangements, including maps, is
available at www.testvalley.gov.uk/cgr.

There will be two stages of consultation. The first
phase will ask for proposals on changes to existing
parish arrangements. TVBC will use the responses
received during this period of consultation to draw up
draft recommendations for changes, on which there
will be further consultation.

The first period of consultation began on 13
November 2017 and will close on 29 January 2018,
and is open to all local government electors living in
Test Valley, and any other individuals and organisations
(including local authorities such as parish councils) who
“appear to have an interest in the review”. When
responding to the consultation you should take
account of two key criteria:

● Recommendations should reflect the identities and
interests of the community in that area

● Proposed changes will be effective and convenient

It is intended that the final recommendations, which
will include any changes to the current parish
arrangements in Test Valley, will be implemented in
time for the May 2019 elections.

This consultation is important in this area because
boundaries and therefore local representation works

more effectively if it reflects the local community.
‘Stockbridge’ (no boundaries defined) is seen by
TVBC as a ‘Key Service Area’ and as such an area
which potentially could sustain further development.
Residents of some parts of ‘Stockbridge’ are currently
represented by Longstock and Houghton Parish
Councils, but look and feel like Stockbridge residents.
Is the status quo sensible? What do you think?

Please note this consultation is about electoral
boundaries not C of E parish boundaries,
where Stockbridge C of E parish includes
properties west of the Houghton Road,
including Roman Road.

You can respond to the consultation by writing to:
Community Governance Review (Chief Executive’s
Service), Test Valley Borough Council,Beech Hurst,
Weyhill Road, Andover,SP10 3AJ
or sending an email to: cgr@testvalley.gov.uk

For further information about the review, and a full
timetable of the review process, please see
www.testvalley.gov.uk/cgr.  If you have any further
questions, please contact Sophie Tyldesley, Senior
Policy Officer, on styldesley@testvalley.gov.uk or
01264 368000.

. . . so an innkeeper took pity on them and let them stay in his stable.

Presentation
Evening

We were lucky with the weather this year and
Trout ’n About was again very successful, with a
variety of entertainment and over 120 stalls on the
day.  As usual volunteers nominated and voted on
donations to local causes and charities within SO20.
These were awarded at a presentation party on
23rd November in the Town Hall.

Stockbridge Parish Council - £1,000
Stockbridge Football Club - £1,500

Stockbridge Neighbour Care - £1,000
Stockbridge Country Market - £500

St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge - £400
Friends of Stockbridge Primary School - £400

Longstock Allotments - £400
Alex Lewis Trust - £400

Tania Casey
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News from Alex Lewis

First of all, let me apologise for such a long period of
time between articles.  My life two years ago was
beginning to take an extraordinary path.  A path that I
could never have expected four years ago when I was
lying in a hospital bed unable to move!

Fast forward to today and I’m busier than ever.  The
Alex Lewis Trust has continued to grow and the
support, both locally and further afield, never ceases
to amaze us.  We are very grateful and truly humbled
by it all.  It has meant that I am now in the process of
learning to walk on prosthetic legs.   It is a labour
intensive exercise but one that I am relishing.  It is
likely to take up to two years to master - so a long
process-but, if it means I can walk my Labrador or
walk my son to school, then the rewards are priceless.

I have set up my own interior design company.  It’s
something that I’ve always wanted to do as I want to
inject some modernity to the interiors in the area.
The architectural landscape is changing locally which
brings opportunities for a new style of design that
excites me.  I can honestly say that I’ve never had a
job that excites me until now!

The Trust has also changed.  We have purposely
stayed under the radar during the last few months as
we felt that we couldn’t keep asking for support in the
local area, especially when there are so many worthy
causes which deserve attention.  Subsequently we
have diversified and we now work with Imperial
College and Southampton University on varying
research projects.  They range from bionic hand
designs to a solar powered hand cycle that we
endeavour to test over in Ethiopia in 2019.  Working
with some of the brightest minds has given me a front
row seat at prosthetic development and a glimpse of
an amazing future for amputees globally.

Having sky dived two years ago I have developed a
sense of adventure!  I am now a civilian ambassador
for The Pilgrim Bandits, a military charity based on the
south coast, who offer injured servicemen the chance
to do some exhilarating challenges.  I have kayaked

around the southern tip of Greenland.  I have just
returned from kayaking down the Orange River in
South Africa and next year we intend to race tandem
hand cycles across 1,900 miles of New Zealand.  The
training for New Zealand will be full on to say the least
so if you see me cycling around the area please beep
your horn or give me a wave!  Unfortunately I can’t
wave back as my arms are attached to the bike but I will
certainly give you a smile.

I cannot reiterate enough that without the support of
the local community I would not be doing anywhere
near what I now see as the norm.  I have an incredible
unit of family and friends behind me spurring me on and
with such support from you all I will continue to thrive.

I look forward to seeing you all on the 1st of December
in the High St as I once again have the honour of turning
on the Stockbridge Christmas lights.  I have Piers
Morgan as my wing man but please don’t hold that
against me!

Contact Details:
Rosemary Court, Administrator, Alex Lewis Trust
The Greyhound on the Test, 31 High Street, Stockbridge,
Hampshire SO20 6EY
T // 07748301102
E // fundraising@alex-lewis.co.uk
W // www.alex-lewis.co.uk

When baby Jesus was born they laid him in a manger lined with straw . . .

STOCKBRIDGE MUSIC
At 7.30pm on Friday 9 February 2018 in
St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge Music is privileged to
be hosting the premiere of an exciting newly formed
String Quartet made up of internationally renowned
soloists, led by Bogdan Vacarescu (violin), prior to its
London launch one week later.  Allegri Quartet
‘cellist Vanessa Lucas-Smith, Akiko Ishikawa (violin),
Brook Day (violin) are the other members and they
are united by a mutual interest in performing music
rarely heard in today’s concert programmes, such as
works by Fritz Kreisler, Cherubini and Enescu.

The following week they will be performing the same
programme for their London debut.  Their
programme will include works by Kreisler and Grieg
which, to the best of my knowledge, have not been
heard before in Stockbridge.

We strongly advise people to come and hear this
quartet in Stockbridge because, once we have
launched them, we will not be able to afford to have
them back!

Tickets £14 available on sale now from:
www.jumblebee.co.uk/stockbridgemusic
Local box offices will start selling 6 weeks before the
concert.        Tim Lowden
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This exquisite sculpture of two
reindeer carved from a mammoth
tusk is the oldest artwork in any
British gallery or museum. It was
made at the end of the last Ice Age,
about 13,000 years ago, in the
Montastruc region of France. The
carving is a realistic representation of
the reindeer that roamed in great herds across
Europe at that time and the ivory is from an extinct
species of mammoth. Southern Europe was much
colder than today and most of the landscape consisted
of open, treeless plain rather like present day Siberia.
The reindeer and mammoths represented a means of
survival for the human hunter-gatherers living in this
region. Their meat, skin, bones and antlers and tusks
supplied food, clothing and materials for tools and
weapons.

The sculpture is about 8 inches long and carved from
the end of a curved mammoth tusk. The two reindeer
swim closely, one behind the other. The smaller
female is in front with her nose formed at the very
end of the tusk. She is followed by the larger male
carved into the wider part of the tusk. The ivory’s
curve allows the animals to have their chins up and
their antlers tipped back. Their legs are at full stretch
to give an impression of the animals swimming. The
male has a full set of antlers whilst those of the female
are smaller, just as the animals would be in autumn at
the time of rutting and migration to winter pastures.

The animals appear to be in excellent condition. They
are beautifully carved; the tusk was chopped to the
desired length, whittled with a stone knife and
scraper, polished using powdered iron oxide mixed in
water and finally polished with perhaps a chamois
leather. The details on the carving demonstrate a
skilled execution, using crudely made tools, from
acute observations.  In the British Museum there is
another carving originally found in the cave at
Montastruc, a spear thrower made from reindeer
antler, sculpted as a mammoth.

The sculptures were discovered by a French engineer,
Peccadeau de l’Isle, in 1866. He thought that he had
found two separate carvings of reindeer but in 1904
when Abbe Breuil saw the sculptures he realised that
the two pieces fitted together and were two parts of a
single sculpture.

The sophisticated compositions inform us that the
artists were interpreting their world through art. The
swimming reindeer appears to have no practical
function. Was it made for its own beauty or perhaps it
had another purpose, a ritual or religious use? Life
during the Ice Age would have been hard and fraught
with dangers, not least from the relentless cold. Why,
in these conditions, did man the tool maker turn into
man the artist? Objects like this sculpture give us an
insight into the minds of people far removed from us
but who we recognise as being very like us.

Jill Goodwin

Swimming Reindeer

Swimming reindeer carved from a mammoth tusk
 about 13,000 years ago

 . . . and he was watched over by an ox, a sheep and a cow.

Spear thrower sculpted as a mammoth
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Richard Steel & Partners
Family Owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Established 1860

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery

Alderman House, 12-14 City Road
WINCHESTER

(01962) 862333 (24 hours)

Over 155 years
of Personal Family Service

▪ A Choice of Funeral Plans  ▪

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

COUNTY MOLE
CATCHER

Traditional mole control offering
a fast & friendly service ~ No mole caught, no fee

No gas or poisons
A member of both the Guild of British Molecatchers

& The British Molecatchers Register

YOUR LOCAL MOLE CATCHER
Mobile: 07894 046263

email: judd@countymolecatcher.co.uk
For more information please visit
www.countymolecatcher.co.uk

In the distant hills they heard angels singing  . . .
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Mayfly Vintage
Furniture, Lighting and Homeware
Showroom
NOW OPEN

If you are currently
renovating a house
or love shopping
for antiques a
fabulous vintage
furniture and
homeware
showroom has
recently opened
just on the
outskirts of
Stockbridge.

“Mayfly Vintage” was established after years of
collecting vintage pieces of furniture and homeware
across the UK and Europe. Collecting pieces is our
passion and we wanted to share what we find. We
only stock items which we would have in our own
home and our style is an eclectic mix: reclaimed rustic,
industrial, French vintage, country house, mid-century
and decorative pieces.

The Mayfly Vintage team has an excellent eye for
finding original quality vintage items which we source
across the UK and Europe. Demand for our lovely
pieces has grown both locally and internationally.

Set minutes away from the centre of Stockbridge on
the picturesque Chilbolton Down Farm, on the A30
Stockbridge/Sutton Scotney Road, the 3,000 sq ft
showroom is full of vintage antique furniture and
homeware. The majority of our pieces are one-off
unique items so our stock changes all the time. We
only sell genuine vintage items. We look forward to
meeting you soon and are holding a special,

Late Night Christmas Opening evening on
Thursday 7 December 5-7pm.
Please join us for mulled wine and mince pies
plus 10% off all stock.

Mayfly Vintage, The Old Stables, Chilbolton
Down Farm, Stockbridge, SO20 6BU.

Opening Hours
Wed, Thurs, Friday 10am-3pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
07801 199131

www.mayflyvintage.co.uk

STOCKBRIDGE AND
BROUGHTON SURGERIES

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
CLOSURES

We will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing
Day and New Year’s Day.
We are open as usual at all other times
including Saturday mornings (pre-booked
appointments only)
If you require repeat medications over the period
of festivities please make sure you request and
collect them in good time remembering that 48
working hours is required to dispense the
medications.

This Year’s Comings and Goings

April sadly saw the retirement of Dr Adrian
Townsend.  The messages left in his retirement book
were magical and he was extremely touched by them
all.  He had a great send off with a skittles evening at
the Star in Tytherley.

As a result of Adrian’s retirement we then welcomed
Dr Helen Prince and Dr Kate Hughes as salaried GPs.

Dr Rebecca Evans finished her GP training and left us
in September.  Dr Katie Collins, our other GP Regis-
trar, has started a second spell of maternity leave and
indeed produced another lovely little boy, Callum. To
replace Becky, we welcomed Dr Will Dougal who
rather unfortunately had, himself, to be admitted to
hospital recently by one of our own Partners. Thank-
fully he’s now back in the harness and seeing patients
again!

This year, the Dispensary Team has again remained
stable as has the Reception Team.

A major piece of restructuring took place amongst
the Nursing Team which involved us moving to Ad-
vanced Nurse Practitioners who are also able to pre-
scribe.  We thus welcomed Carla and Freya and
together with Emma and the Duty Doctor they com-
prise our Emergency Care Team. There are many
minor ailments which do not need to be seen by a
GP. The re-structuring has freed up appointments for
more serious matters.

Another sad note in that our lovely Practice Manager,
Richard, will also be leaving us to take on other proj-
ects.  We all wish him well for the future.

Our Autumn/Winter Newsletter will be appearing on
the website shortly . . .
http://www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk/

All the Partners and staff wish all our patients
a Happy Christmas and a very peaceful

New Year

. . . Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to all men”
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News from Ranger Catherine Hadler

Well the leaves have turned and fallen into carpets of
burnished bronze and gold and if you get up in the early
hours before the dawn you can see that Orion the
hunter has returned to the northern skies once more.  I
can scarcely believe how quickly the year has gone by!
Summer has departed on the backs of the swallows and
swifts and the Wiltshire Horn flock have plumped up in
preparation for the colder days ahead.

You may have noticed that the remainder of the roadside
hedge on Stockbridge Down is being laid this autumn. It
is being finished by two very skilled and fast working
hedge layers who are already halfway along their stretch
and should be finished by early December. The previous
700 metre stretch, which was laid a couple of years ago,
has now thickened up with new growth at the base
providing a good, sheltered corridor for species to move
through.  Stretches along this top section had been full of
dead blackthorn and were no use to man nor beast – but
laying it has allowed even the sparsest areas to slowly
regrow and begin to resemble a hedge again.  I can’t wait
to see the whole hedge finally finished, two years after
the project began.

Also now completed is the inlet infill project on
Stockbridge Marsh. You may remember that 100 tonnes
of Mottisfont’s finest peat was dug out from the wetland
ditches in the grounds of the Abbey to keep them clear
for Southern Damselfly. The peat was then transferred to
the Marsh to fill the severely eroded inlets that creep out
from the river bank.  This had never been attempted
before on the site and, although logic and hope told me it
was worth taking the chance, we could not be certain
that it would work. So I was thrilled to see just how well
it DID work; the filled-in areas mostly drying out and
vegetating up from the root matter within the peat infill.

Since then the
bridges constructed
by Kim Candler,
which enable people
to cross the inlets
without disturbing
the newly infilled
areas, have also
contributed hugely
to the restoration.

Last year there were no ditch works at Mottisfont so no
peat to carry out further in-filling on the Marsh; but I’m
happy to say that the maintenance at the Abbey has
resumed this year and, having obtained all the required
licences consents and permits our contractors were able
to haul it to the Marsh and dump it in the remaining
inlets.  They did a fantastic job, using a low pressure
tracked digger that was able to drive the 150 tonnes of
peat across the fragile crust of the Marsh without
damaging it. The only evidence of their journeys back and
forth were the areas of flattened grass and thistle, which

meant that every single penny of the cost of the specialist
machinery was worth it. So now the last of the inlets have
been filled and, again, I cross my fingers and avidly watch
the peaty pile for signs that it is settling and that the
vegetation root matter is taking hold.  If it is as successful
as last time I will be more than happy – I only ask that you,
and your dogs, please continue to use the bridges to cross
the filled inlets, or walk around the end of them.
Unfortunately doggy paws running in and out and trying to
dig at the wetter end, where the inlet meets the river, do
continue to slowly erode the area even with the infill.

The grazing of the common lands has continued over the
summer months and whilst the animals were removed
early from the Marsh this year in order to avoid them
trampling the new peat infill, the cattle and horses are still
up on the Down doing a fine job.  We have trialled horse
grazing on the Down this year, partly to reduce the
pressure of livestock erosion on the Marsh but also to
place some more mouths on the larger site of the Down. It
is always tricky to balance the essential grazing on the
Marsh, to keep the vegetation sward in good condition,
with the need to limit the erosion caused by the animals.
The first half of summer was extremely dry with no proper
prolonged rainfall up to July.  Observing the short grass on
the Down I wondered whether this was a result of putting
the horses on the site to join the cattle, or of the drought
conditions or both.  2016 was named ‘The year of the
grass’- the wet spring resulting in massive grass growth
(which was bad news for some butterfly species) so I
couldn’t believe the difference in sward height on the site
just one year later.  BUT when I looked closer, I noticed
that whilst the grass was far shorter in many areas, the
herb layer and wildflower foliage was, in fact, benefiting.
This year previously dominant grasses were on the back
foot, and a rich diversity of species thrived as a result. It
may look as if there is nothing but grass on the Down but
not everything that is green foliage is grass. Salad burnet,
hedge or ladies bedstraw, harebells, wild thyme, marjoram,
eyebright, milkwort, birds foot trefoil, devils bit scabious,
kidney vetch, round headed rampion (lots of these this
year), wild strawberry, agrimony, vervain, rock rose,
violets, cowslips or any of the many species that reside
here, are there in the sward, waiting for their moment to
burst into bloom.  My vegetation surveyor really opened
my eyes to this last year. He can identify everything that is
growing just from its leaf, even if the flower of the plant is

When the shepherds, who were looking after their sheep on the hillside, heard this . . .
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not yet present. I am learning, but will always find it far
easier to identify a plant from its flower than from its
tiny leaf!  ‘Natural England’ came to assess the site in the
summer and was also very impressed with the
improvement to the chalk grassland vegetation and
species diversity.  I do believe that the dry conditions of
last winter, spring and the first half of summer, combined
with the increased grazing, really helped to reduce the
dominant grasses and increase this year’s overall species
diversity.

Of course I can never mention grazing without referring
to our own flock of Wiltshire Horn sheep, which graze
the Western slopes of the Down where no cow or
horse can venture due to the Yew woodland.  The flock
is doing very well here, and whilst our two oldest ewes
left us this summer to graze the ‘Great Big Grassland in
the Sky’- where the sun always shines, the grass is always
lush  and I never appear at the gate to molest them with
vaccination needles- we have added another seven ewes
to boost the numbers. These seven new girls came to us
from the same source as Walter (our chief male wether)
and one of them is in fact Walter’s mother.  Judging by
how much he sniffed at number 4 when we reunited
them all and then stayed by her side for the next few
days I would guess that it was her.

I had the ever
joyous task of
vaccinating the flock
a few weeks ago, an
annual Labour of
Love (and pain). The
sheep are SO plump
that plucking at
their fat, to find a

loose flap of skin to inject the vaccine into was, in many
cases, quite a challenge! Rather like trying to pinch the
skin of a blown out puffer fish that weighs upwards of
60kg and is not happy about being held by two loyal
volunteers whilst I stab it with a needle.  As ever I have
to spray a mark on each vaccinated animal and, once
more, I got creative and sprayed them with individual
tattoos.  Walter wears his crown once more, and cruise
liner, helicopter, hammerhead shark, tank, giraffe,
rocket, UFO, Christmas pudding and the Mona Lisa all
feature.  This isn’t actually a gross abuse of animals; the
fleece marker spray is designed for this purpose, the
only difference being that I spray a picture.  This picture
allows my volunteers to identify or isolate any individuals
with problems more easily ie ‘Christmas pudding sheep
is limping’.  The sheep are on the Leckford slope at the
moment but when they move through to the NT slope
you may see their tattoos with your own eyes –
although they are getting less defined with every passing
rainy day!  As always, I say a massive thank you to all my
‘sheep lookers’ who check the flock for me on a daily
basis and ensure our woolly lawnmowers are happy and
healthy as they roam their wild domain.

Catherine Hadler
Follow my work on Instagram: Search for username:swhantsnt

 . . . They decided to hurry to Bethlehem to see the new king that had been born..

Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow
In a one horse open sleigh
O'er the fields we go
Laughing all the way

A risk assessment must be submitted before an
open sleigh is considered safe for members of the
public to travel on. The risk assessment must also
consider whether it is appropriate to use only one
horse for such a venture, particularly if passengers
are of larger proportions. Please note, permission
must be gained from landowners before entering
their fields. To avoid offending those not participat-
ing in celebrations, we would request that laughter
is moderate only and not loud enough to be con-
sidered a noise nuisance.

Subscribing to this Magazine
If you have enjoyed reading this magazine and

would like to receive it regularly

for only £8 you can receive all next year’s
copies delivered to your door!

If you already receive copies regularly, there is
no need to do anything, your deliverer will

collect your subscription as usual.

New Subscribers
Please phone David Barnes on 810516, or email
David on barnsiesdandj@yahoo.co.uk, for details of
how to make payment.  Alternatively drop an
envelope through the door at Touchwood, High
Street, Stockbridge, making sure to include your
name and address, plus a cheque for £8 made
payable to the Benefice Printing Account.
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They found Jesus in the stable with Mary and Joseph . . .
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Stockbridge Music
Concert by the Sansara Consort

St Peter’s Church
10th November 2017

This is the fourth time Sansara have performed for
Stockbridge Music. The choir has grown fast in stature
both here and abroad, and it’s difficult to avoid endless
superlatives about their singing. And so it is with this
Remembrance concert, titled ‘For the Fallen’.
The Sansara Consort, as they’re now called, have no
fixed number of singers. For their debut CD for
example, which incidentally has also been washed with
praise, they needed twenty four. However, here there
were only nine. No conductor, because these singers
possess sixth sense. Their accuracy is impeccable,
ensemble extraordinary, hard vocal entry sounds such
as an ‘a’ or a ‘c’ sung as one.

Their purity of sound infused ten works. These were
simply listed in the audience programmes, due to
printer problems, with no detail or translation. But
this mattered little. The packed church was
mesmerised by the beautiful singing and the music
which was nearly all from the sixteenth century,
spellbound by Sansara’s astonishing musicality.

All the texts reflected death and redemption, pleas for
mercy and for peace, heresy denounced and grief
consoled. Inspirational works by two twentieth
century composers complemented the others, Da
pacem Domine by the Estonian Arvo Pärt, sung with
wonderfully devotional commitment, and Sir John
Tavener’s Funeral Ikos. This was quite exceptional
singing, a unique interpretation, and spot on.

In addition to four pieces by William Byrd, there were
compositions by Nicolas Gombert from Flanders, who
was scooped up by the Holy Roman Emperor Charles
5th into his travelling court and is credited for
introducing polyphonic music to the Spanish peninsula;
the prodigious Flemish writer Giaches de Wert one of
whose landmarks was writing for an expert Italian
women’s group Concerto delle Donne (nothing is
new); and Robert White whose writing was advanced
for the time and is notable for his Old Testament
inspired Lamentations, one of them sung so expertly
here.

How things have moved on since 2013 when a group
of former Winchester choristers and quiristers first
formed Sansara. Since then they’ve achieved
stratospheric award winning musical heights and plan
to become a registered charity. Their foundations
though remain in Winchester. What a privilege to
have witnessed the birth, and now the young
adulthood of the Sansara Consort.

   James Montgomery

The Power of Patronage in
Renaissance Florence

Stockbridge Town Hall
Tuesdays, Feb 27 -March 27 2018; 1pm – 3.30pm
Five week History of Art course; £85
Tutor -  Hendrika Foster, MA

Power for a Florentine patrician during the 15th
century was frequently expressed in his public patronage
of architecture and art.  Many are remembered today
in street names, palazzi and family chapels.  Florentine
families with their own needs of self-aggrandizement
had the vision, the motivation and the wealth which has
created one of the greatest cities of art in the world.
Residents in the 15th century Republic of Florence lived
subject to an expected code of conduct.  With no Duke
or Prince as head of state, competition between
families of merchants was intense and yet to flaunt
aristocratic pretensions was unwise.  The most valued
‘title’, was that of ‘Florentine Patrician’.

The Medici family is of course the most famous, though
many other families are remembered in names like the
Via Tornabuoni or the Palazzo Strozzi, or in churches
in the family chapels which they paid for, such as the
Brancacci, Pazzi, Sassetti and Capponi chapels.  These
are the families that the course will concentrate on.
The art they commissioned was intended to preserve
their name in perpetuity – it succeeded, though not
always in the way they had intended. Art is still Power.

For further details: Hendrika-foster@hotmail.co.uk
01962 774707

. . . and they knelt and offered him their praise and gifts.

Andover and District
Older People’s Forum

At our October meeting, we thought how nice it
would be to have a ‘get together’ before Christmas,
so why not join us on 6th December 2017 at
2pm at King Arthur’s Hall, King Arthur’s
Way, Andover, SP10 4BS?

There will be chat, mince pies and refreshments, a
raffle, and The Harmony Choir will entertain us with
carols, songs and hand bells.  We are really looking
forward to it.

It would be good if you could let me know if you are
coming so as I can make sure there are enough
mince pies – or you could take pot luck.  Also if
there is a problem with transport.
Contact: adopfwr@gmail.com or telephone
01264737251

The next actual meeting of the Forum is 27th
January 2018.    Watch this space for info
regarding our speaker for the occasion.
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Good Lady Cleaner
I will clean your home from top to bottom

Very good references
25 years’ experience

Trustworthy and reliable and I cover all villages
Used to all pets

Phone Lynn 01264 366037

Then a huge star appeared in the sky . . .
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. . . coming from the East

Lindy Lou’s
Recipes &

Crafty Corner
Ham and Turkey Pie

Turkey goes a very long way so it is always good to
have a few recipes to help you through post
Christmas! You can make up the filling and freeze it
for a quick home pie when you fancy it too.

Serves 4 -6
1tbsp olive oil
10g butter
I large onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
3 anchovies, finely chopped
250g leftover roast turkey, shredded
250g leftover ham, shredded
175ml dry white wine
Handful of fresh sage leaves, chopped
3 tbsps double cream
150ml fresh chicken or turkey stock
1 tbsp Dijon mustard
Juice of half a lemon
Small handful of fresh flat leaf parsley, chopped
Plain flour for dusting
375g block of all butter shortcrust pastry
1 medium free range local egg, beaten

Heat the oil and butter in large saucepan, and gently
fry the onions for 10 minutes or until soft. Add the
garlic and anchovies, fry for 30 seconds, then add the
turkey and ham. Fry for 2-3 minutes more.

Add the white wine and bubble until reduced by half,
then stir in the cream, stock and mustard. Test flavour
and season with salt and pepper and allow to bubble
for 3-4 minutes, then add the lemon juice and taste
again.

Stir in the parsley and tip into a 1.5 litre oven proof
dish. Set aside to cool completely. It can be frozen at
this time.

Preheat the oven to 200 degrees C/ fan 180C/ gas 6.
On a lightly floured surface roll out the pastry to 3mm
thick and use to top the pie. Use trimmings to deco-
rate, use your imagination! Brush all over with the
beaten egg.

Bake for 30-40 minutes until golden brown and
bubbling. Serve with mash and lovely winter greens.

Lindy Lou’s Kitchen
Linda.hotchen@btinternet.com

Letters

I wrote previously to thank all those who volunteer to
look after the cemetery.

We were in Stockbridge again on November 5th to
visit my parent’s graves and, again, we would like to
thank the volunteers for the tidiness and presentation
of the cemetery. My grandparent’s grave is on the left
hand side by the fence and this is now so much easier
to get to in order to pay my respects.
Thanks to you all.

Jenny Hawken (nee Cozens)

The Gift of Shoe Boxes
Thank you to all who very kindly filled a shoebox;
there were 25 from our parishes, so thank you again.
The service this year was not held in a church but in
the warehouse that Operation Christmas Child had
managed to obtain for this short time.

A lovely service was held with much joyful singing and
a video of children receiving their boxes and one
young girl relating what a wonderful gift this had been
to her and how this had led her to become a Chris-
tian. The joy on all of their faces was both moving and
delightful.

We were then taken on a tour of the warehouse. We
first went into a large space where we had all put our
shoeboxes on arrival: a really good number of boxes
had been received.  We then had a prayer and blessing
for the boxes and the children who would receive
them. Then we went into a room where the boxes
were checked through to make sure all was right and
safe for the children. We had a further prayer and
then were able to share in a lovely tea.

It was special for us to see how the volunteers at the
warehouse did all the work before the boxes were
packed and sent off to the various countries.

Thank you all again for your kindness and generosity,
we all know how much it will be appreciated and
perhaps can spare a thought for the children on
Christmas Day.                                   Pamela Clarke

Operation Christmas Child
 Annual Shoebox Appeal
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Three wise men had seen the star and followed it . . .

Good Meat
Means
Good
Health

JOHN ROBINSON
High class Family Butcher

High Street,
STOCKBRIDGE
Hants SO20 6HF

Displayed cooked meats, salmon,
private functions, barbecues,

 corporate catering, local deliveries
 and a full selection of prime

 quality meat.

Telephone 01264 810609
Facsimile 01264 810957
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. . . knowing that it meant that someone great had been born.
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Eventually the star led them to Bethlehem . . .

A. H. CHEATER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Personal attention from
Simon & Michael Peace

and Giles Sadd

122 The Hundred
ROMSEY
SO51 8BY

Tel: (01794) 513393
www.ahcheater.co.uk

24 hour service
Private Chapels of Rest

Pre-payment Plans available
Monumental Masonry Service
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. . . and to the stable where Jesus lay.

Advent:  A period of waiting
At the end of the
Old Testament, it is
said that the people
of God were
waiting for 400
years for a word or
sign from God.
There were no
prophesies during
that period –
although earlier in Isaiah there were prophesies
concerning a coming Messiah - a Suffering Servant -
and in Micah (Micah 5 2-5) a new David is foreseen,
coming from Bethlehem.

3 December is the first Sunday of Advent and during
the following four weeks, although in the world
outside the towns and cities will be bright with
Christmas Lights and the shops full of gifts to buy,
churches are bare as we come into a penitential time,
using the colour Purple.  A time for quiet and for
reflection, to think about the coming of Emmanuel
(God with us) and what that means in its fullness.
Also a time to consider Judgement, something which
is uncomfortable for many, but Advent is the right
time to think about the whole meaning of Christmas.
Not only do we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ –
but during this time we also have the opportunity to
think about His sacrifice for us on the Cross – and
then His Glorious Resurrection – heralding the final
healing of the world.   So yes, we celebrate ‘Your
Kingdom Come’.

During Advent we will use again the traditional wreath
of five candles,  quite often four red and one white –
one red one lit on each Sunday of Advent and the final
white candle on Christmas Day.

The collect (prayer) for Advent, which is said daily
during Advent, is set out below.

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great
humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Details of all the Carol and Christmas Services are
shown on Page 34.
          Maddie Hedley

Church News

Prayer for December
Winter – grey skies or sharp frost, gleaming on
bare branches
giving us trees with a different kind of beauty.
Shorter days but the welcome of a log fire
flames throwing out warmth

Advent, time for reflection, preparation
Time for prayer and thought

Shops with glitter and shining baubles
entice us in to wander.
Presents for uncles, aunts, granny and grandpa
Toys to amuse, toys to challenge.

All the while 2000 years ago Joseph and Mary
making their way to Bethlehem.
A journey into the unknown
A baby on the way

Not any baby, but the Saviour of the World
And his welcome, a stable, sheep, a cow and a
donkey
…and the shepherds, summoned by the angels
singing

What of us?   What will our welcome be?

Amen

St Peter’s Home Group
A glass of wine, something to eat, coffee or tea and
great discussion!

The Home Group has started and meets on a
Thursday evening every two weeks in Little Dean
House. After three sessions we are already getting
to know each other well, thanks to the relaxed
hospitality of Tony and the informal, comfortable
setting of his home. It is proving much easier to
build friendships and confidence than is usually
possible in a larger gathering.

Malcolm, a theologically trained former minister, is
leading our exploration of St John’s Gospel. In the
highly interactive discussions, we are discovering
many ‘hidden’ insights that escape a cursory reading
of the text and finding surprising ways in which
John’s message relates to us today. We have notes
to take away with us if we want to think through
the material later on our own.

 It is not a closed group – currently there are eight
of us (not all churchgoers).  We still have space if
anyone would like to join us. Please call Tony Lyons
on 811789 if you are interested to find out more.
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The wise men brought with them gifts fit for any king . . .

Church News

St Peter’s
Stockbridges
An Enormous

Thank You

As we approach
Christmas and the ending of a very busy year it gives
us an opportunity as wardens to express our
tremendous appreciation to all those who have helped
in supporting us in so many ways at St Peter’s and Old
St Peter’s.

We here in Stockbridge are fortunate to have many
visitors both at our services and to visit our lovely
churches and they so appreciate the love, warmth and
care so obviously shown. It is all of you, so many of
you, that have made it this way and we wish to sin-
cerely thank you for your wonderful service to us and
our community.

Thank you all very much indeed.
Geoff, Pauline, Angela and Tony (Church Wardens &
Deputy Church Wardens)

Christingle Service
At the late night shopping event in Stockbridge on
Friday 1 December we will be holding a short
Christingle Service at 5.15pm in St Peter’s
Church, a very special service for children and adults,
Emma Jeffries, Head of the Primary School has kindly
promoted this within the school.

The collection at this service will be in aid of the
Children’s Society who do such great work for so
many disadvantaged children in our country.
Everyone would be most warmly welcomed to the
service.

Following this, we will gather on the church lawn for
the switching on of the Christmas Tree lights at 6pm.
We will then be serving mulled wine and mince pies in
the church when we hope you will come and join us.

Advent Carol Service by Jane Austen
Singers
On Sunday 3rd December at 6pm in St Peter’s
Church Stockbridge we will be holding the popular
Advent Carol Service led by Simon Lillystone and the
Jane Austen Singers. This will be a very special event
and we are privileged that it is to be in St Peter’s this
year. There will be a retiring collection.

After the service drinks and nibbles will be served.
We do hope you will come and enjoy this special
evening.

Carol Service – St Peter’ Church
On Sunday 17 December at 6pm we are having
our annual carol service with our friends from
St Thomas More Catholic Church. This will be a
community carol service with representatives from
many local organisations taking part, together with the
Benefice augmented choir who will be leading the
singing.

Please do come and share in this special Christmas
service and join us afterwards for some festive
imbibing!

Christmas Eve – 6pm – Christmas Story
Service
We warmly welcome all families to come and enjoy
this children’s service and hear and take part in the
Christmas Story. Children are encouraged, if they
wish, to dress up as angels, shepherds or kings and
some dressing up clothes will be available.
Sonia Gubb and Rev Mike Norton will be leading this
short service.  Please do come along and join in.  A
very special start to Christmas.
We look forward to seeing you.

Christmas Eve Midnight Communion -
11.30pm
This communion service will be held at St Peter’s
Church when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ
and the beginning of Christmas Day. Rev Mike Norton
will be leading this service for us. Everyone will be
most welcome.

Sunday Teas - Stockbridge
The next Sunday Teas will be held on Sunday 10
December at 3pm at Medlar Cottage, Houghton
Road, by kind invitation of Liz & Geoff Cox. We do
thank them for their generosity and hospitality.
Please do come along and enjoy our Christmas teas,
you would be most welcome.

In the New Year, the first date for the Sunday teas will
be 7 January at 3pm in St Peter’s Church.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORD SEARCH ANSWERS

(8, 4, 4, 3, 6)   CRACKERS, JOKE, SNAP, HAT,
      MOTTOS
 (4, 6, 6)         MARY, JOSEPH, DONKEY
 (4, 4 ,5,12)     MAGI, GOLD, MYRRH,
      FRANKINCENSE
 (4, 6, 6, 9)      STAR, ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, STABLE
 (3, 5, 8, 9)      EVE, SANTA, REINDEER, CHRISTMAS
 (4, 4, 5, 6, 6)  HARK, SING, GLORY, HERALD,
      ANGELS
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. . . Gold Frankincense and Myrrh

St Mary’s
Longstock

Leckford News

Leckford Parochial Church Council would like to
thank everyone who attended and so generously
supported the Bingo and Burgers evening!  Just over
40 people attended and everyone seemed to enjoy it!
After cooking so many burgers and sausages in my
kitchen it took me three days to get the smell out of
the house so do remind me not to have such a silly
idea again!! What must you smell like if you work in a
burger bar full time!

We are most grateful for all the help we received and
might do another one, but maybe with cheese
sandwiches this time (only joking!).  The evening
raised £410 towards our roof fund, which shows you
can have fun and raise money at the same time.

Tuesday 19 December at 7.00pm
St. Nicholas Leckford Carol Service
It will be a traditional service of readings and carols,
and the Benefice choir will be singing. Following the
service there will be wine and nibbles in the Combine
Club.
We hope to see you there!  The service will be taken
by The Rev Bob Green.

Christmas Day There will be a said service of Holy
Communion at 9.00am to be taken by
Rev. Green.

Saturday 16 December from 10.00am
Church Decorating for Christmas
Everyone is welcome to come and help and gifts of
flowers/foliage etc. will be most welcome!

Dawn Williams
Churchwarden

St Nicholas’
Leckford

News from St Mary’s
On Remembrance Sunday,
12 November, we started
with an All Age Service at St Mary’s, which was very
well attended.  The congregation sang well which was
a bonus as, sadly, we had no musician to play for us.
After the service in the Church we walked down to
the War Memorial where many more villagers joined
us for The Act of Remembrance.  The traffic was
stopped and around 80 men, women and children
joined in the service and stood for 2 minutes in
remembrance of the sacrifices made for us by others
in two world wars and other conflicts.  This is always
a very moving occasion, especially when the names
and details are read of those from Longstock who lost
their lives.

‘The Peat Spade’ kindly provided coffee and cake
afterwards. A number of us also enjoyed a ‘curry
lunch’ at the Pub.

In December, there is plenty to look forward to.

Saturday 9 December starting at 3.00pm
We are once again back in ‘The Barn’ at Church Farm
for an informal service telling ‘The Christmas Story’.
We hope that lots of children will dress up and help
to act out the story.
Light refreshments will be provided.  Please put this
date in your diary.  All are very welcome.  Church
Farm is opposite St Mary’s Church.

Saturday 16 December
The Church will be decorated in time for the Crib
Service on Sunday 17th.  Extra assistance is always
welcomed, so if you would like to help please turn up
at around 9.30 a.m. or contact Boo Milne on 810604
who is coordinating the morning.
Greenery and flowers will be provided - plus a cup of
coffee!

Sunday 17 December starting at 10.00 am -
Crib Service.
The church will have been decorated and we will
prepare the Crib.  This is blessed after all the
characters and animals have been brought up and
placed in the crib.
This service is always popular and all are welcome.

On Christmas Day starting at 10.00am -
Christmas Service.
We are most fortunate to have Bishop Jonathan
return to us to take this wonderfully relaxed service.

We have hymns and readings and all are invited to
stay for a short Celtic Communion.   The Children
receive a blessing and the service sets us up for
Christmas Day.

No special events are currently planned for January
2018.   Longstock, as with our sister parishes, is
waiting to hear the results of the Pastoral Meeting
held in the Archdeaconry on 17 November.  We are
hoping to learn what the proposals are for our future
and we are expecting news after 3rd December.
Meanwhile, we stay calm and keep on keeping on!

Maddie Hedley
Churchwarden



And that is how . . .

Church Diary for December 2017

Weekday and other events

Friday 1 December
5.15pm   Christingle Service in St Peter’s Church,
    Stockbridge
6.00pm   Turning on Christmas Tree Lights ready for
    late night shopping in Stockbridge

Friday 8 December
7.30pm   Choir Practice in St Peter’s

Sunday 10 December
3.00pm   Stockbridge Sunday teas at Medlar Cottage,
    Stockbridge

Wednesday 13 December
All Day    Test Valley School Rehearsal in St Peter’s
    Church
7.00pm   Test Valley School Carol Concert in St
    Peter’s Church

Monday 11 December
All Day   Primary School Rehearsals in St Peter’s
    Church

Tuesday 12 December
All Day   Primary School Rehearsals in St Peter’s
    Church
7.30pm   Choir Practice in St Peter’s

Thursday 14 December
All Day   Primary School Rehearsals in St Peter’s
    Church

Friday 15 December
All Day   Primary School Rehearsals in St Peter’s
    Church
6.15pm   Stockbridge Primary School KS1 Nativity
    Play in St Peter’s Church

Monday 18 December
All Day   Primary School Rehearsals in St Peter’s
    Church
6.30pm   Stockbridge Primary School KS2 Carol
    Service in St Peter’s Church

Sundays and Carol Services

3 December     Advent       Purple
8.00am   Leckford     Said Holy Communion

Revd Bob Green
10.45am Stockbridge     Mattins        Ian Clark
6.00pm   Stockbridge      Advent Carols, sung by the
         Jane Austen Singers

Saturday 9 December
3.00pm   Longstock   Christmas Story and Carols in
    The Barn at Church Farm, opposite

  St Mary’s Church, Longstock

10 December     Advent 2      Purple
9.30am   Longstock    Morning Worship           MH/BO
10.45am Stockbridge   All Age Worship with short
    communion           Revd Mike Norton

17 December      Advent 3     Purple
8.00am   Old St Peter   Said Holy Communion

Revd Sue Hobbins
10.00am  Longstock  Christmas Crib Service   BO/MH
6.00pm   Stockbridge   Carols and Lessons with St
    Thomas More             Revd Mike Norton and

         Father Mark Hogan from St Thomas More

Tuesday 19 December         Purple
7.00pm   Leckford   Carols by Candlelight

Revd Bob Green

24 December    Christmas Eve        White
6.00pm   Stockbridge   Christmas Story    Sonia Gubb
            and Revd Mike Norton
11.30pm Stockbridge   Midnight Communion

Revd Mike Norton

25 December   Christmas Day     White
9.00am   Leckford   Said Holy Communion

Revd Bob Green

10.00am  Longstock   All Age Christmas with short
    communion

  Bp Jonathan, the Bishop of Southampton

31 December      Christmas 1      White
10.00am   Longstock   Benefice Communion Service

Revd Bob Green

Hampshire Downs RC Parish
St Thomas More

Stockbridge
Services - Sundays at 9.00am
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. . . the very first Christmas happened. . . .

Church Diary for January 2017

Prayer for the New Year 2018

The resolution for this year will be
to be kinder, to lose weight, to read more…

It would be good if the resolution of leaders could
be
‘Lets look for a way to make peace,
no more bombs or mines’.

‘Lets try to understand each other a bit better.
Lets be more generous’

The damage done is just terrible.
The ruined towns, houses gone, hospitals
destroyed.
Thousands of people now without a home

O that our resolutions could be
Peace for Syria, Yemen, Israel and all the rest.
Homes for the Rohingya people
Homes for all refugees.

Amen

The Column for November
Baptisms:
There were no baptisms during November

Weddings:
There were no weddings during November

Funerals:
Tuesday 7 November:
Caroline (Carrie) Ryan, 16 June 1960 – 25 October
2017
The Funeral Service took place in St Mary’s Church,
Longstock at 2.30pm, followed by interment at
Longstock Cemetery.
The church was full of family, friends and
neighbours coming to pay their respects and say
goodbye.

Weekday and other events

Sunday 7 January
3.00pm   Stockbridge Sunday teas in St Peter’s Church

Monday 15 January
4.30pm   Stockbridge PCC at 3 Providence Court,
    Stockbridge

Wednesday 17 January
7.30pm  Longstock PCC at Chattis Hill Stables

Tuesday 23 January
7.30pm   Meeting of wardens at Medlar Cottage  (tbc)

Sundays

07 January     Epiphany      White
8.00am   Leckford  Said Holy Communion
10 45am  Stockbridge  Mattins

14 January      Epiphany 2 White
9.30am  Longstock   All Age Worship   LWL
10.45am   Stockbridge   Parish Communion

21 January    Epiphany 3 White
8.00am  Old St Peter  Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Longstock   Morning Worship  LWL
10.45am   Stockbridge   All Age Worship LWL
6.00pm   Leckford   Evensong

28 January       Candlemas       White
9.15am   Longstock  Parish Communion
10.45am  Stockbridge  Parish Communion
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