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Stockbridge Football Club
Glenn Curtis (Chair)   07585 112523
Greg Willcox (Hon Sec) 07768 266288
Email:  stockbridgefc@hotmail.com
Stockbridge Music
Tim Lowden      810601
Stockbridge Parish Council
Richard Foord (Chair)          810648
Clerk: Sue Hobbs
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com
www.stockbridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Stockbridge Pharmacy
Posh & Usha Leal                 810624
Stockbridge Police Station
(Non emergencies)        101
Stockbridge Primary School
(incorporating Stockbridge Pre-School)
Emma Jefferies (Head)          810550
Stockbridge Rec Ground
Paul Barker(Chair)      01794 389131
David Barnes (Sec)               810516
Stockbridge Surgery           810524
Out of hours urgent treatment or advice
Hants Doctors On Call   freephone 111
Stockbridge Town Hall
Kim Candler (Chair)            811776
On-line bookings
www.stockbridgetownhall.co.uk
or phone                   01264 513299
Test Valley School (Head)
Louisa Hiscock                     810555

Longstock & Leckford WI
Micki Nadal        810567
Neighbour Care    0845 0943713
Please note: Calls cost 7p per minute
plus your network access charge.
New JAM
Lyn Woods             350846
or Pauline Webster      810827
Pastoral Visitors
Tony Sheppard  (Chair)     810200
RBL (Houghton branch)
David Williams (Chair)      811072
Iain Bell (Sec)             811636
A McMeekin: Poppies        810236
Rupert Trust
Alasdair Cox          810311
Scouts
James Smith         07815 580634
St Thomas More Church
Canon Paul Townsend  01962 852804
Stockbridge Church Flowers Sec
Angela McMeekin              810236
Stockbridge Community Cinema
Paul Kidd             811179
Stockbridge Country Market
Micki Nadal                        810567
Stockbridge Court Leet
Guy Boney (Lord of the Manor)
                     810614
Diana Tym (Bailiff)         810363
Stockbridge Dramatic Society
Mark Frank               810562

Beavers
Frances Waghorn     01962 776048
Bell ringers (Longstock)
Chris Reynell              810569
Bell ringers (Stockbridge)
Gerald Lambert              810664
Brownies (meet in Chilbolton)
Julie Shone               01962 761269
Church Mouse Books
Briar Philips                    810838
Community Responder
Mandy Henley                     810874
Cub Scouts
Mo Collins          01256 895534
Organist and Choir Mistress
Dawn Williams                   810724
Joyrides Shopping Bus
John Musters               810459
Kent Hill Hall
Rebecca Ferris         810658
Leckford Parish Council
Dawn Williams  810724
Longstock Garden Club
Clare Bramley                    810432
Longstock Mayflies
Jo Oliver-Hawkins              811186
Longstock Neighbourhood Watch
Charles Grieve                   810580
Longstock Parish Council
Chair: Sophie Walters         810171
Clerk: John Musters             810459
Longstock Village Hall
Selina Musters                  810459

St Nicholas Leckford
Churchwarden
Dawn Williams              810724
Deputy Warden
Les Creed                      810969
Roy Watt     810846
Hon Secretary
Sue Mansergh               810731
Hon Treasurer
David Barnes                 810516

St Mary Longstock
Churchwarden
Madeleine Hedley            810284
Deputy Warden
Vacant
Hon Secretary
Richard Robinson          810388
Hon Treasurer
Garry Hedley             810284

St Peter Stockbridge
Churchwardens
Geoff Cox        810054
Pauline Webster      810827
Deputy Warden
Angela McMeekin       810236
Deputy Warden & Hon Secretary
Tony Lyons            811789
Hon Treasurer
Barbara North            810732

The Parishes of Stockbridge, Longstock and Leckford
Rector: in vacancy

 Phone no. 01264 810810
Website: http://www.2day.ws/stockbridge

Licensed Lay Ministers: Sue Holligan 01794 388484, Howard Rowe 01794 388400

All Enquiries, including enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please contact our Churchwardens, see details below.

This Magazine: 11 issues a year: (£8 if paid in advance, £1 per copy)
Editors: Frances Candler 811776, Jennifer Kidd 811179

Distribution: Sylvia Shepard 810603 ; Advertisements: advertstockmag@gmail.com
March copy deadline: 15 February 2018 email: editorsstockmag@gmail.com
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From Revd Mike Norton

Dear Friends

We have just got back from a visit to see our family in Hong Kong. The churches there seem to be thriving. A
few years ago, on a previous visit, we went to an Easter service in the Anglican Cathedral and it was packed out.
The previous service that day had also been packed and we had to fight our way out at the end of our service
against the crowd coming in for the next service!

It’s not always easy to spot where all the churches are in Hong Kong because some congregations meet in, what
seems to us, strange locations. We drove past one in a rather run down commercial area of the city. It was on
about the fifth floor of an ugly development of what appeared to be offices, small businesses and storage space. I
don’t know how many people attended that church, but they certainly didn’t go to worship in a beautiful
building in peaceful surroundings! Perhaps a clue to its possible attraction for worshippers was a banner outside
which read in English and Chinese characters “Happy News Church”.

The Christian Gospel means good (happy) news. God loves his Creation, loves all his people, shared our lives in
His Son’s life here on Earth, and promises eternal life. What could be better than that? What could happier than
that? Yet sometimes we don’t give the impression to others that we are happy or bring good news. The
Church, through the centuries, has been involved in so many good things, so much that has benefited mankind,
and yet people outside look at the Church, and all too often they must seem to see negative things too –
division, rejection, pessimism, and a killjoy attitude.

Lent begins on 14 February and we will be encouraged to think about what things we might ‘give up for Lent’.
Perhaps we might consider giving up things that make us, and others, miserable instead of happy. If you happen
to be going through a difficult time in life that may not be easy but it’s worth a try. We could give up being
negative about things and look for solutions rather than just seeing problems. As for our churches, they could
become Happy News Churches too. After all, who wants to join a group of miserable people?

Have a Happy Lent in a Happy News Church!

Mike

This month’s footers are about the experience of growing older
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Local Events February

Memorial services . . .

Test Villages
 University of the Third Age

Wednesday
7 February

Our Guest Speaker is

Major General Patrick Cordingley

The Gulf War and After

Longstock Village Hall at 2pm
 Please see www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk

or ring 01264 860492 for details
and to find out more about Test Villages U3A

and our special interest groups

Longstock & Leckford WI

7.30pm, Tues 27 February
Stockbridge Town Hall

Marvellous Millinery
A talk by

Simon Meanwell-Ralph
All welcome

Please contact Micki Nadal, 810567, or
Sylvia Shepard, 810603, for further information

The Royal British Legion
Houghton and District Branch
Contact David Williams (Chairman)

01264 811072,
or Ian Bell (Secretary)  01264 811636

Social evenings are held on the first Thursday of most
months in the Grosvenor Hotel

New members are always welcome

Copy for Magazine
For about ten days before each month’s deadline

there will be a box at the back of St Peter’s
Church for paper copy.

Copy date for March Magazine:
15 February 2018

Please send emails to: editorsstockmag@gmail.com

Longstock
Garden Club

Tuesday 13 February
AGM (with wine)

followed by a talk by
Geoff Hawkins

Growing Vegetables
in Small Gardens

Please contact Clare Bramley 810432
for further details

   Stockbridge
  Community

Cinema
Stockbridge Town Hall

Tickets £5.00 from
 John Robinson or Garden Inn or online via

www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk (£0.75 booking fee)

IN BETWEEN (15)
Friday 16 February
7.30pm (1hr 43mins)

In Between follows the lives of three strong,
independent minded Israeli-Palestinian women who
find themselves 'in between' the free and unfettered

lives they're aspiring to lead and the restrictions
imposed on them by their country and families.

VICTORIA AND ABDUL (PG)
Wednesday 21 February

4.30pm and 7.30pm (1hr 50mins)
Abdul Karim arrives from India to participate in Queen
Victoria's (Judy Dench) golden jubilee. The young clerk
is surprised to find favour with the Queen herself. As
Victoria questions the constrictions of her long-held

position, the two forge an unlikely and devoted alliance
that her household and inner circle try to destroy.

MATTHEW BOURNE’S
SLEEPING BEAUTY (U)
Sunday 4 Feb 2017 1hr 45mins

4.30pm and 7.30pm
Filmed live ballet with sumptuous sets and costumes,
evocative lighting and masterly storytelling.You will be
transported in time from the halcyon days of the late
Edwardian era through to the modern day. A world
full of magic, fairies, vampires, love and romance, all

bought to life by uniquely talented dancers.
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. . . are the cocktail parties of the geriatric set.  (J Gielgud)

Local Events February

2018 All Saints Winter Lectures
Upper Clatford

Monday 5 February 2018
David Lough: How honest was
Churchill??
Winston Churchill’s reputation has rested at
Olympian heights. Yet recent research of his vast
archive raises interesting questions.

Please make cheques payable to “All Saints PCC”.
Tickets £12 can be bought at Clatford Village Store
& Post Office and The Abbotts Ann Village Store or
contact Nicki Crosthwaite Eyre Tel 01264 352530
or e-mail: Nicki.eyre@talktalk.net

Doors open at 7pm and the lectures start at 8pm at
the King Edward VII Memorial Hall, Upper Clatford,
SP11 7QL.
Funds raised will be shared between All Saints PCC, The Prison
Reform Trust and the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust.

Wherwell History Group

8.00pm Friday 16 February

The 1920 Nationwide Hunt
for Percy Toplis
By Paul Stickler

(Retired Chief Superintendent of Hampshire Police)

Please contact Andrew Flanagan (Chairman)
01264 860 560 for further details

Houghton WI
Monday 19 February

7.30pm
at Houghton Village Hall

Graphology:
The Art of Handwriting

by Graham Birchmore

Visitors very welcome

For further information please call
Jane Anderton 01264 810928 or

Julie Harwood 01264 810314

Stockbridge Music
St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

7.30pm, Friday 9 February

Stockbridge Music will premiere an exciting
newly formed String Quartet

made up of internationally renowned soloists
Bogdan Vacarescu (violin),

Vanessa Lucas-Smith,(cello),
Akiko Ishikawa (violin), Brook Day (violin)

See page 21 for further details

Test Valley Villages Lecture
Wednesday 21 February 2018 at 8pm

Broughton Village Hall

The history and cultures of the
Plains Indian Tribes
of North America

by Sue Dewey

Sue has been presenting talks as well as running
courses and workshops on American Indian tribal
histories and cultures since 1994. In this talk she will
give an intimate insight into the history and way of
life of the Northern Plains Native American Tribes,
focusing mainly on the Teton or Lakota Sioux. It will
be well illustrated with authentic Native American
clothing and artefacts.

Doors open at 7.30pm. £5 entry includes a
drink. Free entry for students.

Women’s
World Day
of Prayer
St Peter’s
Church,

Stockbridge

Friday 2
March at 2pm
All Welcome

For further
information

please see  p 22

All God’s
Creation Is
 Very Good

© WDPIC Suriname 2018
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Lent Course:
‘On the Third Day’

20 & 27 February,
 6, 13, & 20 March

For information about
this year’s course,
please see page 31.

Experience is the comb life gives you  . . .

Local Events February

Stockbridge Town Hall Events
Weekly
Mon  Pilates (Paula / Clare / Trish)
Tues am  Drawing Classes
Tues am  Jiggy Wrigglers
Thu pm  Yoga with Jo Wheeler
Weds  Yoga with Dionne
Thurs am Country Market
Thursday Art Class

February
Sat 3  Antique Fair
Sun 4  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Tue 6  Mid Hampshire Healthcare (NHS)
Wed 7  Landscape Painters
Fri 9  Stockbridge Music Society
Sat 10-11 Olivian Vintage
Thu 15  University of 3rd Age
Thu 15  Stockbridge Parish Council
Fri 16-17 Cocoon
Fri 16  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Sat 17  El Tangueras de Corazon
Sun 18  Dreadlocks Antiques and Collectibles
Wed 21 Stockbridge Community Cinema
Sat 24-25 Antiques and Curios
Sat 24-25 Hawkmoor Books Ltd
Tue 27  Hampshire CC - Children's Services
Tue 27  Art History Lecture
Tue 27  Longstock and Leckford WI

Stockbridge
Country
Market

Every Thursday morning
9.45 - 11.45am

in Stockbridge Town Hall
Selling the very best local and home-made
produce - pies, cakes, breads, soups, eggs,

and vegetables.
Handmade crafts, toys, books, plants, and

bric-a-brac.
Come and browse and enjoy a cup of tea or

coffee with your friends.

Now with a free drop-in IT Help Desk
and Wi-Fi access!

Art History Course
Hendrika Foster MA
Florence and the

Power of Art
A different approach to Art of

14th/15th century Florence
5 week course  £85

Tues 27 Feb - Tues 27 Mar
1.00-3.30pm at Stockbridge Town Hall

Tel 01962 774707 to enrol or email
Hendrika-foster@hotmail.co.uk
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. . . after you lose your hair. (J Stern)

From the Editorial Team
A warm welcome to our first edition of 2018.
We hope that the New Year has started well for
everyone and we wonder how many excellent
resolutions have lasted the month!
We are delighted that so many of our regular
advertisers have signed up for another year and we
extend a special welcome to our many new
advertisers. We hope that there is something for
everyone and that every need, or potential need, is
catered for.
New businesses are also very much a feature of
Stockbridge High Street currently and, when we
discovered that most of the business owners either
live locally or have close links with the community
and are known to many already, we invited them to
introduce themselves through the pages of the
magazine. We hope to include more next month.
Another year means another year older for everyone
and our footers this month take a wry look at the
experience of growing older. Enjoy!

Frances Candler and Jennifer Kidd
      01264 811776 or 01264 811179

                         or email editorsstockmag@gmail.com

Stockbridge, Longstock and
Houghton Neighbour Care

0845 094 3713

Neighbour Care for the three parishes is now in its
twelfth year, and it’s time for some changes.  From
now on, the voice you will hear when you ring 0845
094 3713, to ask for help will be one of the following:
Sally Smith, or Roger Tym, who most of you will now
be familiar with, Iain or Ghislaine Bell, or Ian Slight.
The latter three have very generously volunteered to
share the task of taking and arranging bookings for
lifts to hospitals, etc.

Sharing the bookings more widely has become
necessary for two reasons.  First, Sally has long term
family commitments in Cornwall and has to be there
for extended periods, and Roger Tym has got to the
age when it’s time to hand over to the younger
generation.  He will be retiring on June 6 2018, the
twelfth anniversary of the scheme, but will still be able
to help people in other ways if he can.

The very welcome message from this is that
Neighbour Care is safely in newish hands and will
continue into the foreseeable future to give the same
level of service that it has in the past.  However, that
depends also on a steady flow of new drivers, and
that, unfortunately, is not happening as regularly as is
needed.

There are occasions when the demand for the service
reaches a critical point.  Earlier in 2017, on a Friday
when a number of volunteers were on vacation, the
service had to find drivers for no less than ten
individual trips, each one at a different time and
destination.  We managed to fulfil these journeys, but
only by a whisker.  We have failed to meet the
requests for drivers on less than a handful of
occasions over the whole twelve-year period, but
even that is not good enough; we should be able to
fulfil every request.  To do so, we need volunteers to
drive.

Please, if you ever have any spare time, however little,
and would like to meet and help some wonderful
people, PLEASE get in touch on the Neighbour Care
number above. Remember, if, as a volunteer driver,
you are asked to do a trip and you are otherwise
engaged for any reason at all, you are under no
obligation whatsoever to change your
arrangements – so far there’s always been someone
else who will, and with your help, we aim to keep it
that way.

Roger Tym

Stockbridge Country Market
Reopening Thursday 1 February
at the new time 9.45-11.45am

Could you help us?
Stockbridge Country Market producers and
volunteers are in great need of some help – we really
need kind people who could help us put up tables and
chairs each Thursday morning before the market
opens.  If anyone feels they could help out now and
again, we would be very grateful.  The market is such
an important place for locals to meet each week, but
it becomes more difficult when only a small number of
people (who are all getting more ‘mature’!) have to
set up, serve customers and put equipment away each
week.  The more volunteers we could get – for about
half an hour each Thursday morning – the fewer times
they would have to come along to help during the
year.  If you could help, please call Micki Nadal on
810567.

Cooks Needed
Following the retirement of one of our treasured
cooks, we are also in need of cooks who could
become part of our brilliant team of sweet and
savoury producers.  Call Micki on the same number
for details of what’s required.

We hope you can help us!
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We need old friends to help us grow old . . .

Oil & LPG Specialist

Dan North Limited can now offer male and female
boiler engineers that are fully trained in Oil, LPG

and Gas. We give you peace of mind that someone
friendly and experienced will be carrying out your

work for you.

We specialise in boiler breakdowns and repairs as
well as installation and servicing.

We can carry out any maintenance of your heating
system with radiator replacements or valve

changes to keep you warm on the cold nights.

We also offer long term contracts for estates and
landlords which take all your worries away i.e.

To find out how we can make your life easier
please contact us by:

Phone 07709 430026 or
email dan@dannorth.co.uk

A new Human Resource
Consultancy based in Andover is
able to deliver the best possible
solution for all your HR business
needs including:-

employment law issues
handbook and policy writing

staff performance management
training and recruitment

Free 30 min consultation
Contact Sarah on 07757 783039
or email sarah@clarion-hr.co.uk

www.clarion-hr.co.uk
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. . . and new friends to help us stay young. (LC Pogrebin)

Votes for Women!
2018 will be a year of
centenaries, and one very
important event took place
one hundred years ago on 6
February 1918. This was
when Parliament passed the
Representation of the People
Act, granting the vote to
women for the first time - to
those over the age of 30 who
were householders, wives of
householders, occupiers of
property with an annual rent of £5, or graduates of
British universities voting in a University constituency.
8.4 million women were enfranchised.

This came about under David Lloyd George’s wartime
coalition government and was widely considered to
have been in recognition of the contribution made by
women defence workers during the Great War, rather
than a response to the Suffragette* or Suffragist*
movements.  At the outbreak of the First World War,
Emmeline Pankhurst suspended the activities of the
Women's Social and Political Union and concentrated
her efforts on helping the government recruit women
into war work, along with many other women's suffrage
organisations.  In fact active campaigning continued
behind the scenes and some historians see the
legislation as a continuation of the pre-war direction of
travel.

Another milestone occurred on 21 November 1918
when the Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act was
introduced, allowing women to be elected into the
House of Commons. The first woman to be elected
was the remarkable Constance Markiewicz, a
suffragette and Irish nationalist, who had stood for a
constituency in Dublin.  Along with other Sinn Féin
members elected in 1918, the MP, in jail at the time, did
not take her seat at Westminster but instead
participated in the revolutionary Dáil Éireann.

The first woman to take her seat in the House of
Commons was Nancy Astor on 1 December 1919,
having been elected as a Coalition Conservative MP
for Plymouth Sutton in a by-election necessitated by the
elevation of the previous MP, her husband, Waldorf
Astor’s elevation to the House of Lords.

In many ways the suffragist Millicent Garrett Fawcett
(1847-1929), feminist, intellectual and writer, primarily
known as a campaigner for women to have the vote,
could lay reasonable claim to being the first de
facto woman MP.  She acted as personal assistant to her
husband Henry Fawcett, Liberal MP for Brighton from
1864-1874, who had been blinded in a shooting accident
in 1858.   Millicent was his personal assistant and

performed on his behalf all the tasks of an MP that he
could not undertake himself. Henry was equally
committed to votes for women, encouraging Millicent
in both her campaigning and her writing.  She joined the
London Suffrage Committee in 1868, and became
president of the National Union of Women's Suffrage
Societies, the leading suffragist organisation in Britain, in
1897. She held this post until 1919, a year after the first
women had been granted the vote.

By 1928 the consensus was that votes for women had
been successful, and with the Conservative Party in full
control, the Representation of the People (Equal
Franchise) Act was passed, extending the voting
franchise to all women over the age of 21, granting
women the vote on the same terms as men.

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of women
being given the right to vote, a statue of Millicent
Fawcett, by the conceptual artist Gillian Wearing, is to
be erected in  London’s Parliament Square. This follows
a campaign by Caroline Criado-Perez, who attracted
85,000 signatures to an online petition calling for a
statue of a woman to be erected in the square.
Funding is coming from a £5m government fund to
celebrate the centenary of women’s suffrage.

Frances Candler
*Something I’ve learnt through writing this article is the
important difference between a Suffragette - a woman
seeking the right to vote through organized protest and a
Suffragist - a person advocating the extension of suffrage,
especially to women.  It explains the choice for the statue!

(Definitions from the Oxford Dictionary online)
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When you are younger you get blamed for crimes you never committed . . .

Alasdair John Cox
Carpentry Specialist

& Building/Garden Maintenance

Free Quotations/No Call Out Charge

No Job Too Small
Internal and External Work Undertaken

Fully Insured with references available

Just Call
01264 810311 or 07900 621842

Email alasdaircox@googlemail.com

No. 2 Manor Farm Cottages,
North Houghton Stockbridge SO20 6LF
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. . . when you are older you get credit for virtues you never possessed. (IF Stone)

There can be no doubt that Stockbridge is now firmly
on the map due to our lights NOT going on!! Piers
Morgan of ITV’s GMB kindly agreed to come down to
our neck of the woods to help Alex Lewis turn our
Christmas lights on. The stage was set, the live
Meridian cameras poised, Stockbridge held its breath
and . . . nothing! The adults roared with laughter, the
children disappointed, failed to see what on earth was
the cause of such hilarity! Piers carried it off as a true
professional as did our own Jane, Treasurer of
Stockbridge Christmas who was being interviewed live
straight after the switch on. The practised lines about
‘great community event etc’ went out of the window
as all the reporter wanted to know was ‘What has
gone wrong’?

Five minutes later Piers’ ‘failure’ was trending on
Twitter across the world! Hilarious times were had,
Piers being ribbed mercilessly on the Monday GMB
programme in front of the nation, Suzanna Reid
revelling in his embarrassment and his shame
retweeted by none other that the President of the
United States!! Need I say more?

So, Stockbridge really is a player on the world stage
now, what a fabulous evening. Thousands of people
turned out for the fun and frivolity, festivities and
friendliness, focus on Christmas and the spirit that the
event was intended for. Stockbridge looked stunning;
all the lights up and down the high street, the beautiful
Christingle service in a packed church, Farleigh School
Chapel Choir, Santa in his spectacular grotto, street

entertainers, shops open, brass band, hand bell ringers
and a fabulous choir in Old St Peter’s to round the
evening off. Really a superb evening to launch the
festive season for the next 6 weeks. But now it’s all
gone, trees are down and lights are off, life has got
back to normal and we await the coming of spring.

So here’s the thing; is this something that you all want
to continue? It takes a huge amount of work,
generosity from our numerous sponsors and power

providers, not to mention dedication, to
get this off the ground. Some of the
present committee are standing down,
(already a decision taken back in
November) due to other commitments.
It’s good to get new people onto a
committee, new ideas, new approach,
new enthusiasm. Is there anyone out
there who would like to help take up the
reins? Let’s keep Stockbridge lit up, on
the map and a wonderful place to live and
work.

Do contact
info@stockbridgechristmas.co.uk if you
are able to help in any capacity and a
Happy New Year to you all from the
Stockbridge Christmas committee.

Sophie Walters
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Don't worry about avoiding temptation . . .

The Vine Yard
High Street Stockbridge SO20 6HF

Tel: 07949 403888
www.vinepianos.co.uk

hello@vinepianos.co.uk

Open Mon-Sat
9am-5pm
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. . . as you grow older it starts avoiding you. (M Ford)

Potting Shed Cuttings for February
More seasonal questions from local gardeners:

Is it true that all my clematis plants should be
pruned back hard this month?
No – when and how you prune clematis depends on
the variety.  Small flowered varieties, such as the
viticella, texensis and orientalis groups and late
summer flowering large hybrids can be cut back to the
first pairs of healthy buds now.  They will make strong
growth and will flower on this year’s growth.  Early
spring flowering and evergreen varieties, as well as the
large hybrids which flower in May and early June, can
be lightly tidied now, but their main pruning should be
after they flower; they flower on last year’s growth.  If
you know the name or variety of your clematis, life is
much easier – just check on one of the many online
websites to be 100% sure.

My autumn raspberries need pruning this month.
How far do I cut them back?
Unlike summer fruiting varieties, autumn raspberries
are a dream!  Just cut everything back to around
2cm/1” above ground level, weed around the shrubs
and give them all a good mulch with some well-rotted
compost.  They will repay you with new shoots in
around 6 weeks and delicious fruits from mid-July
onwards.

What does ‘buy and plant in the green’ mean
when you read about snowdrops?
It simply means the plants have flowered, but the
leaves are still green.  When you buy plants ‘in the
green’ by post, plant them as soon as you receive
them.  Snowdrop bulbs hate to dry out, so buying
them when they are ‘in the green’ gives a better
chance of success than buying packets of dry bulbs.
If you need to divide congested clumps in your own
garden, wait until they have flowered but are still in
leaf.  Whether transplanting or planting new clumps,
make sure the planting hole has been prepared first
and remove any seed heads from spent flowers.  The
RHS website has an excellent short video on dividing
snowdrops; the link is:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/february.

Do I really need to prune wisteria twice a year?
Yes.  To prevent wisteria from becoming really untidy
and covering windows, roof and guttering, you should
have cut back long, whippy shoots of the current
year’s growth last summer, to around 5 or 6 leaves.
You still have time for winter pruning and should cut
back the same shoots to 2 or 3 buds.  Of course, if
you have an old, established plant, you may need some
judicious hard pruning to remove dead or diseased
growth, or shoots which are too large or intrusive.

Do I cut back all
ornamental grasses this month?
As a rule of thumb, cut back hard deciduous varieties,
pennisetum and miscanthus for instance; for
evergreen varieties, such as amenanthele lessoniana,
stipa tenuissima and festuca glauca, simply run your
hands through them, pulling out dead leaves.
Remember to wear gloves though!  For erect, stiff
leaved grasses, pull out dead and diseased leaves from
the bottom.

GARDENING CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY:

Sow under glass: Leeks, celeriac, broad beans, carrots,
beetroots, greenhouse tomatoes and cucumbers and
early peas.  Continue chitting early potatoes.
Prune clematis, wisteria, mahonia, winter flowering
jasmine, hardy fuchsias and cornus.
Lift and divide snowdrops.
Plant up lilies and allium bulbs in pots.
Last chance to prune autumn raspberries, apple and
pear trees, wisteria and climbing roses.
Finish cutting back ornamental grasses.
Start off dahlia tubers if you lifted them in the autumn.
Soak sweet peas overnight in a couple of inches of
water before sowing, to aid germination.

Micki Nadal

Didn’t They Do Well!
Proving that it need never be too late to achieve your
goals, the following senior success stories may be just the
encouragement you need.

Michelangelo was 71 when he painted the ceiling of
the Sistine chapel.

The author Mary Wesley, who wrote ‘The Camomile
Lawn’ had her first novel published after the age of
70.

George Burns won his first Oscar at the grand old
age of 80.

Marc Chagall, at the age of 90, became the first living
artist to be exhibited at the Louvre.

Albert Schweitzer, physician and humanitarian, was
still performing operations in Africa at the age of 89.

Herman Hesse wrote Steppenwolf at the age of 80.

Italian sculptor and painter Gian Lorenzo Bernini
began designing churches aged 60.

(With thanks to Shelley Klein for her “Senior Moments”)
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Dying is a very dull, dreary affair . . .

A diamond solitaire ring, weighing 3.29cts
Sold for £7,300

Inviting consignments for our jewellery, silver,
antiques and interiors auctions

We offer free, no obligation valuations at our
Winchester Saleroom every Thursday

10am-4pm (no appointment necessary)

Home and specialist valuations are available by
appointment

For enquiries please contact Bellmans:

01962 861789
www.bellmans.co.uk
info@bellmans.co.uk

The Red House, Hyde Street,
Winchester SO23 7DX

Clean Sweep
Chimney Sweeps

Fast, Clean & Efficient
Reasonable Rates

Local Service

Contact:
01264 810802
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. . . my advice is to have nothing whatever to do with it. (WS Maugham)

Last year’s 10th Trout ‘n About Festival was a roaring
success!   The High Street was bursting from 10am -
4pm and the new Kids Zone on the Football Pitch
provided a safe area for families to enjoy picnics, live
music, Juggling Jake, bouncy castles, face-painting, a
petting zoo and so much more! We are also delighted
that all our fantastic stall holders had a brilliant day,
with many of them keen to re-book for 2018.

The system for distributing our profits to local
beneficiaries is now well established.  This year £6,250
was given to the local charities and good causes
(within SO20 area) nominated and voted on by those
who provided invaluable help on the day.

Total donations for 2017 were:

� £1,500 - Stockbridge Football Club

� £1,000 - Stockbridge Parish Council

� £1,000 - Stockbridge Neighbour Care

� £400 - Stockbridge Country Market

� £400 - St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

� £400 - Friends of Stockbridge School

� £400 - Longstock Allotments

� £400 - Alex Lewis Trust

� £750 – gifted to local organisations nominated
by the owners of the fields which we are able
to use for parking on the day

I must say a huge thank you to our wonderful
committee for their hard work throughout the year
and for making this such an enjoyable event to
organise. If you would be interested in joining the
committee, volunteering next year, or would be
happy to supply electricity for some stall holders on
the day please don’t hesitate to get in touch!

Tania Casey
Event Coordinator

Stockbridge Community
Cinema
2017 Annual Report

Over 60 people attended the Town Hall on 19
January to receive the annual report of our 2017
activities, finances and future plans.

Total ticket sales increased last year by 13% to 2,070
for the 25 films that were shown with Viceroy’s House
having our largest ever sales (167). Audience
appreciation ratings were introduced with I, Daniel
Blake receiving an almost perfect rating of 97%. The
mailing list further increased by 39% over the year and
a number of films achieved capacity audiences. The
Baby Film Club, for parents/carers of babies up to 12
months, has really taken off with a 3 fold increase in
attendances in 2017, largely as a result word of mouth
recommendations.

The accounts show a healthy balance despite the
reduction in the ticket price from £6 to £5 in
February 2017 and over £3,300 being donated to local
community causes during the year. Full details can be
found at www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk/about us.

We plan to continue to present the usual wide variety
of mainstream, contemporary, foreign language and
family films as well as the increasingly popular
‘recorded live’ events in 2018.

Paul Kidd

Visit of Crawley Bachistas
Over the weekend of 13 and 14 January, St Peter’s
provided the setting for a rather unusual musical
workshop. Some 18 singers together with an
orchestra of a similar number met at St Peter’s church
to sing the first part of Bach’s Christmas Oratorio as
well as other less well know Cantatas. The singers are
simply a group of friends who love singing Bach. They
feel that they don’t often get the opportunity to put
on concerts and so they meet purely for the joy of
exploring and singing this wonderful music.

Most of the singers perform with the Orlando
Chamber Choir in London and we had the chance to
hear them when they came to use the church.
Everyone was singing for the love of it, and there was
some beautiful solo singing as well as excellent
harmony in the chorales. It was a most enjoyable
occasion.

It is likely that there will be at least two more similar
week-ends this year at Crawley Church - on the
7th/8th of April and on the 8th/9th September.

Geoff Cox
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Do not regret growing older . . .

Stockbridge Welcomes New Businesses
The Christmas season saw the arrival of a number of new businesses in Stockbridge High Street, particularly in and around the
development of The Vine.  What are they? Who are they? Why did they choose to come to Stockbridge? A number have
accepted our invitation to answer these questions and introduce themselves.  We wish them all the very best of luck and hope
to include more next month.   Editors

Carina Rose Bridal

I have always loved
Stockbridge, it is a friendly
place with individual and
interesting shops, businesses
and pubs. It is a place where
people come to eat, to shop
and to walk, soaking up the
gorgeous Hampshire
countryside and I was one of
those people!

I had been looking to open a
Bridal Shop for almost two years, and had been looking
first at Alresford. Moving the net to Stockbridge seemed
the natural choice; my daughter was about to be married

and the reception was in the stunning gardens of
Houghton lodge. I loved it so much I could not think of
being anywhere else - my business had to be here.

I wanted a shop with character and it had to have the
right “feel”. The Vine had been looking sad and forlorn
for years and when I passed I always wished someone
would love it and turn it into a great place. I was
surprised and extremely happy when it was put under
scaffolding and I was contacted by the local agent. That
was it! - I was lucky enough to be accepted for my first
choice of shop unit.

I have had retail shops before but up until recently I was
a Sales Manager managing a new development of 800
luxury apartments in Chelsea, so I suppose you could
say this is a new venture…

I do not live in Stockbridge but hope to move to the
area within a year or two, giving time for my new
venture to establish itself and for me to find the perfect
home.

Carina
          www.carinarosebridal.co.uk

Stocks at The Vine

Stocks At The Vine opened its door at the very end of
October 2017- just in time for the Christmas rush.  We
are so happy to be one of the specialist shops that have
opened following the sensitive and extensive renovations
of The Vine. Once again this lovely old building can take
her place as an important feature and presence on the
High Street of Stockbridge.

As the owner of the business I feel passionate about
good ‘independents’ on our High Streets - it is they that
keep our tradition of retailing alive around the country.
Stockbridge has changed so much over the past few
months and will grow from strength to strength. At no
other time have so many new shops opened, revitalising
the town and, at the same time, adding so well to the
existing old favourites.

I have been in retail for over thirty years, previously
having six shops in central Cambridge and surrounding
market towns.  Now I just have the two - one in central
Henley on Thames and now Stockbridge.  My ethic is to

Miracca and Browne

Ever since moving to the Test Valley in 2015 we’ve
considered opening a shop in the area - and we love
Stockbridge! It has a friendly and independent spirit that
is reflected in its restaurants and shops, and we found
ourselves coming here most weekends to mooch around
and get a bite to eat. The Squirrel’s building always
intrigued us and, serendipitously when we started
looking at premises, it became available.

We’ve been making fine and high quality jewellery for
other retail brands for quite some time now, but ideas
for our own designs in our own space have been
simmering on a slow burner for several years - then
when it finally happened it all fell into place very quickly.
We will continue to run our trade business from London
for the foreseeable future; but the plan is to eventually
migrate the workshop to Strawberry House so that
everything can be made on site - and so that David can
cut down his commute!

We hope to build up a local clientele by offering a full
service, whether it’s repairs, remodelling, or a bespoke
piece to mark a special occasion. We’ve been thrilled
with the reception we’ve had so far, both from fellow
Stockbridge retailers and residents in the town and
surrounding villages. Thank you for the warm welcome.

David Miracca and Tiffany Browne
            www.miraccabrowne.com
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. . . it is a privilege denied to many. (Anon)

provide excellent customer service selling carefully
chosen and unusual giftware and ladies’ cashmeres.  The
cashmeres are sourced from Italy, America and London
and are just divine!  The giftware is the best I can find to
fulfil my ethic of having high standards, with interesting
and fun gifts that you may not have seen before and a
continual change of goods. We have been so warmly
welcomed in Stockbridge and appreciate all the kind and
wonderful comments we have received.

If you have not been in before do come and visit us and
meet Monika (my manageress) and me. We shall be
happy to welcome you as we look forward to becoming
a well-respected member of the Stockbridge retail
community.

Thank you to all of our customers who have supported
us so enthusiastically since our opening only a couple of
months ago and we wish you all, and all those dear to
you, a very happy 2018.

Sandie Harrow
         www.shopatstocks.com

Vine Pianos
Deborah Barlow is a local girl
who grew up in North
Baddesley, and now lives in
Broughton. She lived for a
number of years in Coventry,
where she established a
business tuning, regulating,
restoring and selling pianos.

Her work included servicing pianos in Coventry schools,
Coventry Cathedral, churches, theatres, clubs, and
hotels across the Midlands.

After suffering a serious riding accident, she had decided
to return to her former career having more recently
been Assistant Director of Children’s Social Care at
Gloucester County Council. She visited The Vine Inn in
March this year where her husband Chris was working
with DC Li Builders on The Vine Inn Project. He planted
the seed of an idea which led Deborah to start her piano
business in the stable yard.

Deborah is enjoying living and work locally, and was
particularly attracted to Stockbridge having ridden,
walked, and shopped in Stockbridge for many years.  She
has a lot of expertise in pianos and simply loves people
to enjoy playing. ‘Vine Pianos’ offer piano sales, lessons,
sheet music, musical gifts and a tuning repairs and
restoration service. Do pop in to the Vine Yard and say
hello!        www.vinepianos.co.uk

Bobbin
Living in
Longstock, as I
do, it is a huge
pleasure to have
been able to fulfil
a long held desire
to bring my
‘Bobbin Sewing
School’ into
Stockbridge - a unique place to welcome creative
people. Fashion and textiles have always been part of my
life having originally studied garment construction design
and technology in Oxford. I have worked in couture,
high end fashion retail and enjoyed a spell as a fashion
buyer for a boutique in Oxfordshire but my true passion
is designing, making and passing on my skills to allow
others the fulfilment that comes with sewing. Teaching
dressmaking and soft furnishing for many years has
gradually developed into what ‘Bobbin’ is today - a haven
where I hold regular classes and courses for all.

I welcome all levels of talent and am developing our
timetable with new products to cater to peoples’
requests. Sewing has the power to remove people from
the fast paced technological life we now lead and enables
us to reconnect with the pleasure of creativity. Our
classes are small, friendly and offer a modern approach
to age old crafts. I am also pleased to bring a small
haberdashery to town catering for those who suddenly
need a reel of thread.          Alison Warner
           www.bobbinsewingschool.co.uk

Misho Hair Studio
After a two and a half year absence,
Misho Dimitrov realises his dream
of opening his own hair salon in
Stockbridge. ‘Misho Hair Studio’,
which caters for both women’s and
men’s hairstyling needs, opened its
doors on 2nd January 2018 in the
recently renovated Vine Yard.

Misho began his career at several
salons in the Bulgarian capital of Sofia, before moving to
the UK in 2004 to join ‘The Bodybarn’ in Stockbridge
and worked his way up to principal stylist and manager,
becoming a British citizen during this time.  After twelve
years he moved to Alesford to manage the much bigger
‘Hair Art’ for two and a half years before returning to
Stockbridge.

Misho has worked closely with Aveda for almost two
decades and carries their ethos into the culture of
‘Misho Hair Studio’. His ambition is to create the best
hair salon in Hampshire by making clients feel welcome,
relaxed and invigorated, and by continuing his
relationship with AVEDA products and training
programs, Misho and his team are always at the cutting
edge of new techniques and treatments.

Misho says: “I’m absolutely thrilled to finally launch my
own hair salon in Stockbridge and look forward to
welcoming clients old and new.  It’s fantastic to be
supported by such a helpful network of businesses having
lived in the area for many years.”

The studio is stylishly decorated with flagstone flooring
and under floor heating, with walls adorned by
renowned local artists from the Test Valley.  Clients can
indulge in the Aveda experience area while relaxing with
a drink before their consultation, taking comfort in the
knowledge Misho and his team will give expert advice
and a personalised service.

  www.mishohairstudio.co.uk
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Richard Steel & Partners
The Family Owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Established 1860

Richard Steel  Iain Steel

Alderman House, 12-14 City Road
WINCHESTER

(01962) 862333 (24 hours)

“Over 157 years
of Family Service”

� A Choice of Funeral Plans  �
� Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide  �

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

COUNTY MOLE
CATCHER

Traditional mole control offering
a fast & friendly service ~ No mole caught, no fee

No gas or poisons
A member of both the Guild of British Molecatchers

& The British Molecatchers Register

YOUR LOCAL MOLE CATCHER
Mobile: 07894 046263

email: judd@countymolecatcher.co.uk
For more information please visit
www.countymolecatcher.co.uk

To hold the same views at forty as we held at twenty . . .
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. . . is to have been stupefied for a score of years. (RL Stevenson)

“The Streets Shall be Lit”
Following a Christmas season when we have all enjoyed the
extra Christmas lighting in Stockbridge High Street Geoff
Merritt’s archive reminds us that the High Street has not
always been the brightly lit attraction that we know today.
Interesting to note also is that the issue of cost is ever
present! (Editors)

Lighting of the Town (Stockbridge 1880)
It may truly be said of any good action  “better late than
never”, and we may well apply this old adage to the
meeting held at the Schoolroom on Monday evening last,
when about a dozen of the principal inhabitants met
together for the purpose of considering what steps
should be taken to light our streets during the long
winter evenings. We are exceedingly pleased to be able
to say that the meeting was not called in vain, An
energetic committee of management being formed for
carrying into operation the resolution that “the streets
shall be lit”, and further the subscripting list for defraying
expenses received some liberal donations from those
present. We are quite sure that the committee need no
incentive for rapidity of action after their walk from the
Schoolroom to their several homes through the dreary
streets on such an evening as Monday last.

Parish Council (Stockbridge 1930)
Mr G Berriman presided over a meeting of the Parish
Council on Tuesday evening, when members present
were Miss Nicholson and Messrs T. F. Parker  and A.
Dumper, with the Clerk (Mr H. Fowgies). The council
had under consideration the withdrawal of the level
crossing keeper from the railway crossing on the road
to the Marshes, and decided to place a proposal before
the Stockbridge District Council at their meeting the
next day. The council also discussed the question of the
introduction of electricity into the town, and the
purposes of public  lighting. They decided not to move in
the matter until such time they received definite
information as to the cost from the Electricity Supply
Co. The matter was recently before the parish meeting,
when a representative of the Wessex Electricity Supply
Co attended and gave an approximate figure.

On the right of the picture above can be seen a paraffin oil
street lamp which was in use at the time.

Stockbridge Parish
Council Newsletter

Happy New Year!

Council Vacancies
We are delighted to introduce our new Parish Clerk,
Michael Mortimer. Michael is in the middle of moving
house but for now can be contacted by email at
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com. We still have
three vacancies for councillors and Michael would be
happy to talk to any interested residents about what
the role might involve. Do get in touch.

Planning
If a planning application is on the Agenda to be
discussed and you have any comments, either positive
or negative, it’s important to let the clerk or your
councillors know about these in plenty of time, either
in writing or at the relevant meeting.  We represent
you and need to know your views on matters which
affect you. We would also urge you to make personal
representation which can be done in writing or on line.
For those with access to the internet, you can view
planning applications at:
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/planningandbuildi
ngcontrol/viewplanningapplicationsonline/view-planning-
applications-online/

Traffic
Last month's top speed has been exceeded by a car
doing 84mph in the 30mph area of Winton Hill; we
hope this information will be of interest to Highways
and police. We have gathered baseline data for all areas
of the village and the Speedwatch team are now
carrying out speed checks - see PCSO Cathy Williams’
column on page 25.

War Memorial
The latest quote from a structural engineer to
investigate and report was for a sum of around £8,000.
SPC is looking into alternatives and funding.

Alyson Lownie

Parish Councillor contact details:

Richard Foord
Alyson Lownie
Iain Bell
Frances Candler
James Leslie
Russell Jackson
Sally Smith

01264 810648
07411 251698
07425 385511
01264 811776
07768 765778
07895 300465
01264 811631

jmfoordandson@tiscali.co.uk
alyson@lownie.net
bell597@btinternet.com
francescandler@gmail.com
jamsel@btinternet.com
jacksonrusselld@gmail.com
sally2210@aol.com
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Life is a funny thing that happens to you . . .

Andover Gas and Water
EST 2004

BOILER SERVICING, REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT

CENTRAL HEATING REPAIR AND INSTALLATIONS

RAYBURN HEAT CENTRE SUPPLY INSTALLATION AND
SERVICING

AGA OIL SERVICING
Tel 01264 711119

Salisbury Rd, Abbotts Ann, Andover, SP11 7NX
email: sales@andovergasandwater.co.uk

website: www.andovergasandwater.co.uk
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. . . on the way to the grave. (Q Crisp)

Stockbridge Music
Concert

Friday February 9th

String Dimensions
Four Internationally renowned soloists have come
together to form this London based chamber
ensemble, united by a mutual interest in performing
music all too rarely heard in today’s concert
programmes, such as Fritz Kreisler’s String Quartet
and works by Cherubini, Grieg, Liszt and Enescu to
name a few.

Bogdan Vacarescu (violin) is a graduate of the
Conservatoire of Music in Bucharest and the Royal
Academy of Music, London. He is a London based
Romanian concert violinist who has travelled
internationally since his teens as a concerto soloist,
chamber and orchestra musician. His recent solo
album “ Violin & Piano Thrillers” received a five star
review in Musical Opinion.

Akiko Ishikawa (violin) has performed in the
concert halls of Tokyo and Yokohama from a young
age. She moved to England in 1998 and was awarded
a full scholarship with the Berkshire Young Musicians
Trust for five years. She studied with noted chamber
musician Ofer Falk and international soloist Rivka
Golani at Trinity College of Music. As a chamber
musician Akika has won numerous prizes including
the Caveline Chamber Music Competition and the
John Barbirolli String Quartet competition.

Brooke Day (viola) led the viola section of the
National Youth Orchestra of Canada and was concert
soloist with the Ledbridge Symphony Orchestra of
Alberta. He has a masters degree from Birmingham
Conservatoire where he studied with Rivka Golani.

Vanessa Lucas-Smith (’cello) is the cellist of
Britain’s oldest chamber group, the Allegri Quartet. A
regular performer at the Wigmore Hall, QEH, Purcell
Room, Kings Place and festivals throughout the world,
she can be heard on BBC Radio 3 and BBC Radio 4

and Radio Netherlands. Vanessa is on the teaching
staff at Junior Trinity and sits on judging panels.

They were looking for a professional venue to
perform their first outing prior to making their
London debut one week later on the 16th February.
One of our previous performers recommended
Stockbridge Music to them as being the perfect venue
for their launch. Consequently, we are able to offer a
‘once in a lifetime chance’ to hear these stars
performing in Stockbridge because once they are
launched they will become beyond our reach!
They will be playing:
Grieg  String Quartet in F major (Unfinished)
Kreisler  String Quartet in A minor
Bazzini  String Quartet in F major
Liszt  Hungarian Rhapsody No.2
This concert is sponsored by a Stockbridge Music
member who congratulates SM on bringing these stars
to Stockbridge.
All box offices are now open and tickets, £14, are
beginning to sell already:
Robinsons, Butchers , High Street Stockbridge
www.jumblebee.co.uk/stockbridgemusic
The Lights Theatre Box Office( 01264 368368)
Roger Tym (01264 810363)

I do hope that you are able to join us for this exciting
event.                          Tim Lowden,

Director of Music
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The secret of my long life? Swim, dance a little, go to Paris every August  . . .

Women’s World Day of Prayer
St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

Friday 2 March at 2pm

This year it is the turn of St Peter’s Church,
Stockbridge, to hold the Women’s World Day of
Prayer Service and we do hope that many people from
all the parishes will share in this with us. The theme
this year comes from the women of SURINAME, a
small country which lies in the north-east of South
America, part of the Guianas, meaning ‘land of many
waters’.  Suriname is the greenest country on earth.
Almost 94% of the country is covered by pristine,
tropical rain forest with high bio-diversity.  But it is at
risk because of climate change, rising sea waters,
deforestation and mercury poisoning from illegal gold
mining.

Suriname is a country of cultural diversity. The original
inhabitants, Amerindians, make up only 3.7% of the
population.  The rest are descendants of mainly
European settlers (and their slaves or workers)
following the arrival of Columbus in America in 1492.
Freedom of religion is laid down in the Constitution
and there are several different religions practised.
Almost half of the population are Christians.
Suriname gained full independence in 1975.  Twenty
languages are spoken, and following some years of
colonisation by various nations and subsequently rule
from the Netherlands, Dutch is the official language,
but most Surinamese are multilingual.

All God’s
Creation Is
 Very Good

Protection of the environment is critical in this
beautiful country.  Suriname has 715 species of birds
and a multitude of animals and reptiles. The most
famous animal is the giant sea turtle, or leatherback
turtle which breeds here.  In the service that will be
held on March 2nd, the women of Suriname urge us
to cherish God’s exquisite gift of Creation so that it
may be passed on, unspoiled, to future generations.
The service will have been translated into over 60
languages and will be celebrated in 170 countries and
islands.

Although women throughout the world will be driving
this movement, everyone is welcome to participate.

After the service there will be tea and cakes.
Janet Williams

Editors’ note
The World Day of Prayer (known  in
the UK as the Women’s World Day of
Prayer) is an international ecumenical
Christian laywomen’s initiative.  It is run
under the motto “Informed Prayer and
Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated annually in over
170 countries on the first Friday in March. The move-
ment aims to bring together women of various races,
cultures and traditions in a yearly common Day of
Prayer, as well as in closer fellowship, understanding
and action throughout the year.

© WDPIC Suriname 2018 and used by permission

Church Seasons
On 14 February, we will be commencing the period of
Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday, and ends on
Thursday 29 March.

Ash Wednesday is a day of penitence to clean the soul
before the Lent fast.  Some of us have used up our
‘tempting food’ on Shrove Tuesday, usually called
Pancake Day. Roman Catholic, Anglican, and some
other churches hold special services at which
worshippers are marked with ashes as a symbol of
death and sorrow for sin.  In this Benefice there will
be a service at St Mary’s Church, Longstock at
7.30pm.  The ashes are made by burning last year’s
Palm Crosses and mixing the remains with holy oil.
During the service, there is a time to reflect and
repent and then those who wish, come forward and
the Priest marks a cross on the forehead, with the
ashes and speaks the words: remember you came from
dust and to dust you shall return. (Based on God’s
sentence on Adam in Genesis 3: 19).

Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before
Holy Week in the Christian calendar. Whereas Easter
celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after his death on
the cross, Lent recalls the events leading up to and
including Jesus' crucifixion in Jerusalem.

Maddie Hedley
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. . . and live within walking distance of two hospitals. (Dr. H Luro)

Stockbridge Primary & Pre-school
IT and e-safety for all

Happy New Year!  It seems like an age away already and
the new term is in full swing.  From January to July this
year, I will be splitting my time between Stockbridge and
Shipton Bellinger School, supporting them as they move
to appoint a new Headteacher.  I have done this on a
couple of occasions before and have found it so useful to
benchmark my school against another, to use staff
expertise across the schools and, by looking at things
afresh, to ensure that we are always heading in the right
direction.

One thing that doesn’t change across schools is the
children and, as my last magazine piece was about
OfSTED, I felt it only right this time to focus back on the
reason we are in school – not to be inspected or judged
but to educate and inspire our children – they will after
all, be the ones in charge in the not too distant future!

We began the term, as we do every half term, with a
focus on e-safety.  I’m sure you all know a child who can
use a tablet or computer, PC or Chromebook better
than you, in fact it can feel quite intimidating when they
can find a solution after you’ve battled for hours and got
nowhere!  In fact, for those who have children or
grandchildren, I can almost bet that at least one of them
received a new piece of IT kit for Christmas.

It is our responsibility to ensure that we are educating
them to be safe in this online world, a place where
potentially they don’t know who they’re talking to or
sharing information with.  There is a big push from
government to ensure schools educate children about
online safety with a ‘Safer Internet Day’ once a year but,
instead, we’ve decided to ‘drip-feed’ information about
this through to the children each half term.  The children
have responded brilliantly.

In Year R the focus is on going places safely online.  The
youngest children in the school thought about the rules
that you use in real life ie. talking to people you know
and how this might apply to being online.

In Years 1/2 and 2/3 children thought about bullying;
what this means and how it can happen online.  They
considered ways to stop this and what to do if you felt
you were being bullied in real life or online.  We empha-
size the fact that online, you can’t get away from it nec-
essarily in the same way that you can in real life.

In Year 4/5 children considered the acronym SMART
(they’ll tell you what it means!) and what is considered
personal information.  They thought about information
that was safe to share online and what wasn’t – and how
this can be used or abused.

In Year 5/6 children considered cyber bullying and have
written a letter to the children in school to explain how
to keep themselves safe.

Our pre-school children, aged 2-4 years old have been
away from the screens and relishing life outside, even in
the wet and windy weather we’ve had of late.  We own
a set of wellies, waterproof jackets and dungarees for
every child so we’re out no matter what the weather.
Our ‘Tesco Bags for Help’ grant has helped children get
outside in our wild, wonderful world and create bird
hides, develop a huge digging pit for the monster trucks
and a Gruffalo wood to explore – all in our adapted
amphitheatre which is now an extension of our pre-
school space and means children can be out all of the
time if they so choose!

I’m still hopeful for a bit of snow, just enough to look
pretty but not close the school for a day!  Fingers
crossed!                Emma Jefferies
                Headteacher
PS.  No sign of the inspector just yet!

Letters
Dear Editors,
I am writing the biography of Richard Wake of King's
Somborne who went to school in Stockbridge in the
1830s. In his memoirs, Richard recalls the festivities at
the Abbots Arms public house on the occasion of
Queen Victoria's wedding to Prince Albert on the 10th
February 1840. Does anyone know where this pub was
located? If so, please contact me on
gpearson709@btinternet.com and I will be most
grateful.

Many thanks,
Gordon Pearson (01794 388662)

2. After Hugh Saxton’s party in the Town Hall on 25
November, a black coat was left behind. I still have it,
so could you please check if you are missing a black
wool coat with a John Lewis label - it is waiting for you
at my house.
Angela McMeekin (01264  810236)

Lost and Found
1. A brown umbrella and a floral turquoise coloured
silk scarf were left in the Town Hall after the film The
Big Sick on Wednesday 24 January. To recover either
of these items please contact Paul Kidd  (01264

Upcycled Christmas Cards
I’d like to thank you all for generously donating so
many cards for the fund raising project for St Nicholas’
Church Leckford.  You’ll have the chance to buy them
back (in different formats!) as we approach Christmas
2018, to raise funds for the roof repair fund.
Micki Nadal
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Half our life is spent trying to find something to do . . .

Good Meat
Means
Good
Health

JOHN ROBINSON
High class Family Butcher

High Street,
STOCKBRIDGE
Hants SO20 6HF

Displayed cooked meats, salmon,
private functions, barbecues,

 corporate catering, local deliveries
 and a full selection of prime

 quality meat.

Telephone 01264 810609
Facsimile 01264 810957
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. . . with the time we have rushed through life trying to save. (W Rogers).

Lindy Lou’s
Recipes &

Crafty Corner

Happy New Year (or is it too late to say that now?)

The days are already beginning to get longer and the
mind turns to spring. Or at least a wish for it! It is
Sunday evening and we had a lovely family lunch of
roast local leg of lamb. But what is to be done with
the leftovers? Here is just one idea.

Lamb Pilaf
Serves 4
1 tbsp. vegetable oil
Finely chopped onion
400g diced neck of fresh lamb or a similar quantity of
cooked roast lamb
1 tbsp ground cumin
1 tbsp ground coriander
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tsp ground cardamom
A good pinch of chilli flakes
200g basmati rice
350-400ml chicken stock
150g plump raisins
A handful of chopped fresh coriander

Heat the oil in a frying pan and fry the sliced onion
until soft but not brown and remove. Add the lamb to
the pan - if fresh, brown all over, if cooked, stir to
heat through.  Add the ground cumin, coriander,
cinnamon, cardamom and chilli flakes.  Mix and fry for
2 minutes, then remove from the pan.  Add the rice
to the pan, coat in the remaining oil then add the
chicken stock and bring to the boil.  Return the onion
and lamb to the pan and season, then cover and
simmer gently for 10 -12 minutes.
Finally stir in the raisins and the chopped coriander
and then serve.

The best thing about this meal, so I am reliably
informed, is that it only has approximately 530kcals.

Optional: you could add chopped dried apricots to
give it a little more of a Moroccan flavour.

Don’t forget the Thursday market is back every
Thursday morning with seasonal vegetables and tasty
produce. We hope to see you very soon.

Lindy Lou’s Kitchen
Linda.hotchen@btinternet.com

From PCSO
Cathy Williams:
Last month saw the set-up of
Speedwatch within the Village.
The scheme is to educate drivers
who do not adhere to the speed

limit and it’s a great way for residents to take
ownership over an issue that greatly effects those that
live and travel here.  If you want to know any more
about the scheme or are interested in volunteering
please contact me on the below email address. If you
see volunteers carrying out roadside checks, please
give them the support and encouragement they
deserve.

Stockbridge saw a series of lead thefts which Police
are investigating and a suspect has been identified.
Along with reports of the thefts and damage, residents
also reported several suspicious incidents which
assisted in identifying the suspect. The suspect is still
due to be arrested and questioned on these matters. I
will aim to keep residents updated with the
progression of this.

On 7 December and as the result of another report of
suspicious activity, a male was located in a vehicle
parked on Stockbridge High Street.  This vehicle was
not owned by him nor did he have permission to be in
it and he was therefore arrested for associated
offences.

The above examples are great reasons to continue to
report suspicious incidents.  Each report is read by
Officers covering the area. When necessary, further
investigation is taken or linked in with other
suspicious or criminal activity.

Ref: 44180020236
At 5.45am on Sunday 14 January a male was seen in
the rear garden of a residential property on the High
Street. He was described as white, early 20s, and
wearing a coat with fur lined hood. Nothing was
stolen or damaged but if you have had something
similar please call 101 and quote the above number.

Ref: 44180018501
We received a report that on Friday 12 January at
10.30am, a male was seen on Stockbridge Down
exposing himself to a passing dog walker. We have
been unable to gain a description of the male but if
you see anything suspicious or have further
information please call 101 and quote the above
number.

Please remember; 999 in an emergency and 101 for
any enquiries or non-urgent reports.

Catherine.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Cathy Williams 15559
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One of the advantages of being 70 is that you only need four hours sleep . . .

A. H. CHEATER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Personal attention from
Simon & Michael Peace

and Giles Sadd

122 The Hundred
ROMSEY
SO51 8BY

Tel: (01794) 513393
www.ahcheater.co.uk

24 hour service
Private Chapels of Rest

Pre-payment Plans available
Monumental Masonry Service

Good Lady Cleaner
I will clean your home from
top to bottom.
Very good references
25 years’ experience.
Trustworthy and reliable
and I cover all villages.
Used to all pets.

Phone Lynn 01264 366037
or Mobile 07843 112269

NATURAL
BALANCE

HATHA YOGA & HOLISTIC
THERAPIES

Sports & Deep Tissue Massage
Soft Tissue Release Techniques

Bowen Therapy
Neuro-Structural Integration Technique

Remedial & Relaxation Massage
Indian Head Massage – Reiki

Hopi Ear Candling
Postural Training - Yoga Therapy

YOGA CLASSES (1:1 & small groups)

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Call: 07761 561 822
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. . . True, you do need it four times a day, but still!! (D Norden)

John Kreeft, a Catholic theologian, said in his book,
‘Reading & Praying the New Testament’:
“The bible gives grace. How do you get grace? The same
way you get wet. You don’t do it yourself, God does it, but
you have to go where God is, just as you have to go outside
in the rain to get wet. Reading and praying the bible is
putting yourself in the way, standing in God’s great
waterfall of living water. If you stand in the street you’ll get
hit by a truck. If you stand in the bible you’ll get kissed by
God. It’s God’s mistletoe.”

This has been my experience as we ‘stand in’ John’s
Gospel and allow God to speak to us in our House
Group, which continues to meet every other Thursday.

John makes clear his account of Jesus will focus on
exactly who he is and what he came to do. This will
demand a response from us, says John, just as it did
for those who met him face-to-face.

John pens this breath-taking sketch of who Jesus is in
the very first chapter: the Word, the Creator, the
light of the world; yet one who became a human being
(Jesus, the son of Mary), bringing truth and
undeserved kindness; the Lamb of God, who will deal
with the world’s sin and darkness; the Son of Man,
who opens heaven up to deceivers and sinners so that
they can receive grace and forgiveness and be born
into the family of God, becoming his children. What
an amazing introduction to someone whom John
wants us to know personally.

In the second week we saw how Jesus’ early disciples,
Andrew, Peter, John, Philip & Nathanael
(Bartholomew) start following him, convinced very
quickly that they are in the presence of someone
utterly and totally different from anyone else they
have ever met.

Then we saw how Jesus began to make an impact on
those who encounter him, whether it is servants at a
Galilean village wedding and his own disciples, who
see him work an extraordinary miracle of turning
water into wine or a dramatic confrontation with
merchants profaning the temple at the seat of power
in Jerusalem and the acquiescing Jewish leaders, who
realise Jesus is acting out a Messianic prophecy.
“Prove yourself” is their demand – a temptation Jesus
rejected both in the 40-day wilderness testing by
Satan and here too. Jesus indicates that the proof of
his origin, authenticity and mission will be
demonstrated on the Cross and at his resurrection
three days later. Jesus also knew better than to trust
himself to crowds, who were superficially impressed
by some of his miracles, but were not deeply impacted
in their hearts by a realisation of who he must be and

what response that
demanded.

Then, in chapter 3, a
thoughtful Pharisee
and Jewish leader,
Nicodemus, wants a
quiet, undisturbed
interview with Jesus,
who explains exactly
how to find a living,
personal relationship
with God. John the
Baptist declares his
happiness as best man
that the bridegroom
has come. “Jesus
must become more
important, while I
become less important.”

John leads us on in chapter 4 to another personal
encounter, but this time someone without any of the
‘respectability’ and status that Nicodemus had. John
shows that whether it’s the respectable and admired
in society or someone at the opposite end of the
spectrum – a Samaritan, a woman, a serial adulterer;
both equally need to respond to Jesus in repentance
to receive new life.

In our last meeting before Christmas we saw Jesus’
supreme, effortless authority, where the official’s son
is healed at a distance of 20 miles – Jesus could simply
speak the word and it would be done. Those close to
this event were astonished and put their faith in Jesus.

As we broke to celebrate Christmas, Malcolm who
leads our group encouraged us to reflect on St Paul’s
words: ‘You know that our Lord Jesus Christ was kind
enough to give up all his riches and become poor, so that
you could become rich.’ 2 Corinthians 8.9

We picked up meeting on 11 January and in John
chapter 5, John now recounts another astonishing
miracle, which takes place back in Jerusalem. Not only
is the effect profound for the crippled man himself,
but the timing of it puts Jesus in direct conflict with
the established Jewish leaders, whose animosity is
deep and deadly. This introduces John’s first long
discourse of Jesus, where Jesus confirms the Jews’
worst fears and establishes the authority for what he
says and does – he is indeed claiming to be none other
than the Messiah, the Christ, God’s Son, the Saviour
of the world. Jesus exposes the Jewish leaders’
hypocrisy.

Jesus knows that the Jewish hierarchy (Pharisees,

Studies in John’s Gospel
Bible Group Meeting in Little Dean House

Continued overleaf
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Sadducees and other priests), personifies everything
that is corrupt, proud, arrogant, glory-seeking, self-
serving – a powerful, ruling elite that will never
humble itself to accept him. He does not need to
justify himself, but so that ordinary people have a
better chance to know who he is and to respond to
his love and forgiveness, Jesus has to openly challenge
their corrupt authority and their rejection of him.
This will inevitably lead to his death – throughout the
centuries it’s the way corrupt power works.
However, Jesus knows that it is through his death and
resurrection that all those who come to have faith in
God through him, will receive forgiveness, birth into
God’s family and eternal life.

The House Group and Bible study is open to anyone
who would like join us to discuss in more depth what
the Bible can mean to us in our day to day lives.

For more information please contact Tony Lyons on
01264 811789

St Peter’s
Stockbridges

Christmas 2017

We would like to express our very grateful thanks to
all those who contributed in making our church so
warm and welcoming for Christmas.

St Peter’s looked really wonderful with the decorated
tree, beautiful flower arrangements, the delightful crib,
the amazing notice boards and the striking banner
proclaiming ‘ The Christmas Story ‘ All of this
together with the red carpet and the red glow from
the electric heaters, made the church look quite
stunning.

The Christingle service which started at the beginning
of the late night shopping brought a great number of
children with Mums and Dads into St Peter’s to hear
the story behind the orange with the candle in the
middle and what Christmas is really all about, Jesus
and his love for the whole world. The lights around
the tree on the church lawn were eventually switched
on and it was a wonderful beginning to the start of the
Christmas festivities. The lovely singing of the choir
and hand bells in Old St Peter’s with a reasonable
number in the congregation brought something special
to the end of the evening.

Our Carol Service has always been one of the
highlights of Christmas at St Peter’s and this year was
no exception. We were delighted to welcome many
people from the town and we were particularly
pleased that a number of our friends from St Thomas
More church were able to join with us. Not only did
some very kindly read some of the lessons but Canon
Gerard Dailey brought to us his own particular
message. We are most grateful to Dawn Williams for
her organ playing and to the augmented choir leading
us in the singing of the carols, making it all a very
special time.  We were able to enjoy mulled wine and
mince pies afterwards.

Many children and parents helped fill the church for
the Christmas Story and it was a real joy to see
children getting dressed up to take their part
providing much fun and laughter.  The Midnight
Service also had a good number in attendance
including a family from Devon who happened to be
staying at the Grosvenor Hotel and joined us for the
occasion. Rev: Mike Norton led all these services and
we are most grateful for his tremendous help and
support.

The Column for December 2017
and January 2018

Baptisms and Weddings:
There were no baptisms or weddings during
December and January

Funerals:
Monday 18 December:  The funeral service for
Joyce Compton took place at St Mary’s Church,
Longstock at 1.00pm.  The service was followed by
interment at Longstock Cemetery.

Take Five To Stop Fraud
Received a phone call, text or email asking for your
personal or financial information? Before you act, stop. and
take a moment to assess if the request is legitimate.
1. Never give out your security details (PIN or
full banking password). A genuine bank or
organisation will never ask you for these in an email,
on the phone or in writing.
2. Don't assume an email, text or phone call is
authentic  Even if someone seems to know your
basic details, it doesn’t mean they’re genuine.
3. Don’t be rushed, or pressured, into making a
decision  No genuine bank or trusted organisation
will, under any circumstances, force you to transfer
money to another account on the spot.
4. Listen to your instincts. If a situation feels wrong
or strange it is usually right to question it. Fraudsters
will try to appear trustworthy, but they may not be
what they appear.
5. Stay in control Be confident. It’s OK to stop a
conversation and refuse unusual requests for personal
or financial information.
Reproduced from the Co-operative Bank plc

Continued from previous page
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We were also delighted that both of our schools held
their Christmas Services in the church again this year.
After many practices and marching up and down the
pavement they all did so well and it was a joy to be
there and part of it. Thank you to all the children and
to Mums & Dads for coming and supporting them.
Then a huge thank you to the teachers for all the hard
work they put in and to the Head Teachers, Emma
Jefferies from Stockbridge Primary and Louisa Hiscock
from Test Valley, we were so pleased to welcome you
all to the church. Thank you.

Andover Food Bank:
Through out the year there has been a regular supply
of toiletries, tins of soup and baked beans, biscuits,
pasta and many other items which have been left in
the basket at the back of the church for the Andover
Food Bank.

There is a very real need right on our door step and
everything that has been given has been greatly
appreciated not only by the recipients but also all
those who work so hard to ensure that those families
or elderly people do get things that they cannot afford
themselves.

If you have generously provided gifts for the Food
Bank, THANK YOU SO MUCH, it really has been
invaluable.

Passion Play 2000 -  DVD
On Good Friday 2017 we had a showing of the
Stockbridge Passion Play performed in the year 2000.
What a very special time this was to relive this event
after so many years and to realise how moving an
enactment it was of Jesus Last supper, Crucifixion and
resurrection, everyone played their part so beautifully.

James Montgomery who so superbly videoed this at
the time for us, has very kindly offered to have some
DVD’s made of this if anyone would like one.
We are not sure what the price will be as yet but if
you are interested in purchasing a copy could you
please let James 810803 or myself 810827 know by
the end of this month.

Very many thanks
Pauline (Webster)

Founder’s Day and Thinking Day Service
On 25 February at 10.45am we will be holding a
very special service for the Stockbridge Scout Group
and Brownies to commemorate Founder’s Day and
Thinking Day. We believe that they have not had one
before in Stockbridge so we are delighted to have this
at St Peter’s Church this year.
It will be an All Age Service so we do hope everyone
will come along and support them on this very special
day. We very much look forward to seeing you.

Service Changes
As we are having the above service on the 25th

February we have changed the 10.45am service on the
18 February to Parish Communion Service.

Woman’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 2nd March at 2.00pm in St.Peter’s
Church
The service this year for the Woman’s World Day of
Prayer is based on the country of Suriname It is always
so special to think that all around the world we are
worshipping together at this time. We look forward
to sharing this with you, all are welcome both male
and female!

Sunday Teas
Sunday Teas will be held at 3pm on 3 February and
at 3pm on 4 March.  Please do come along and join
in, you will all be most warmly welcomed.

Geoff Cox & Pauline Webster
Churchwardens

Real Easter Eggs
Out of the 80 million
Easter eggs sold in this
part of the world
every year, The Real
Easter Egg is the only
one which has an
Easter story book in
the box, is made of
Fairtrade chocolate
and supports
charitable projects.

The Easter Eggs for 2018 have a new design Easter
Story as well as a choice of milk or plain chocolate
eggs using Fairtrade chocolate.

In past years I have ordered boxes of eggs and have
fortunately been able to sell what has been bought.
This year I would appreciate some indication in
advance of those wishing to purchase a ‘Real Easter’
Egg.  The prices are £3.99 for milk eggs or £5.50 for
a dark chocolate egg.

If you are interested please phone or email me by
the end of 23 February 2018.  Thank you.  01264
810284.   mjh723@btinternet.com

Maddie Hedley
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On Christmas Day we
enjoyed the most
wonderful Christmas
Service.  This was led by Bishop Jonathan (Bishop of
Southampton).  His warmth and humanity is just lovely
and all who came were made to feel most welcome.

We had a fantastic 105 people
attending so the church was full –
which created a great
atmosphere.  Bishop Jonathan
involved the children, firstly in his
talk, when he related the Love of
Christ to many of the toys which
the children had brought with

them.  Secondly, before Communion, he invited the
youngsters to the Altar to watch him with the
preparations.  We had a great variety of carols and
everyone really enjoyed the service and said it was a
great way to start Christmas.

21 January Plough Service  This service is part of
the Agricultural Year and is shared with Leckford.  The
service alternates between Longstock and Leckford and
this year it was at Longstock.  An old plough was
brought into the
church and this
was taken up to
the Chancel for
blessing, together
with the
ploughmen and
the seeds for
sowing.   It was a
lovely service and
provides for a
good connection
between the Church and the land.  The plough is a light
plough used with a pony and allegedly was found in a
hedge at Longstock by Geoff Smith.   We were grateful
to Geoff for arranging for the plough to be delivered
and to the team looking after arrangements.

A brief update on the outcomes from the
consultations which have taken place over the past few
months.   We have now been given the proposals for
the parishes in vacancy.  Romsey are now advertising
for a new vicar and an additional post for their parish.
It was suggested that Broughton with Bossington and
Houghton should be amalgamated with Leckford,
Longstock and Stockbridge.  The proposal also
suggested that Mottisfont should move to join with

St Mary’s
Longstock

Lockerley, West and East Tytherley and East Dean.
This would make for a fairly even distribution of
population.  However, Mottisfont want to stay linked
with Broughton and Houghton so it appears that
there will be consultations on a new Benefice of 6
Parishes and 8 Churches.   We will meet in early
February with the wardens from Broughton,
Houghton and Mottisfont to see how we might work
together.  The outcomes of any discussions will go to
an Area Pastoral Committee in March.  If approved by
all parties there would then be formal consultations
by the Church Commissioners.  It would seem that it
could be another year before we have a new vicar!

Meanwhile your churchwarden and PCC members
are working hard to maintain the church and monthly
services.  We are being helped by retired clergy and
our own resources.

Annual Church Meeting.  The date for this is to be
Tuesday 24 April at St Mary’s.  At this meeting the
Church Wardens are elected, as are members of the
Parochial Church Council (PCC).  Rik George, a long
serving member of the PCC has said that he is retiring
from the PCC.  This leaves us with a very small
Committee of 2 members plus the church warden, a
total of 3.  Would you please think if you are able to
offer any help.  Ideally we would like another 3 or 4
members to help with decision making and the
running of church.  To be elected you need to be on
the Church Electoral Roll, but we can also co-opt
members.

Please, please think about whether you can
offer your services at this crucial time of
change.   If you would like any information about
what this might involve, please phone Maddie on
01264 810284.

14 February, which is Ash Wednesday, is the
start of Lent.  St Mary’s Church, Longstock  will have
a service at 7.30pm.  This is a Communion Service
with the Imposition of Ashes for those who would
like this.    A good way to start Lent.   For more
information, please see the article on page 22.

Sunday 11 March is Mothering
Sunday with an All Age Service at
9.30am and the distribution of posies to
mums.  The posies this year are being
made by a group of young people in
Longstock.

There will be more information about Mothering
Sunday, Holy Week and Easter Services in the March
magazine, but please note that Easter Day this year
falls on 1 April.            Maddie Hedley



Sundays and other Church Service

4 February       2 before Lent             Green
8.00am   Leckford  Said Holy Communion

  Revd Bob Green
10.45am Stockbridge    Mattins           Revd Jill Bentall

11 February     Next  before Lent    Green
9.30am   Longstock All Age Worship            MH/BO
10:45am Stockbridge   Parish Communion

Revd Mike Norton

Wednesday 14 February      Purple
       Ash Wednesday
7.30pm  St Mary, Longstock   Communion Service
    with imposition of Ashes   Revd Bob Green

18 February      Lent 1      Purple
8.00am   Old St Peter   Said Holy Communion

    Revd Andrew Warner
9.30am   Longstock    Morning Worship        MS/BO
10.45am Stockbridge   Parish Communion

Revd Mike Norton
6.00pm   Leckford      Evensong      Revd Bob Green

25 February       Lent 2      Purple
9.15am   Longstock  Parish Communion
                    Revd Mike Norton
10.45am Stockbridge   Founders Day Service for the
    Brownies and Scout Group

     Revd Mike Norton

. . . if you don't mind, it doesn't matter. (M Twain)

Church Diary for February 2018

Weekday and other events

Sunday 4 February
3.00pm    Sunday Teas at St Peter’s Church

Friday 9 February
7.00pm    Stockbridge Music -   String Dimensions
     at St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

Wednesday 14 February  Purple
Ash Wednesday
7.30pm    St Mary, Longstock:   Communion Service
          with imposition of Ashes

Monday 19 February
Stockbridge Standing Committee

Thursday 22 February
12.30pm  Longstock Lunches at Longstock Village Hall
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Prayer for February
The Magi came and worshipped and left their gifts,
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.
Then left to return to their own land
The Christmas Trees and lights are now a thing of
the past.

The New Year has brought with it coughs and
sneezes, and many suffering with flu.
So thank you Lord for the skilled and caring doctors
and nurses.
They care for us and do their best to re-assure.
We pray for all who work in hospitals at this time
of worry, expectations, illnesses and concerns.

But, the days are lengthening, the sun has made a
few rare appearances.
The plough and workers on the land have been
blessed.
As we now progress towards Lent, let us consider
what we might want to renew, put right.
As always Lord, we thank you for our blessings
Walk with us we pray as we journey towards
change and the unknown.
Help us keep focused on the work and mission
you have left us to do in Your Name.
Help us to work with each other with kindness and
hope.
Let us leave behind the darkness and turn to your
glorious Light.
Amen.

Lent Course - ‘On the Third Day’
This year we are using Lent Material from ‘York
Courses’  Their five session course has been
written by Bishop John Pritchard with contributions
from a wonderful range of Christian thinkers,
including Rt Revd Tom Wright, Professor Paul
Vallely, Revd Ruth Gee and Rt Revd Libby Lane (the
first CofE woman Bishop).

The sessions headings are:
1. Have I got news for you!  2. So what? The
implications of the Resurrection  3. ‘Let him Easter
in us’   4.  Celebrating and praying Easter;    5. A
risen Church.
The course will be led by a combination of Revd
Mike Norton, Revd Bob Green and Maddie Hedley.

Dates:  20 & 27 February, 6, 13, & 20 March.
Venue: Jack’s Plot, Longstock, with thanks to Jane
Fenn Smith.
If you would like to book a place please ring Maddie
01264 810284 or email mjh723@btinternet.com.

A course booklet will be available.



Chilbolton Chair Company
Makers & upholsterers of fine quality furniture

● Bespoke hand made furniture
● Complete re-upholstery of all furniture
● Supply of a wide range of fabrics
● Curtains, blinds, soft furnishings
● Stock items available for sale

Unit 12B, Stonefield Park, Chilbolton SO20 6BL
Tel: 01264 861117

email: info@chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk
Mobile: 07582 850810 or 07961 800601

www.chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk


