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Stockbridge Football Club
Glenn Curtis (Chair)   07585 112523
Greg Willcox (Hon Sec) 07768 266288
Email:  stockbridgefc@hotmail.com
Stockbridge Music
Tim Lowden      810601
Stockbridge Parish Council
Richard Foord (Chair)          810648
Clerk: Sue Hobbs
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com
www.stockbridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Stockbridge Pharmacy
Posh & Usha Leal                 810624
Stockbridge Police Station
(Non emergencies)        101
Stockbridge Primary School
(incorporating Stockbridge Pre-School)
Emma Jefferies (Head)          810550
Stockbridge Rec Ground
Paul Barker(Chair)      01794 389131
David Barnes (Sec)               810516
Stockbridge Surgery           810524
Out of hours urgent treatment or advice
Hants Doctors On Call   freephone 111
Stockbridge Town Hall
Kim Candler (Chair)            811776
On-line bookings
www.stockbridgetownhall.co.uk
or phone                   01264 513299
Test Valley School (Head)
Louisa Hiscock                     810555

Longstock & Leckford WI
Micki Nadal        810567
Neighbour Care    0845 0943713
Please note: Calls cost 7p per minute
plus your network access charge.
New JAM
Lyn Woods             350846
or Pauline Webster      810827
Pastoral Visitors
Tony Sheppard  (Chair)     810200
RBL (Houghton branch)
David Williams (Chair)      811072
Iain Bell (Sec)             811636
A McMeekin: Poppies        810236
Rupert Trust
Alasdair Cox          810311
Scouts
James Smith         07815 580634
St Thomas More Church
Canon Paul Townsend  01962 852804
Stockbridge Church Flowers Sec
Angela McMeekin              810236
Stockbridge Community Cinema
Paul Kidd             811179
Stockbridge Country Market
Micki Nadal                        810567
Stockbridge Court Leet
Guy Boney (Lord of the Manor)
                     810614
Diana Tym (Bailiff)         810363
Stockbridge Dramatic Society
Mark Frank               810562

Beavers
Frances Waghorn     01962 776048
Bell ringers (Longstock)
Chris Reynell              810569
Bell ringers (Stockbridge)
Gerald Lambert              810664
Brownies (meet in Chilbolton)
Julie Shone               01962 761269
Church Mouse Books
Briar Philips                    810838
Community Responder
Mandy Henley                     810874
Cub Scouts
Mo Collins          01256 895534
Organist and Choir Mistress
Dawn Williams                   810724
Joyrides Shopping Bus
John Musters               810459
Kent Hill Hall
Rebecca Ferris         810658
Leckford Parish Council
Dawn Williams  810724
Longstock Garden Club
Clare Bramley                    810432
Longstock Mayflies
Jo Oliver-Hawkins              811186
Longstock Neighbourhood Watch
Charles Grieve                   810580
Longstock Parish Council
Chair: Sophie Walters         810171
Clerk: John Musters             810459
Longstock Village Hall
Selina Musters                  810459

St Nicholas Leckford
Churchwarden
Dawn Williams              810724
Deputy Warden
Les Creed                      810969
Roy Watt     810846
Hon Secretary
Sue Mansergh               810731
Hon Treasurer
David Barnes                 810516

St Mary Longstock
Churchwarden
Madeleine Hedley            810284
Deputy Warden
Vacant
Hon Secretary
Richard Robinson          810388
Hon Treasurer
Garry Hedley             810284

St Peter Stockbridge
Churchwardens
Geoff Cox        810054
Pauline Webster      810827
Deputy Warden
Angela McMeekin       810236
Deputy Warden & Hon Secretary
Tony Lyons            811789
Hon Treasurer
Barbara North            810732

The Parishes of Stockbridge, Longstock and Leckford
Rector: in vacancy

 Phone no. 01264 810810
Website: http://www.2day.ws/stockbridge

Licensed Lay Ministers: Sue Holligan 01794 388484, Howard Rowe 01794 388400

All Enquiries, including enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please contact our Churchwardens, see details below.

This Magazine: 11 issues a year: (£8 if paid in advance, £1 per copy)
Editors: Frances Candler 811776, Jennifer Kidd 811179

Distribution: Sylvia Shepard 810603 ; Advertisements: advertstockmag@gmail.com
December/January copy deadline: 15 November 2017 email: editorsstockmag@gmail.com
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From Revd Mike Norton

Dear Friends,

REMEMBERING

November is a month for remembering of course. “Remember, remember the 5th of November,
gunpowder, treason and plot,” is one of the dates to remember perhaps. Gory scenes in a TV series point
out that there were other aspects to that event besides fun evenings with a bonfire and fireworks!
Perhaps it’s better forgotten than remembered.

November 11th and Remembrance Sunday dominate the month of course, and they are important dates
for many families. My own grandfather was an early casualty of the First World War, and three years ago
I, and other members of the family, went to Ypres and laid a wreath at the Menin Gate Memorial to the
Missing on the centenary of his death. It was an experience we are in no danger of forgetting.

Another place I have visited, and which sticks in my mind, is the National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas
near Lichfield in Staffordshire*.  A central Memorial there commemorates those in our armed forces who
have died in conflict, accident or as a result of terrorism since the Second World War. Their names are
recorded on stone memorials. There are over 12,000 names there - so far! The blank stones plaques
ready for more names to be inscribed move me as much as the plaques already filled with names. To me
this makes the point that we should not only Remember - we should learn. Not learning has cost too
many lives already.

Look forward to December, it has happier connotations!

Blessings!

Mike

* Please see page 5 for details of a lecture in Broughton Village Hall on Wednesday 15 November at 8pm by
Major General (rtd) Patrick Cordingley, Chairman of the National Memorial  Arboretum Appeal, with the title,
‘The Moving Story of Remembrance’.

Cover Photograph: Autumn view over Stockbridge, by Geoff Merritt

The theme of this month’s footers is remembrance

Remembrance Celebrations 2017     7
Remembrance in St Peter’s      22
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The Constant Wife        16
Virgin Media Broadband Update     19

Contents
Benefice Diary for November     31
Church News                  28,29,30
Editorial                6
From Revd Mike Norton            3
How to be a Christian Here and Now (Course) 28
More Tales from Ray Lobb      13
New Italian Quarter in Stockbridge    19
New Path for Old St Peter’s     21
PCSO Cathy Williams reports               25
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Local Events November 2017

To live in hearts we leave behind . . .

Houghton WI

Monday 20 November
7.30pm

at Houghton Village Hall

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
and demonstration of facial products

by Julie Raines

Visitors always welcome
For further details please call

Jane Anderton 01264 810928 or
Julie Harwood 01264 810314

Test Villages
 University of the Third Age

Wednesday
1 November

Mark Watts
Winchester Prison:
Past and Present

Longstock Village Hall at 2pm
 Please see www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk

or ring 01264 860492 for details
and to find out more about Test Villages U3A

and our special interest groups

Longstock & Leckford WI
Tuesday 28 November

7.30pm
Stockbridge Town Hall

The Polar Arctic -
Bears and Glaciers

A talk by Mr N Stewart

All welcome

Please contact Micki Nadal, 810567, or
Sylvia Shepard, 810603, for further information

   Stockbridge
  Community

Cinema
Stockbridge Town Hall

Tickets £5.00 from
 John Robinson or Garden Inn or online via

www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk (£0.75 booking fee)

A MAN CALLED OVE (15)
Friday 17 November 7.30pm

Comedy/drama in Swedish
with English subtitles (1hr 43mins)

Ove, an ill-tempered, isolated retiree who spends
his day enforcing residents' association rules and
visiting his wife's grave, has finally given up on life

just as an unlikely friendship develops with his
boisterous new neighbours.

MISS SLOANE (15)
Wednesday 22 November

4.30pm and 7.30pm
Mystery / suspense (2hrs 9mins)

In the high-stakes world of political power-brokers,
Elizabeth Sloane (Jessica Chastain) is the most

sought after and formidable lobbyist in Washington
D.C.  But when taking on the most powerful

opponent of her career, she finds winning may
come at too high a price.

Longstock
Garden Club

Tuesday 14 November
7.30 at Longstock Village Hall

 A talk by Sara Gruzeliet
on

 Creating a Garden for All Seasons
Please contact Clare Bramley 810432

for further details

SAVE THE DATE!
SADS Production of Somerset Maugham’s

The Constant Wife
Thurs 7 - Sat 9 December

See Page 16
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. . . is not to die. (Thomas Campbell)

Local Events November & December 2017

Test Valley Villages Lecture Series
Wednesday 15th November 2017
 8pm at  Broughton Village Hall

The Moving Story of Remembrance
Major General (retired) Patrick Cordingley

Before the 1st World War our soldiers killed in
foreign fields tended to be buried in mass graves
and were hardly remembered at home. All this
changed during the 1st World War.  Patrick
Cordingley will relate how and why this happened -
why there is the Cenotaph and the two minutes
silence. He will bring the story up to date by
explaining the establishment of the National
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire.

Patrick’s military career took him to the highest
levels of the army, and he is now Chairman of
Defence and Security Forum and the National
Memorial  Arboretum Appeal. We are delighted to
welcome Patrick back following his thought
provoking talk about the Iraq conflict.

All are welcome. Entrance £5 to include a
drink. Full time students free. No booking
required. A donation will be made to the
Army Benevolent Fund.

JANE  AUSTEN  SINGERS
Directed by Simon Lillystone

ADVENT  CAROL  SERVICE
6.00pm

at St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER 2017

Simon Lillystone, the new director of the Jane
Austen Singers, will be conducting his first
performance with the singers in St Peter’s Church,
Stockbridge on Sunday 3 December.

Founded 42 years ago by Tim Lowden, who
directed them throughout this period, this Advent
Carol Service has become a very popular fixture
attracting large audiences because of the extent of
their repertoire and the expertise of their singing.

Tim Lowden strongly believes that, under the
direction of Simon Lillystone, this year’s service will
witness new heights for the singers and should not
be missed.

Wherwell History
Group

8.00pm, Friday 17 November

Vagrants, Paupers and the
Welfare State

Jan Smith

Please contact Andrew Flanagan (Chairman)
01264 860 560 for further details

Stockbridge Music

Sansara Consort
‘For the Fallen’

St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge
7.30pm, Friday 10 November

See page 16 for further details

Friday 1 December
from 4.30pm until late

4.30pm Father Christmas arrives
5.15pm Christingle Service at St Peter’s Church
6.00pm Christmas Lights turned on by Piers Morgan
  and Alex Lewis
7.45pm Carols at Old St Peter’s

Test Valley Brass Band | Longstock Hand Bell
Farleigh School Choir | Fire Eaters and Jugglers

Late night shopping
Festive food and drink aplenty

For more information see page 11 and visit our website
www.stockbridgechristmas.com or Facebook page

www.facebook.com/Stockbridge- Christmas-
715644108471462/
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They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old . . .

Local Events November

Stockbridge Town Hall Events
Weekly
Mon   Pilates (Paula / Clare / Trish)
Tues am   Drawing Classes
Tues am   Jiggy Wrigglers
Tues/Thu pm Yoga with Jo Wheeler
Weds   Yoga with Dionne
Thurs am  Country Market
Thursday  Art Classes
Fri     Moo Music for Toddlers
November
Fri 3   Christmas Fair
Sat 4   Antique Fair
Sat 4   El Tangueras de Corazon
Sun 5-6   Magnificent Material Company
Tue 7/21/28  Alpaca Peru
Tue 7 & 14  Art History Lecture
Tue 7   Little Dean Court Mgt Cttee
Wed 8/15/29   HCC - Children's Services
Wed 8   Daisies
Thu 9   Neighbour Care
Fri 10-12  Hants & Berks Guild of Craftsmen
Tue 14-15  Claudia Bradby Jewellery Limited
Thu 16   University of 3rd Age
Thu 16   Stockbridge Parish Council
Fri 17-18  Cocoon
Fri 17   Stockbridge Community Cinema
Sun 19   Anne Jane Waters Contemporary Art
Sun 19   Hawkmoor Books Ltd
Tue 21/22/24 Stockbridge Community Cinema
Wed 22   Wild Bazaar
Fri 24   The Owl and the Pussycat
Sat 25   Christmas sale- arts,crafts & gifts
Sat 25   Wine Utopia Ltd
Sun 26   Andover Women in Business
Tue 28   Longstock and Leckford WI
Wed 29   Cotton House Interiors

Stockbridge
Country
Market

Every Thursday morning
10.00 - 11.45am

in Stockbridge Town Hall
Selling the very best local and home-made
produce - pies, cakes, breads, soups, eggs,

and vegetables.
Handmade crafts, toys, books, plants, and

bric-a-brac.
Come and browse and enjoy a cup of tea or

coffee with your friends.

Now with a free drop-in IT Help Desk
and Wi-Fi access!

Madding Crowd
Join us for a performance with a
Christmas theme by this
renowned group who perform
music of the bands and choirs of
the 18th and 19th centuries

Two Course Supper and Performance in
the Village Hall, King’s Somborne

on Saturday 25 November

Bar open from 6.45 - supper from 7.00 p.m.

Tickets £12.50 from Cross Stores
or Eileen Reynolds on 01794 388107

Proceeds in aid of Village Hall funds. Raffle on
evening in aid of Friends of the Church
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Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn . . . (cont)

From the Editorial Team
This is a season of remembrance and while the focus
is very much on remembering and honouring those
who gave their lives in the two World Wars, and in
other conflicts, it can also a be a time to remember
our own loved ones. Many churches, including St
Peter’s, hold special services on 2 November, All
Soul’s Day. These services provide an opportunity
to remember together those we have known,
especially those we have loved and miss.

An article on page 16 describes the many ways in
which people are remembered in our churches, and
details of the All Soul’s Service at St Peter’s are on
page 28.

Frances Candler and Jennifer Kidd
01264 811776 or 01264 811179

or email editorsstockmag@gmail.com

Copy for Magazine
For about ten days before each month’s deadline

there will be a box at the back of St Peter’s
Church for paper copy.

Copy date for December/January Magazine:
15 November 2017

Please send emails to: editorsstockmag@gmail.com

Remembrance Celebrations 2017
Remembrance Sunday, falling on the 12
November this year, will be observed in
Stockbridge with the traditional church
service starting at 9.45am. Following the
service, the Royal British Legion (RBL)
members with their Standard, Scouts and
other organisations, together with the congregation
and residents will march to the War Memorial near
the White Hart pub.  There, at 11 o’clock a short
ceremony – like thousands of others across the
Nation and throughout the British Commonwealth -
will take place. Stockbridge resident and RBL member
Tony Hales, who served in the Royal Navy, will read
the names of those who fell in the two World Wars
and whose names are engraved on the Memorial.
The start of the two minute silence during which
traffic is halted will be signalled, either by the
detonation of crow scarer, or a blast from an air
horn.   Parents may wish to warn young children of a
forthcoming loud bang if it is the former.

On the preceding Saturday, Armistice Day on 11
November, another short ceremony will take place at
the ‘eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month’ at the Memorial, with the presence of the
schoolchildren, and the possibility of another ‘bang’.
Residents are, of course, very welcome.

At this time of year the Royal British Legion comes
very much into focus.  The local branch meets in the
Grosvenor Hotel, usually on the first Thursday of
most months at 7.30 pm for a convivial session.  The
annual programme is displayed on a notice board at
the front entrance of the hotel. Details of the purpose
and ethos of the RBL can be found on the website
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/  but may be
summarised as follows: “We help members of the Royal
Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force, Reservists, veterans
and their families all year round. We also campaign to
improve their lives, organise the Poppy Appeal and
remember the fallen.”  The local branch enjoy social
evenings, visits and talks, whilst remaining ready to
assist members if necessary.  As will be clear to
readers, recent conflicts involving British Armed
Forces have increased the need for assistance; this
will continue for many years to come. Membership of
the RBL is not restricted to ex-Service personnel. For
more information please contact Iain Bell on 811636.

Church Mouse Books
Christmas is coming!

We have a particularly good collection of
‘as new’ books for young children. Also
in stock:- a cross section of fiction and non-fiction
books, jigsaws and Cd’s all at very reasonable prices.
Please visit us at St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge High
Street.

Any queries, phone Briar on 01264 810838
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At the going down of the sun and in the morning . . .

MARIUS DIAPER
AND SON

Over 30 Years Experience

All Aspects of Decorating Undertaken
 Including Paper Hanging

Mobile 07751745937

Barrydiaper@tiscali.co.uk

 PAINTING  &  DECORATING
INTERIOR -  EXTERIOR
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. . . We shall remember them. (Lawrence Binyon)

Four years ago in September 2013, three weeks into
the term, OfSTED visited.  We’re now significantly
overdue for a return visit as schools which were
previously rated ‘Good’ are inspected every 3 years -
so who knows, by the time you read this, we may have
been inspected once again! Of course, we may still be
hanging on.  Either way, we’re ready.  Ready to show
and share all that we do which makes a difference to
the lives of children in your village and the surrounding
areas.  That said, the wait isn’t always easy!  I’m trying
not to mention OfSTED in every sentence (my staff
will tell you whether I’m good at this or not!).  I’d like
to feel that we are all sufficiently principled and driven
by the needs of the child to make sure that the things
we change and improve upon are for the good of the
children, and not for an inspector who will only spend
a day or two with us.  Whilst this is fairly easy and,
after all, why we’re in the job - the nerves are perhaps
not so easy to control!

When the inspector calls, one of the key things they
will want to do is to talk to our Governors.  At
Stockbridge, we have 12 Governors on the Full
Governing Body which comprises staff, parent,
community, and Local Authority members who
support and challenge the leadership of the school to
ensure that strategic decisions are made in the best
interests of the children.  We are so lucky to have
been well led for the last six years by Carrie Ross who
has been on the Governing body since before I began
as Headteacher here.  Carrie has been an amazing
Chair of Governors; despite never having had children
or grandchildren at the school, she has championed all
our children whether they be two year olds or eleven
year olds and with us for a week, or for all of their
schooling.  She has also supported staff through some
of the toughest decisions from redundancy, back in the
early days, to interviewing and recruiting everyone
from site staff to Deputy Heads as the school has
grown.

The role of any Governing body should be focused on
the strategic decisions of the school which contribute
to the longevity of the setting for the good of all,
including those currently on roll and those yet to join
us.  The Chair of Governors and Head work together
and, inevitably, the Chair takes on more operational
knowledge too, so that they can fully understand the
background to decisions and the challenges the school
faces. Carrie has always approached this with a fair and
even hand, remaining centred on whether the children
will get a good deal from whatever we do.

Stockbridge Primary
& Pre-school

An inspector calls . . . well, maybe eventually!

Governors get precious little thanks for the role that
they undertake, and the Chair even less, acting as
they do as a conduit between the community, staff
and leaders.  I would like to publicly thank Carrie for
her diplomacy, kindness, understanding and challenge
throughout her years as Chair.  She has been unfailing
in her support and never afraid to challenge, even
when it’s really tricky and for that, I and the school
are hugely thankful.  She has provided immense
personal support and I’m so pleased that we retain
her expertise and knowledge on the Governing body.

So we enter 2017-18 academic year with Alex
Kersley as our new Chair of Governors.  Alex has
made a great start to the year and galvanised the
Governing body, many of whom are relatively new to
the role.  Alex has a great eye for the detail as well as
the strategic oversight of projects and has deployed
people to roles within school which are suitable to
their skill set.   Now, we’re all hoping for OfSTED to
call and let our Governing body, new and old, show
just how involved they are in the life of the school.

Emma Jefferies
Headteacher
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The legacy of heroes is the memory of a great name . . .
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. . . and the inheritance of a great example. (B Disraeli)

Stockbridge will again be hosting
their annual pre-Christmas evening

to mark the Advent season with much
festive entertainment along a twinkling
High Street. Festivities will include
Suffolk punches pulling Santa on his
sleigh, and a magical Christingle service
in aid of the Children Society at St.
Peter’s for everyone and anyone who
wishes to attend.

Straight after the service, at about
6pm, Piers Morgan from ITV’s
Good Morning Britain and Alex
Lewis will turn on the Stockbridge
Christmas lights in front of St Peter’s
Church.

To support this event many of the
shops will be staying open late, the
Town Hall will be filled with lots of
varied stalls and of course Santa’s
Grotto will be open. The famous
award-winning Robinson’s bangers will
be on sale “under the arch’’, the new
Italian Deli Prego will be open serving
up a little bit of Italian festive food,
Thyme and Tides, Woodfire and all the
pubs will be open, joining in the festive
spirit. There will be fire eaters and

jugglers along the High Street
throughout the evening.

There will be a quiz based on the 12
days of Christmas, with entrance sheets
available on our website, in the
community news and at the Town Hall
by Santa’s Grotto.  Prizes will be
awarded to all correct entrants. Test
Valley Brass and Farleigh School Choir
will be performing live music and carol
singing to celebrate the inclusive
meaning of Christmas.  This is an event
that pulls many facets of the local
community together – the Church, the
Primary School, Test Valley School,
Stockbridge Cinema, Town Hall, traders
and residents.

There will be plenty of extra free
parking available, just follow the signs.
Come along and pick up that special
Christmas gift and enjoy a fabulous early
evening out for all the family.

For more information visit our website
www.stockbridgechristmas.com

or Facebook page
www.facebook.com/Stockbridge- Christmas-
715644108471462/
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You remember only what you want to remember . . .

Chilbolton Chair Company
Makers & upholsterers of fine quality furniture

● Bespoke hand made furniture
● Complete re-upholstery of all furniture
● Supply of a wide range of fabrics
● Curtains, blinds, soft furnishings
● Stock items available for sale

Unit 12B, Stonefield Park, Chilbolton SO20 6BL
Tel: 01264 861117

email: info@chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk
Mobile: 07582 850810 or 07961 800601

www.chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk
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. . . you know only what your heart allows you to know. (Amy Tan)

Nobody in September 1939 quite knew what going to
war with Germany would be like.  Would it be like
the First World War? Probably not. And how long it
would last? At twelve and a half years old I did not
think that I would ever be involved, even though, as
you learned last month, the task of announcing to the
village that we were at war had been mine.

I was a Boy Scout and our first venture was to set up
waste paper collections to help the War Effort and to
raise funds for our Scout Troop. We acquired the
house which is
now the Wine
Shop. This was
also the A.R.P
office and later,
in the 1950s,
after the
building had
been fully
renovated, my mother lived there above the Bank.

When I was 13 years of age I worked after school at
Kilby’s Grocery Store which was situated at the
eastern end of the High Street near the railway
bridge, where the two shops at the corner of New
Street now are.  My job was delivering orders all over
the area and doing odd jobs in the store. The
warehouse at the back of the shop stored lots of
goods which were in increasingly short supply as the
war progressed. (I think they were only sold to
people who could afford the manager’s prices).  In a
couple of large boxes were dried apricots. Of course
every time I was sent to get something from the
warehouse I dipped into the box and devoured a
handful before returning to the shop. One day the
manager said to one lady assistant “The apricots
are getting low! I did not realise we had sold so many.
I must try to get some more but with rationing it will
be very difficult.” I thought then that I had better stop
my pilfering before he realised what was going on.

As part of our ‘war efforts’ the other lads in the town
and I did lots of small jobs. We slept in the
Grosvenor Reception looking after the phone for the
Red Cross which was run by Miss Skelton. We also
manned the phone at the Fire Station, sleeping in the
back of the baker’s van which was also used to tow
the fire pump.  I left school at 14 and went to work at
the Post Office delivering telegrams (no emails in
those days!). With so many Army and RAF units in

Ray and his wife, Marguerite, moved into Rosalind
Hill House having returned to the UK after 15
years in New Zealand . He has been jotting down
some memories of his early days in Stockbridge

More Tales from Ray Lobb
the area it meant that I had to ride my cycle to
Chilbolton, Danebury, Broughton Beeches and of
course to private houses. I must have cycled 50 or 60
miles a day and I still delivered groceries for Kilby’s
shop at weekends. On Friday nights my last run was
always up the London Hill to Motley’s chicken farm
and then further on up to Foord’s Farm. One night
when there were quite a few Jerry planes about I was
doing my usual - feet up on the carrier of the bike
and going full speed down London hill - when suddenly
I heard the scream of bombs and then about seven
explosions to my left. My bicycle light fell off but I
carried on home. When I told my Mother she
said “That's it - you finish that job!”  So I went to
work at Taskers in Anna Valley building vehicle
trailers.

I was still in the Scouts and still collecting waste paper
at weekends. One Saturday, Jim Perry, Syd Philips,
Laurie Stares and I were struggling over the railway
bridge with our trek cart loaded high with waste
paper when suddenly we heard a plane. Swooping
over the trees on Winton Hill came a Jerry plane
flying very low chased by one of our fighters right on
his tail. We were so shocked we just stood there
watching rather than thinking to take cover as ‘bullets’
hit the ground all around us and we watched the
planes sweep over the hill towards Salisbury.  After
we collected ourselves we realised that we had not
been under fire as the bullets that we had picked up
were nothing more than bullet cases. The next day we
heard that Australian Soldiers had shot the German
plane down near Lopscome Corner.

The Army Cadets were formed, which of course I
joined, and before long I was promoted to Platoon
Sergeant. Soon more promotion came and I was now
Company Sgt Major of the Andover Company. When
I reached 16 years of age I was able to join the Home
Guard, becoming unique as a Private in the Home
Guard and a Sgt Major in the Cadets. We used to
meet and parade at the Town Hall on Sunday
mornings. I remember once Jim Perry and I, while on
the firing range with the cadets, got hold of some Sten
Gun Ammo. Being in the Home Guard we also had
our rifle and 10 rounds of 303 bullets. I was also
custodian of the Cadet Sten Gun - but without any
ammo!  One day Jim and I went down to the
Marshcourt Bank and found a very large rabbit hole,
large enough for one of us to get into. With ten
rounds each we took it in turns to get into the hole
while the other fired into the bank round the rabbit
hole- just to experience being under fire!

We both experienced the real thing a few years later
while serving, Jim as a Paratrooper and me in the
Royal Hampshire Regiment.                          Ray Lobb

Sally Milligan
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DARREN CUFF
HURDLE MAKER AND FENCER

All types of Timber and Hazel Fencing Products
supplied and fitted.

Hazel Panels, Continuous Weave, Arches
 and Hazel Gates

Timber Lap Panels, Closeboard Fencing,
Timber Gates, Posts and Ironmongery

Professional and friendly service
Please contact me for a no obligation quote

01794 388292 or 07825 917838
dcuff@darrencuffhurdlemaker.com
www.darrencuffhurdlemaker.co.uk

Alasdair John Cox
Carpentry Specialist

& Building/Garden Maintenance

Free Quotations/No Call Out Charge

No Job Too Small
Internal and External Work Undertaken

Fully Insured with references available

Just Call
01264 810311 or 07900 621842

Email alasdaircox@googlemail.com

No. 2 Manor Farm Cottages,
North Houghton Stockbridge SO20 6LF

Clean Sweep
Chimney Sweeps

Fast, Clean & Efficient
Reasonable Rates

Local Service

Contact:
01264 810802

Beauty exists not in what is seen and remembered . . .
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. . . but in what is felt and not forgotten (J Jena)

Potting Shed Cuttings for November
Although NGS gardens are scarce this month, Mottisfont and Stourhead are still
sources of inspiration in November; if you can venture further afield, the RHS
Wisley Christmas Craft Fair from 22nd – 26th  November may tempt you with
beautiful gardens combined with a little retail therapy.

dig out old soil from borders, replacing it with fresh
compost.  The old soil and spent growing bags can be
scattered on the compost heap in light layers.  Collect
up unused stakes and canes.  To prolong their life,
stand the bottoms in a bucket of wood preservative
for a few days before drying and storing for next year.

Micki Nadal

Lawns If October’s mild snap continues, lawns will
still need a regular cut, although blades should be left
fairly high now and mowing should be left to the driest
days.  If there’s rain, try to avoid walking over lawns
too much, to prevent compacting of soil.  Finish laying
turves; if you prefer to sow lawn seed, prepare the
ground now for a spring sowing; spike mature lawns
to help aeration.

Flower Garden Take 10” hardwood cuttings of
roses and shrubs and root cuttings of oriental poppies,
phlox, Japanese anemones, verbascum, geraniums and
acanthus.  Plant wallflowers, primulas, forget-me-nots,
hyacinths, tulips and cyclamen.  If squirrels and mice
are a problem, fix narrow gauge chicken wire over
containers until the bulb shoots have appeared.   Lift,
dry and store gladioli; if you lift dahlia tubers, keep
them in newspaper or in trays of compost in a cool,
frost-free spot.  If you leave them in the ground, you
should be able to simply cut back frost-blackened
growth to near ground level; mulch the plants well
with about 4”/10cm of compost or straw to protect
them in the ground until next year.

Fruit and Vegetable Garden This is your last
chance to sow broad beans, early peas and mangetout.
Plant out garlic, rhubarb crowns and any newly
purchased fruit trees or bushes. Prune apple trees,
blackcurrants, blackberries, gooseberries and
loganberries.  Continue to check brassicas for
yellowing or fallen leaves or pests.  Bring inside
squashes and marrows and start to lift turnips.  Trim
outside leaves from globe artichokes and surround,
but don’t cover, the crowns with soil or straw.  Any
side plants can be potted up and planted next April.
Finish clearing the beds of plant debris.  Asparagus and
sweetcorn stalks should be chopped well before being
added to the compost heap.  Turn existing heaps, mix
soft and hard new material in layers and add an
activator to help organic matter break down more
quickly.

General Maintenance If you are building a bonfire
this month, check that no animals have decided to
hibernate there before you light it.  Instead, leave
small logs and a few small piles of leaves and twigs
around the garden in quiet corners for wildlife.  Pick
up any food to discourage mice and rats.  Wash bird
feeders now, in a soapy solution with a drop of
disinfectant; rinse, dry and they will be ready for the
winter feeding season.  Clean out the greenhouse and

That’s Logical #1

The Two Sisters
One day two sisters decided to clean out the old
shed at the bottom of their garden. When they had
finished the cleaning, one of them had a dirty face
and the other a clean face. The sister with the clean
face went and washed her face but the girl with the
dirty face did not wash. Why?

(Answer on page 19)
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When perils are past . . .

Sansara Consort
7.30pm Friday 10 November

St Peter’s Church Stockbridge

“FOR THE FALLEN”
Stockbridge Music is thrilled to be bringing back to
Stockbridge Sansara Consort, a group of young
singers who are making a big impact on the choral
scene in the UK, having won the international A
Cappello Competition in London two years ago.

"We will be performing a programme of
Remembrance music exploring the depths of human
suffering through the juxtaposition of choral music
from the three masters of renaissance with the
twentieth century compositions by Arvo Part and Sir
John Taverner. In this way we call to mind, with equal
gravity, conflicts past and present: victims of war and
terror, the plight of today's refugees, and the fallen of
bygone ages".

This group attract big audiences and, following on
from our first sell out in September for the Delmege
String Quartet, we recommend an early purchase of
tickets for this concert.

Tickets: £14 available from:
Robinsons, Butchers
www.jumblebee.co.uk/stockbridgemusic
The Lights Theatre Box Office (01264 368368)
Roger Tym (01264 810363)

This concert is sponsored by: Hildon Water

After two consecutive productions of original
writing, Stockbridge Amateur Dramatic Society
(SADS) will be performing a classic play this
December, The Constant Wife by Somerset Maugham.

Written in 1927, this comedy of manners concerns
Constance, a perfect wife and John, her successful
surgeon husband.  Superficially, theirs is a marriage
of mutual devotion; however John is having an affair
with Marie-Louise, Constance’s best friend. Of
course, everyone knows about the affair; but what to
do?
Things become even more interesting when Bernard,
an old flame of Constance, arrives from China and
avows his undying devotion.  Constance is a woman
of charm, beauty and steely intellect; her reactions
to events are surprising to others, but she justifies
herself with unfailing logic, and manages to twist a
possible disaster into a complete success.

The play seems very modern in its analysis of the
marriage contract, and needle sharp in exposing
double standards. You will enjoy the pointed wit of
Constance’s mother and the pretence and duplicity
of John and Marie-Louise.  A play not to be missed!

Performances will be at 7.30pm from
Thurs 7 - Sat 9 Dec
in Stockbridge Town Hall.   Tickets are available
from John Robinson Butchers and Garden Inn in
Stockbridge, the Post Office in Kings Somborne, and
on the Internet via SADS website:
www.stockbridgeamdrams.org.uk which also has
more details about the production.

Clare Cotterell
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. . . shall our gratitude sleep? (George Canning)

Council Vacancies
We still have three vacancies for councillors and are
still looking for a Parish Clerk. If you would be
interested in either role then please do speak to any
one of the current councillors.

Traffic
The Speed Indication Device (SID) is currently
collecting data so that we know which areas to target
and when.

We have had meetings with HCC engineers regarding
village gateways and an extended footpath on Winton
Hill and hope to have costings within the next month
or so.

HCC will not pay for this work because there have
been no casualties on our roads, their criteria now for
undertaking such work. Residents and businesses who
wish to support this work with a donation can specify
whether they wish to subscribe to a particular aspect
of the project or to the overall scheme for traffic
improvement. If you would like to make a donation
then please contact the locum clerk on
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com.

Virgin Media Fibre Optic Broadband
Please see page 18 for details

War Memorial
We have two quotes for a detailed report on the
cross by a structural engineer and await a third.

Planning
If a planning application is on the Agenda to be
discussed and you have any comments, either positive
or negative, it’s important to let the clerk or your
councillors know about these in plenty of time, either
in writing or at the relevant meeting.  We represent
you and need to know your views on matters which
affect you. We would also urge you to make personal
representation which can be done in writing or on
line. For those with access to the internet, you can
view planning applications at:
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/planningandbuild
ingcontrol/viewplanningapplicationsonline/view-
planning-applications-online/

Stockbridge Parish Council Newsletter

Parish Councillor contact details:

Richard Foord  01264 810648 jmfoordandson@tiscali.co.uk
Alyson Lownie  07411 251698   alyson@lownie.net
Iain Bell 07425 385511   bell597@btinternet.com
Frances Candler  01264 811776  francescandler@gmail.com
James Leslie  07768 765778    jamsel@btinternet.com
Russell Jackson  07895 300465   jacksonrusselld@gmail.com
Sally Smith  01264 811631  sally2210@aol.com
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Do you know that a man is not dead . . .

Richard Steel & Partners
Family Owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Established 1860

Richard Steel  Iain Steel  Mark Allery

Alderman House, 12-14 City Road
WINCHESTER

(01962) 862333 (24 hours)

Over 155 years
of Personal Family Service

▪ A Choice of Funeral Plans  ▪

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

COUNTY MOLE
CATCHER

Traditional mole control offering
a fast & friendly service ~ No mole caught, no fee

No gas or poisons
A member of both the Guild of British Molecatchers

& The British Molecatchers Register

YOUR LOCAL MOLE CATCHER
Mobile: 07894 046263

email: judd@countymolecatcher.co.uk
For more information please visit
www.countymolecatcher.co.uk
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while his name is still spoken. (T Pratchett)

Virgin Media Broadband Update
The process is progressing steadily, but in the right
direction at Virgin.  The build manager, Paul Hartley
has already been in the area on several occasions, most
recently at a village meeting for Wherwell residents. At
this meeting the VM team, which included Community
Liaison Officers, met with residents to talk about the
details of the build for their properties and to begin to
get way-leaves signed where required.

VM have confirmed that the build will take place in two
phases, starting in the New Year with those villages
along the main trunk route i.e. the Test Way between
Andover and Romsey, which includes Goodworth
Clatford, Wherwell, Chilbolton, Stockbridge, Kings
Somborne, Michelmersh & Timsbury. Phase II will see
the build head west across the river towards
Houghton, Broughton, West Tytherley, Winterslow
and Firsdown. The plan is that Phase II will start once
Phase I is underway - it is not dependent on Phase I
being complete.

Virgin plan to be in all the Phase I villages for meetings
with residents before Christmas and to then hold
similar meetings in the Phase II villages in the New
Year. We will keep our website updated with all the
latest FAQs and village meeting dates as and when they
are confirmed.

The build contractor is still to be confirmed, but they
have narrowed down the decision to two.  HCC and
Test Valley Borough Council, including Highways are all
aware of the plans although final permissions are still to
go in.

At this stage we believe that the end of 2018 is still a
realistic date for the villages to go live, hopefully some
sooner than then.  If people are wanting to renew their
current telecoms contract they may want to ensure
that it is only on a year’s contract.

Please do be in touch with any queries, we appreciate
your patience, but rest assured although things have
gone very quiet, there is a lot going on behind the
scenes with which we are still very much in the loop.

The West Tytherley  Broadband Team
Sheridan O'Shea  01794 340253

Benvenuto or
Welcome to the New Italian

Quarter in Stockbridge
There are exciting things happening in Stockbridge!
Stockbridge now has its own Italian quarter!
‘Prego Deli’ opened its doors at the end of October.
‘Fatto Con Amore’ (made with love) is the best
description of Prego’s food which uses only the finest
ingredients. Various types of fresh pasta will be made
on site every day by owner, David, and complement-
ing this, Prego has its own range of homemade
sauces, flavoured oils, herbs, hams, breads, cheeses
and olives.

Wines, some of which are limited editions, have been
especially sourced and selected by the owners’ direct
from the vineyards of Italy They are guaranteed to
bring a smile to your face when sampled with an
exclusive range of desserts, which include silky
smooth Gelato and traditional creamy desserts that
taste just like mama used to make! Relax in Prego
coffee area where you will be able to enjoy
homemade cakes, delicious pasta or salad jars which
are also available to take away.

La Bella Donna has moved from its previous location
on the High Street to the shop next door to the new
deli. La Bella Donna has been selling Italian shoes and
accessories for over three and a half years. Some-
times called The Hat Shop, sometimes The Shoe
Shop and sometimes The Bag Shop, La Bella Donna
has become the ‘go to’ shop for smart occasion
accessories as well as for more casual accessories
and Jane and Sophie are looking forward to life at the
other end of the High Street. Both businesses source
the majority of their products directly from Italy
bringing you unusual and interesting products.

We look forward to seeing you soon – come and
experience some Italian sunshine on Stockbridge
High Street - and don’t miss Prosecco Club at La
Bella Donna every Saturday.

Prego Deli and La Bella Donna,
Jasmine House,
Stockbridge SO20 6HB
www.labelladonna.co.uk
Like us on Facebook La Bella Donna, Stockbridge

That’s  Logical #1  (Answer)

There was no mirror in the house and the girl with
the clean face saw that her sister had a dirty face
and assumed hers was the same so went to wash it.
Her sister made the reverse assumption.

Good Lady Cleaner
I will clean your home from top to bottom

Very good references
25 years’ experience

Trustworthy and reliable and I cover all villages
Used to all pets

Phone Lynn 01264 366037
or Mobile 07843 112269
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There is no death in remembrance . . .
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. . . Remember me, and part of me will always be with you. (Kathleen Kent)

Colour page

A New Path for Old St Peter’s Church
The path at Old St Peter’s Church
has been completely renovated. The
narrow walkway has been cut back to
its original size and the weeds
removed. A weed mat should
prevent future weed growth and
Cerne gravel has been used on all the
paths around the church. Cerne
gravel will tread down into a
smoother surface making it much
easier to use wheelchairs, walkers
and wheelbarrows.

This was a joint project with the
Friends of St Peter’s Church and we
thank them for their support.

The wall has been mended too
The church wall was badly damaged during the 2016 summer when a
tractor mounted the grass verge and hit the wall. It happened
opposite East End
Cottages where
the road is very
narrow. It took
time to arrange for
the builders to
mend the wall as
they needed to be
protected by traffic
lights.
               Jill Goodwin

The Electronic
Prescription Service

A new way to get your
medicines and appliances will
be going live as from

15th November.  For more information and
instructions please go to our website to read a
letter from Dr Natalie Avery, our Dispensary Lead
GP and Sophie Grant, our Dispensary Manager.
Further information can be seen on the following
web site:

www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/AboutNHSservices/pharm
acists/Pages/eps.aspx

A Patient Nomination Form can be downloaded
from the Stockbridge Surgery website at
www.stockbridgesurgery.co.uk

Our New Health Monitor
We would like to introduce to you our new Health
Monitor purchased with a kind donation from Mary
Hook and her partner, the late Graham Parsons
The monitor, which you'll find in the waiting room,
measures height and weight, calculates BMI and
records diastolic and systolic blood pressure without
the need for any supervision by a qualified profession-
al. It’s fully automatic and produces a printout, which
can be handed to the Receptionist or the GP as re-
quired. The whole process takes about 90 seconds!

Come on in and give it a go – it’s perfectly painless
and will NOT announce your weight to the world!!

Finally, if you’ve not already had your ‘flu jab
please contact the surgery to arrange an
appointment.
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Remembrance in St. Peter’s
Church Stockbridge

St Peter’s Church provides several opportunities for
Remembrance. Close to the Lady Chapel and Candle
Stand, there is a beautiful Memorial Book in a locked
oak display case. There are two books for six months

each, arranged as a
calendar book and each
day the pages are turned
to show the entry which
records the date of death.
In addition, the person’s
name and date of birth are
recorded in a Calligraphy
Script. The Reverend

Graham Trassler suggested in 2002 that there should
be this memorial and the books and cabinet were
dedicated in March 2003.  Major Mike Wilson, who
lived and worshipped with his family in Stockbridge
arranged for the oak case to be made by craftsmen of
The Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers and
there is a plaque recording this on the case. There are
now 197 names in the books.

When there is a funeral or memorial or thanksgiving
service the family are asked if they would like a lasting
record in the Memorial Book.  A small charge of £10
is made to cover the cost of the calligrapher.  As well
as those using the Church for a service of
remembrance, anyone who lived in the Parish or who
is on the Church Electoral Roll can request an entry in
the Memorial
Book.

New this year,
Angela McMeekin
has started a pho-
tographic record to
sit alongside the
Memorial Book and
will be very pleased
to receive photographs to add to this unique record.

Looking around the church there are many engravings
in memory of people and events. We are also very
fortunate to receive legacies and donations when
parishioners or past parishioners die. Now, we prefer
to put these monies towards projects; for example,
the recent Bell Restoration project benefited from
over £8000 of legacy funds and recently we have been
given a legacy which we will put towards the re-
placement of the sound system.  We are very grateful
when people remember us in their Wills and always
ask the family how they would like the money spent.

Finally, the many visitors to the church can light a
candle in memory of their loved ones who will have
lived in many different towns and countries as well as
in Stockbridge.         Barbara North

Silently, one by one, in the infinite meadows of heaven . . .

Remembrance at
St Mary’s Church, Longstock

On the Sunday closest to the 11 November there is
always an ‘All Age Remembrance Service’, which is
well attended.  We have reflective Hymns and the talk
is usually about sacrifice and the futility of war.  We
have a poem and one recently used is from a book
called ‘The Men who March Away’ – poems of the
first World War.

Peace by Walter De La Mare
Night is o’er England, and the winds are still;
Jasmine and honeysuckle steep the air;
Softly the stars that are all Europe’s fill
Her heaven-wide dark with radiancy fair;
That shadowed moon now waxing in the west
Stirs not a rumour in her tranquil seas;
Mysterious sleep has lulled her heart to rest,
Deep even as theirs beneath her churchyard
trees.

Secure, serene; dumb now the night-hawk’s
threat;
The guns’ low thunder drumming o’er the tide;
The anguish pulsing in her stricken side….
All is a peace… But, never, heart, forget:
For this her youngest, best, and bravest died,
These bright dews once were mixed with bloody
sweat.

In the Church in Longstock there
is a memorial to those who died
in the First World Way – see
photo and this is referred to at
the service.  In the Churchyard
there is a War Grave for Driver
Hathaway, who died in 1943.
This grave is well kept.

After the All Age Service is
finished, we all walk down to the
War Memorial at Longstock,
where the congregation is joined by usually another

60 or so villagers who
all come to pay their
respects during the Act
of Remembrance.  Some
years we have had
bagpipes, which add to
the atmosphere.
Vehicles are always
respectful for the 10
minutes of the service,
during which the names
of all who died in the
World Wars and other
conflicts are read out.
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. . . blossomed the lovely stars, the forget-me-not of the angels. (H W Longfellow)

The Story of the Poppy
In the spring of 1915,
shortly after losing a
friend in Ypres, a
Canadian doctor,
Lieutenant Colonel
John McCrae was
inspired by the sight of
poppies growing in
battle-scarred fields to
write a now famous poem called 'In Flanders Fields'.
After the First World War, the poppy was adopted as
a symbol of Remembrance.

During the First World War (1914–1918) much of
the fighting took place in Western Europe. Previously
beautiful countryside was blasted, bombed and fought
over, again and again. The landscape swiftly turned to
fields of mud: bleak and barren scenes where little or
nothing could grow.

Bright red Flanders poppies (Papaver rhoeas)
however, were delicate but resilient flowers and grew
in their thousands, flourishing even in the middle of
chaos and destruction.

‘In Flanders Fields’ inspired an American academic,
Moina Michael, to make and sell red silk poppies
which were brought to England by a French woman,
Anna Guérin. The (Royal) British Legion, formed in

1921, ordered 9 million of these poppies and sold
them on 11 November that year. The poppies sold out
almost immediately and that first ever 'Poppy Appeal'
raised over £106,000; a considerable amount of money
at the time. This was used to help WW1 veterans with
employment and housing.
The following year, Major George Howson set up
the Poppy Factory to employ disabled ex-
Servicemen. Today, the factory and the Legion's
warehouse in Aylesford produces millions of poppies
each year.

The demand for poppies in England was so high that
few were reaching Scotland. Earl Haig's wife estab-
lished the 'Lady Haig Poppy Factory' in Edinburgh in
1926 to produce poppies exclusively for Scotland.
Over 5 million Scottish poppies (which have four
petals and no leaf unlike poppies in the rest of the UK)
are still made by hand by disabled ex-Servicemen at
Lady Haig's Poppy Factory each year and distributed by
the British Legion’s sister charity Poppy Scotland.

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders' fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders' Fields.

Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD, Canadian Army
(1872-1918)
(With thanks to the British Legion Website)

Wreaths are
laid and most
find this a most
moving Act of
Remembrance.

After the
service, the Peat
Spade Pub is
kind enough to
provide coffee
and cakes.
These
refreshments
are then
followed by a
curry lunch at
the Peat Spade
for those who
have booked a
place.   This
year the
Remembrance

Service falls on Sunday 12 November.  The All Age
Service is at 10.00am, with the Act of Remembrance
at the War Memorial at 10.50am.

Maddie Hedley

Poppy Appeal 2017

Last year we raised over
£6,000 for the Poppy Appeal!

If anyone could spare just one or two hours
sometime between 28 October and 11 November
to help with the street collections, we could raise

even more.

Please contact Angela McMeekin on 810236
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Death ends a life . . .

Good Meat
Means
Good
Health

JOHN ROBINSON
High class Family Butcher

High Street,
STOCKBRIDGE
Hants SO20 6HF

Displayed cooked meats, salmon,
private functions, barbecues,

 corporate catering, local deliveries
 and a full selection of prime

 quality meat.

Telephone 01264 810609
Facsimile 01264 810957

mailto:Catherine.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
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. . . not a relationship    (M Albom)

From PCSO
Cathy Williams:

Over the past month we have received a number of
reports of lead being stolen from roofs.  The latest
incident on Saturday morning, 21 October, was from
the window above La Bella Donna at Jasmine House.
This is the second time this property has been hit –
new lead was put on last Tuesday – only to be taken
again! The Town Hall, The Greyhound, Beaumonde
Cottage and Gaynors have also been targeted. This is
affecting both residential and commercial property. If
you have any information please contact me, see below.

We have had some information come in over the
weekend that a male was seen tampering with lead on
the roof of one of the shops. He was seen at approx.
7am on Saturday 21st October. He was described as a
white male, dark hair, slim build approx. 40 years old.
He was wearing a striped top with black tracksuit
bottoms and white trainers.

I know many shops aren’t open at this time but if you
have any CCTV that looks out onto High Street could
you please check it for this male. We have had
thousands of pounds worth of lead stolen and I am
trying all I can to identify the offenders.

Remember, you can call 999 to report an immediate
threat to life or property, for example if an incident is
happening now, if life is at immediate risk or if a
suspect is on scene. Call 101 for enquiries and to
report non-urgent crimes.

In relation to the above thefts of lead, please consider
the following advice:
▪ Ensure access to roofs is restricted, for example

using splayed guards around downpipes, anti-climb
paint etc. Remember that suitable signage would
need to be attached.

▪ Maximise surveillance by neighbouring properties
or cover your property with CCTV.

▪ Keep wheelie bins and ladders locked up or in
rear gardens.

▪ Consider using alternatives to lead and copper
where possible.

▪ Mark metal with forensic marking solutions or
stamp the postcode in several places.

There is no preference to the type of
premises targeted.
Thefts have occurred within private dwellings, small
building developments, large building sites, churches
and schools.

Parking
As a member of staff that uses the Police Office at the
Fire Station, I would like to make a personal request.
It has become obvious that drivers are taking no
notice of the Keep Clear signs at the front of the
station. On a frequent basis I have to speak with those
drivers who park on the Keep Clear area in order to
use the local stores. It is extremely difficult at times to
get out onto the High Street and by causing
obstructions they could cause an accident or delay
emergency service vehicles from responding to
incidents.

Illegal vehicles
We have continued to conduct operations locally with
TVBC, HMRC and DVSA targeting a variety of road
related matters which have, at times, been successful
in taking illegal vehicles off of the road.

Community Speedwatch
Stockbridge is in the process of setting up its
Community Speedwatch. This scheme allows
members of the community to become police support
volunteers and to take action. Volunteers use
equipment that can monitor the speed of passing
traffic and record the details. Letters will then be sent
out from Hampshire Constabulary detailing the
community’s concerns and the importance of lowering
speed. If you are keen to find out more about the
scheme please email me on
Catherine.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Cathy Williams 15559

Full Metal Racket
Thefts of metals is at an all
time high due to the scrap
value.

mailto:Catherine.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk


26
Praising what is lost . . .

A. H. CHEATER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Personal attention from
Simon & Michael Peace

and Giles Sadd

122 The Hundred
ROMSEY
SO51 8BY

Tel: (01794) 513393
www.ahcheater.co.uk

24 hour service
Private Chapels of Rest

Pre-payment Plans available
Monumental Masonry Service
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. . . makes the remembrance dear. (Shakespeare)

Lindy Lou’s
Recipes &

Crafty Corner
The nights are truly drawing in and it is time to think
of lovely tender slow cooked casseroles, soups and
warming treats.

I learnt most of my basic cooking styles in the 1980s
when the slow cooker or Crock Pot was in its prime.
I was brought up with this style of cooking and it is
still the one kitchen item I would not be without. It is
so easy to use and turns out the tastiest and most
adaptable food every time! Everyone should have one.
You can even slow cook your Christmas pud!

The most important thing is not to use too much
liquid in the slow cooker recipe. Slow cookers do not
reduce liquid so you need to be meagre with stock
and allow the juices in all the ingredients to ooze. This
recipe is basically the same for any meat. Hock of pork
is amazing - you just need to give it a hot start and
then a nice long cook in cider. Once you master the
slow cooker you will make the most tasty meals, side
dishes and soups you have ever tasted and somehow
it always seems to go further too!

Simple Garlic Roast Chicken (Serves 4 – 6)
1 medium chicken at room temperature i.e. remove
from fridge for approx. 1 hour beforehand to warm.
I bulb of garlic
4 knobs of unsalted butter
Orange and apple, cut in half
Mixed fresh herbs, thyme, rosemary, marjoram and
chives chopped
Approx. 200ml warmed water or white wine enough
to cover the bottom of the pot
Salt and pepper

Heat the slow cooker on high for approx. 30 minutes,

Take the outer skin off the garlic bulb and break into
cloves. Push ¾ inside the chicken along with the fruit
and some of the herbs. Put the meat into the hot pot
and add remaining herbs, garlic cloves and enough hot
water, stock or warmed wine to cover the base of the
pot.

If you wish, you can brown the meat before placing in
slow cooker, but I have found it ok to place meat at
room temperature into a preheated hot pot, to start
it on high for 30 minutes and then, once it is heated
through, turn down to slow roast. After a maximum
of one hour on high, it can be turned down to low and
left for 6 –7 hours or even longer until you are ready
eat! It should fall off the bone.

Test the chicken by cutting through the leg skin which
should fall away and juices should run clear - the
chicken will fall from the bones and be so succulent.

Anything left will cook just as well in a nice pie or
risotto.  It does not seem to dry out with cooking a
second time so that you can make use of every scrap
of your meat!

There are so many variations to this recipe and once
you start to get used to slow cooking you will never
look back!

Don’t forget the Thursday market is still full of sea-
sonal vegetables and tasty produce. We hope to see
you very soon.

Lindy Lou’s Kitchen
Linda.hotchen@btinternet.com

Stockbridge 10K Run and Fun Run
Following a break in 2016, the Stockbridge 10k Run
and Fun Run returned on Sunday 10th September
with a great deal of anticipation.

Approximately 120 eager individuals turned out to
tackle a route starting on Trafalgar Way, Stockbridge,
and taking in the scenic, but punishing, Cow Drove
Hill before turning back to Stockbridge via the
Clarendon and Test Ways.

The male winner, David Hall, completed the course in
35 minutes 24 seconds, just 20 seconds short of the
course record, whilst the female winner, Erica Fogg,
was close behind in a record beating time of 38
minutes 47 seconds for the women.

The fun run was equally hotly contested, though over
a shorter course of just over 2km.  The winner, Grace
McKee, completed it in great style in a time of 8
minutes 40 seconds (the first time a Fun Runner has
overtaken a 10k runner), with Hamish Goulding (the
fastest boy) coming in second place, just three
seconds behind.

There are a few payments still to be made, but
approximately £1500 was raised to be split between
four local charities; Friends of St Peter's Church,
Friends of Stockbridge School, Mayflies Youth Group
and Stockbridge Scouts. The organisers cannot thank
the local community enough for their support and
enthusiasm for this event.

Special thanks go to Budgens in Middle Wallop,
Woolley and Wallis in Salisbury and Gamma in
Farnborough for their sponsorship of the event.  Also
to Norton Park Hotel for supplying drinks and energy
bars at the end of the race, the Stockbridge Co-op for
drinks en-route and the Greyhound on the Test and
The Swan, Enford, for prizes for the winners.

We all look forward with great anticipation to the
event in 2018.  Once a date has been decided we will
let you know!

Liz Howard
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The living owe it to those who no longer can speak . . .
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St Peter’s
Stockbridges

All Souls Service at St Peter’s Church
On Thursday 2 November at 9.30am there will
be a said Holy Communion Service at St Peter’s when
we will remember by name those who have died.
Do come along to the Service you would be warmly
welcomed.

Clean up Morning at St Peter’s Church,
Thursday 9 November, 9.30 – 11.00am
Our local Firemen kindly came recently and cleared all
the high cobwebs from the church and did a brilliant
job, thank you firemen!
Now we are planning to have a clean and polish morn-
ing to complete the cleaning of our church.  We
would be most grateful for some help with this please.
If you could spare any time that would be great.
There will be coffee and biscuits as a reward!!
Very many thanks.

Act of Remembrance at Stockbridge War
Memorial
On Saturday 11 November  at 10.50am we will
be gathering for a short Act of Remembrance at the
War Memorial. We will observe the two minutes
silence to remember all those who lost their lives
during the many wars.

Remembrance Sunday at St Peter’s
Church
The Remembrance Service at St Peter’s
Church Stockbridge will be held at 9.45am on
Sunday 12 November when the many different
organisations within our village will be represented.
The British Legion, Scout Group and Brownies will be
presenting their Standards, the Primary School and
Test Valley School will be reading and the Scout
Group will be leading the prayers. Wreaths and
poppies will be laid at the main altar.  Rev Mike Nor-
ton will be leading this service for us.
At 10.45am we will be leaving St Peter’s, led by the
choir and all walk to the War Memorial at Old St Pe-
ter’s for further wreath laying and to experience the
two minutes silence at 11.00am.

Please do come and join us for this very moving and
memorable occasion.

Operation Christmas Child
 Annual Shoebox Appeal

It is that time again when we hope you will
pack a shoebox with some lovely things for a child
who would not otherwise receive a Christmas
present.  This brings such joy to children in poorer
countries abroad who are affected by disaster or con-
flict.

A small shoebox can have a big impact. What goes
into the box is fun, what comes out of it is eternal.
Be a part of changing children’s lives all over the world
in Jesus name through the power of a single gift with
Operation Christmas Child.

There are information leaflets and some boxes availa-
ble in St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge, please help
yourself.

Please return  your filled shoeboxes to the church by
the morning of Sunday 19 November.

Any queries, please contact Pamela Clarke on 01264
810452

Sunday 19 November:  3.00pm - Deanery
Shoebox Service.
Negotiations are currently being held for a warehouse
in Romsey to hold all the shoeboxes collected and to
then pack them onto lorries for the deliveries.  This
year, all being well, the Shoebox Service will be held in
the Warehouse.  Volunteers are sought to help with
the loading of shoeboxes after the service.  More
details on the address of the warehouse will follow,
when known.  Meanwhile, please put the date in your
diary and start packing your shoebox.

"How to be a Christian here and now"
Mission in Action, Romsey Deanery

Pre-Advent Course 2AL7
Mind the Gap, Bridge the Gap, Close the

Gap
Wednesdays 1, 8, 15 and 22 November

Each evening will include
input/discussion/interaction/ refreshments/fun!

This course is an opportunity for church members
from across the Deanery to come together to
share with and learn from one another.
Venue: Poppies, Choice Plants, Timsbury, SO51
0NB
Time: 7.30 - 9.30 pm  Plenty of parking
available

Please let us know if you are planning to attend
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. . . to tell their story for them. (Czeslaw Milosz)

Christingle Service
At the late night shopping event in Stockbridge on
Friday 1st December we will be holding a short
Christingle Service at 5.30pm in St Peter’s
Church prior to the switching on of the Christmas
Tree lights at 6pm. Emma Jeffries, Head of the Primary
School has kindly agreed to promote this within the
school.
The collection at this service will be in aid of the
Children’s Society who do such great work for so
many disadvantaged children in our country.
 Everyone would be most warmly welcomed.
Following the switching on of the lights mulled wine
and mince pies will be served in the church.

Advent Carol Service by Jane Austen
Singers
On Sunday 3 December at 6pm in St Peter’s
Church Stockbridge we will be holding the popular
Advent Carol Service led by Simon Lillystone and the
Jane Austen Singers. This will be a very special event
and we are privileged that it is to be in St Peter’s this
year. There will be a retiring collection, followed by
drinks and nibbles. We do hope you will come and
enjoy this special evening.

Geoff Cox and Pauline Webster,
Churchwardens

St Mary’s
Longstock

Sunday 1 October –
Longstock Horse Fun
Ride

We were incredibly
lucky with the
weather (despite a
terrible forecast) and
a good number of
horses arrived for the
ride, which was a
fantastic route across

Leckford Estate, Chattis Hill Gallops
and Burnfield Farm fields.  The Income
of around £1,300 from the Fun Ride has
been shared between St Mary’s and
Friends of St Mary’s and the Andover
Branch of the MS Society.  Please see
photos of some of the happy riders.
Thank you to all who took part and
who helped on the day.  Also a heartfelt
thank you to all the land owners who
allowed us access to their land.

Sunday 8 October, Harvest Festival.
The church looked wonderful and was full for the

Harvest Service.   Many then
came on to the Village Hall
where we enjoyed a fantastic
‘Hog Roast’ supper, sang
songs, accompanied by an
accordion, and ate too much
pudding!  Beccy’s Greengrocer

provided a wonderful basket of vegetables as first
prize in the raffle. This was
won by Boo Milne. Please see
photos of the decorated
church. A really lovely day and
a fitting tribute to all who
work so hard at harvest time.

Autumn Clean for
Churchyard and Church.  A small group worked
very hard clearing the churchyard and cleaning and
polishing the church.  Thank you to all who came and
helped, both on 21 October and on other days.

Last Wedding of the year.  A lovely wedding took
place on Friday 27 October.  Rhys Lloyd married
Fenella Robinson.  This was a beautiful service and the
church was wonderfully decorated.

Pastoral Reorganisation
You may be aware that Stockbridge PCC had an Away
Day on the 18 October to give further thought to the
Pastoral Reorganisation following the series of
Consultation Meetings which have been held over the
summer months.  The various options under
discussion were clearly set out in the last edition of
the Benefice Magazine.

We spent some time looking in detail at the pros and
cons of each of the options and all members were
encouraged to express their own personal preference.
In the end it was agreed that we would prefer to go
with Option 2 which is joining together with Leckford
and Longstock with a ‘House for Duty’ priest under
the supervision of an Area Dean.

We shall be sending our feedback to the Deanery by
the end of October as requested and there will be
meeting of the Southern Area Mission and Pastoral
Committee in mid-November at which responses
from all the parishes will be considered. There could
well be further consultations required by the PCC but
it is hoped that decisions will be made for
implementation in early 2018

Geoff Cox and Pauline Webster
Churchwardens
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Life is for living, death is for the dead . . .
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The Column for October
Baptisms
There were no baptisms during October

Weddings
The Wedding of Rhys Lloyd and Fenella Robinson
took place on Friday 27 October at 2.00pm in St
Mary’s Church, Longstock.

Funerals
The Funeral and Thanksgiving Service for Francesca
Drew took place at St Peter's Church Stockbridge
on Wednesday 25 October 2017 at 2.30pm.

RIP:  Jean Cole (Sarah George’s mother), who died
in early October after a short spell in hospital.
The Thanksgiving Service took place on 28 October
2017 at 2.00pm at the URC Church, Romsey.

RIP:  David Slater.   Many of you will recall Revd
David Slater who worked in these three parishes
during the 2009/10 interregnum.   He looked after
the parishes very well and his spirituality, style and
warmth won many hearts.  David died peacefully
after a short illness on Wednesday 4 October.

The funeral service will be held at 1.00pm on
Thursday 2 November at St Thomas’ Church, St
Thomas Square, Salisbury, SP1 1BA.  Immediately
after the funeral service, David will be taken from
the church. His family will accompany him to the
door. Please remain in your seats, or start to make
your way to the front of the church for some light
refreshments. The family will rejoin you once David
has left. There will then be a private family
cremation at 4.00pm, so the family will be leaving at
around 3.15/3.30pm.

The family have requested that there should be no
flowers sent, but donations, if desired, should be
made to Hope and Homes For Children, care of I
N Newman, 55 Winchester Street, Salisbury,
SP1 1HL. Hope and Homes is a Salisbury based
charity seeking to place children in loving and
secure homes. It was a charity that was very close
to both David and Kirsten.

A picture of
David from
2016, when
he came to a
Pub Lunch at
the Peat
Spade for a
discussion on
the meaning of Christmas.

Sunday 5 November, 9.30am – this is the date for
‘Café Church’.  We start with a continental style
breakfast which is followed by a short informal
service.  The theme will be around Saints Day.   This
service usually attracts some young people and they
are invited to take part in the service.
Please come along if you are able.  You will be most
welcome.

12 November Remembrance Service.  Please
see separate article on Remembrance at Longstock.

Deanery Consultations on the Future of the
Parishes:  This period of consultation which lasted
from May – September 2017 is now at an end.  The
PCCs which are in vacancy have been invited to put
forward their preferences on the Options which
resulted from the consultations.  Longstock PCC have
said their preferred way forward is to work in a
combination with Leckford and Stockbridge and to
recruit a ‘House for Duty’ priest to come and look
after the 3 parishes.  This would be a part time post,
but based in Stockbridge. The second choice, but with
conditions, would be for a new Benefice comprising
Broughton with Bossington, Houghton, Leckford,
Longstock and Stockbridge.  However, with this
choice Longstock felt it would be essential for a
‘House for Duty’ priest to also be appointed.  The
reason for this is that to create a new Benefice of five
parishes (and possibly six) would be too great
workload for a new vicar with no other priestly help.
We await the outcome of  Deanery and Diocesan
meetings in November before knowing what is
decided.

Stop Press:  Bishop Jonathan the Bishop of
Southampton has agreed to return to Longstock to
take the Christmas morning service.  We look
forward to meeting him again at 10.00am on
Christmas Day.

Prayer for November
O God of truth and justice, we hold before you
those whose memory we cherish, and those
whose names we will never know.

Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this
broken world, and grant us the grace to pray for
those who wish us harm.

As we honour the past, may we put our faith in
your future; for you are the source of life and
hope, now and for ever.

Amen
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Church Diary for November 2017

. . . Let life be like music, and death the note unsaid. (Langston Hughes)

Weekdays and other events
Wednesday 1 November
7.30pm   Deanery Pre-Advent Course at Poppies,
         Timsbury, SO51 0NB

Thursday 2 November
6.30pm   Diocesan Synod at Winchester
7.00pm   Bible Study at 2 Little Dean House,
         Stockbridge.

Friday 3 November
7.30pm   Choir Practice at St Peter’s

Sunday 5 November
3.00pm   Sunday Teas in St Peter’s Church

Tuesday 7 November
7.30pm   Choir Practice at St Peter’s

Wednesday 8 November
7.30pm   Deanery Pre-Advent Course at Poppies,
    Timsbury, SO51 0NB

Thursday 9 November
6.30pm   Remembrance Rehearsal at St Peter’s
    Church

Friday 10 November
Sansara Concert in St Peter’s Church

Tuesday 14 November
7.30pm   Choir Practice at St Peter’s

Wednesday 15 November
7.30pm   Deanery Pre-Advent Course at Poppies,
    Timsbury, SO51 0NB

Thursday 16 November
7.00pm   Bible Study at 2 Little Dean House,
    Stockbridge.

Friday 17 November
7.30pm   Choir Practice at St Peter’s

Monday 20 November
4.30pm   Stockbridge PCC at 3 Providence Court,
    Stockbridge

Wednesday 22 November
7.30pm   Deanery Pre-Advent Course at Poppies,
    Timsbury, SO51 0NB

Thursday 23 November
7.30pm   Longstock PCC at ‘Quarry House’
    Longstock

Friday 24 November
7.30pm   Choir Practice at St Peter’s

Tuesday 28 November
7.30pm   Choir Practice at St Peter’s

Sundays and other Church Services
Thursday 2 November  All Souls
9.30am   Said Holy Communion with names of the
         Remembered said       Revd Mike Norton

5 November    All Saints       White
8.00am   Leckford   Said Holy Communion

Revd Bob Green
9.30am    Longstock   Café Church   MH/BO and team
10.45am  Stockbridge   Mattins                     Ian Clark

Saturday 11 November
10.50am  Act of Remembrance at Stockbridge War
    Memorial                           Revd Mike Norton

12 November   Remembrance Sunday     Green
     (3 before Advent)
9.45am   Stockbridge   Remembrance Service.

Revd Mike Norton
10.00am  Longstock   All Age Worship            MH/BO
10.50am  Act of Remembrance at Longstock War
    Memorial        Maddie Hedley

19 November   2 before Advent     Green
8.00am    Old St Peter   Said Holy Communion

   Rev Andrew Warner
9.30am    Longstock  Morning Worship  Maddie Hedley
10.45am  Stockbridge  All Age Worship  Sonia Gubb
3.00pm   Romsey Deanery Shoebox Service – venue to
    be confirmed
6.00pm   Leckford   Evensong               Revd Bob Green

26 November    Christ the King
9.15am   Longstock    Parish Communion

Revd Mike Norton
10.45am  Stockbridge  Parish Communion

        Revd Mike Norton

Hampshire Downs RC Parish
St Thomas More

Stockbridge
Services - Sundays at 9.00am

On Sunday 15
October, Harvest
Festival was
celebrated at St
Nicholas. The little
church looked
wonderful!




