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Tim Lowden      810601
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                                  07899 803291
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(incorporating Stockbridge Pre-School)
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John Musters               810459
Beavers
Frances Waghorn     01962 776048
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Chris Reynell              810569
Bell ringers (Stockbridge)
Gerald Lambert              810664
Brownies (meet in Chilbolton)
Julie Shone               01962 761269
Church Mouse Books
Briar Philips                    810838
Community Responder
Mandy Henley                     810874
Cub Scouts
Mo Collins          01256 895534
Organist and Choir Mistress
Dawn Williams                   810724
Kent Hill Scout Hall
Leigh Dance         811074
Leckford Parish Council
Dawn Williams  810724
Longstock Garden Club
Clare Bramley                    810432
Longstock Mayflies
Jo Oliver-Hawkins              811186
Longstock Neighbourhood Watch
Charles Grieve                   810580
Longstock Parish Council
Chair: Sophie Walters         810171
Clerk: John Musters             810459

The Parishes of Stockbridge, Longstock and Leckford
Rector: in vacancy

 Phone no. 01264 810810
Website: http://www.2day.ws/stockbridge

All Enquiries, including enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:
Please contact our Churchwardens, see details below.
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Editors: Frances Candler 811776, Jennifer Kidd 811179

Distribution: Sylvia Shepard 810603 ; Advertisements: advertstockmag@gmail.com
October copy deadline: 15 September 2018 email: editorsstockmag@gmail.com
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From the Area Dean

Cover photograph - Steaming through Stockbridge (Paul Kidd)

This month’s footers are about teachers

Dear All,

By the time that you read this, the advertisement for the recruitment of a new Rector (designate) should be out.
If the right person applies, an announcement of the appointment should be possible before Christmas 2018.  I do
hope so.  For the last six months, your churchwardens and others have been trying to describe the Mid Test
Benefice (which comprises the 6 parishes of Longstock, Leckford, Stockbridge, Houghton, Broughton with
Bossington and Mottisfont) in an advert and a ‘Benefice Profile’.  It has been hard to balance the attractiveness of
this part of Hampshire with the harsh realities of trying to meet the needs of the parishes and parishioners.
Whoever takes on the role will need to be able to hear the concerns of everyone and to discern a positive way
forward.  Everyone will need to be patient and tolerant!

Growing vegetables is an act of faith.  Whether you take a bag of grain and spread it by hand in the field, or are
planting a small packet of seeds in a vegetable garden the faith is the same.  Seeds are usually tiny, dry, often
brown and pretty unpromising to look at.  It is only in that act of faith in preparing the soil, sowing the seed and
watering it, keeping off birds and slugs, weeding and tending it, that anything is possible.  If the seeds stay in the
packet nothing positive can happen and the potential is lost.  But if you commit them to the ground, with
sunshine and rain, then harvest and abundance follow.  However, what is really important is the quality of the
ground – for if it is dry and used up, or boggy and poor quality, then the grower has to add richness to it.  In
many parts of the world manure is added or blood, fish and bonemeal.  These are costly products to buy or
produce, because here we get to the depth of what agriculture demands – the best ingredients, the least
polluting elements, so that nothing is destroyed but only enhanced.

Our salvation cannot be a selfish and painless affair, because that’s not how people or movements grow.
Choosing to be important cannot be the way for Christians to help God’s kingdom to grow.

The kingdom is God’s gift to a world which gets stuck in greed and selfishness, carelessness and a fixation on
scarcity.  The world’s fear – that there is not enough of everything, that only the rich can prosper, that to be
counted you have to be important, that God is a harsh task master who is never satisfied – needs to be dissolved
in the love of the God who calls for a depth of self-sacrifice but in whose kingdom we come to see that there is
abundance for everyone and no need for the poverty and misery that afflict so many lives.  May we all be able to
share all that is good and grow healthily together.

Rev James Pitkin
Area Dean of Romsey
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Local Events September

To the world you may just be a teacher . . .

   Stockbridge
  Community

Cinema
Stockbridge Town Hall

Tickets £5.00 from
 John Robinson or Garden Inn or online via

www.stockbridgecinema.org.uk (£0.75 booking fee)
Please buy tickets early to avoid disappointment

A FANTASTIC WOMAN(15)
Wednesday 12 September

7.30pm  (1hr 44mins)
Drama (Spanish with English subtitles)

Marina, a transgender woman who works as a
waitress and moonlights as a nightclub singer, is
thrown into turmoil following the death of her

partner. Mourning the loss of the man she loved,
she finds herself under intense scrutiny from those

with no regard for her privacy.
Oscar Winner 2018: Best Foreign Language Film

Longstock
Garden Club

Reminder

Tuesday 4th September
Evening visit to

The Down House
 Itchen Abbas, SO21 1AX

 by kind permission of Jackie and Mark Porter.

£10 per person, payable on arrival. Included is
a guided tour of the vineyard, a wine making
explanation, a tasting of Mark and Jackie’s red,
white and rosé wines, a wander around the
garden and tea/coffee with cake at the end of
the evening.

Further details of our Garden Club - Clare
Bramley 810432 or Ada Rogers 810794.

The Royal British Legion
Houghton and District Branch
Contact David Williams (Chairman)

01264 811072,
or Ian Bell (Secretary)  01264 811636

Social evenings are held on the first Thursday of most
months in the Grosvenor Hotel

New members are always welcome

Test Villages
University of the

Third Age
Wednesday 5 September

Richard Evans
Life Behind the Lens

Longstock Village Hall at 2pm
 Please see www.testvillagesu3a.org.uk

or ring 01264 860492 for details
to find out more about Test Villages U3A

and our special interest groups

Copy for Magazine
For about ten days before each month’s deadline

there will be a box at the back of St Peter’s
Church for paper copy.

Copy date for October Magazine:
15 September 2018

Please send emails to: editorsstockmag@gmail.com

Longstock & Leckford WI

Tuesday 25 September
7.30pm

Dressing for your Body Shape
by ‘Styling by Rosie’

All welcome

Please contact Micki Nadal, 810567, or
Sylvia Shepard, 810603, for further information

THE GUERNSEY LITERARY &
POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY (12A)

Wednesday 19 September
4.30pm and 7.30pm (2hrs 4mins)

A writer forms an unexpected bond with the
residents of Guernsey Island in the aftermath of
World War II, when she decides to write a book

about their experiences during the war.
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. . . but to your students you are a hero.

Local Events September

SPONSORED BY THE LECKFORD ESTATE

V I L L A G E  F E T E
LONGSTOCK RECREATION GROUND  

SAT 1ST SEPT 2018 | FETE BEGINS 12.30PM

Brass Band 
Dog Show (enter on day) 
Sheep Dog Handling 
Book Stall 
Bottle Stall 
Food Stalls 
Plant Stalls 

Kids Quiz 
Kids Games 

Face Painting 
Adventure Tunnel 

Bouncy Castle 
Tea & Cakes 

Pimms Bar 
BBQ

LONGSTOCK 

£1 
ENTRY 

FOR OVER 
12s

Houghton WI
Monday 17 September

7.30pm
Houghton Village Hall

Life with a Canine Partner
by Ali Bailey with dog Yana

Visitors very welcome

For further information please call
Jane Anderton 01264 810928 or

Julie Harwood 01264 810314

Wherwell
History Group

Friday 21 September, 8pm

Lt.Col. (Ret’d) Jeremy Prescott

WW1 - Sacrifice and Remembrance
Please contact Andrew Flanagan (Chairman)

01264 860 560 for further details

ST MARY’S PATRONAL AND
THANKSGIVING SERVICE

9 SEPTEMBER 2018

The service at St
Mary’s Church,
Longstock will start at
9.30am.

Canon Graham Trasler is returning to take
this service.  It will be an opportunity to
remember and give thanks for the lives of
many who have served the community and
church and to celebrate all they meant to
family and friends.

Refreshments will be available afterwards

All are very welcome
and we hope to see you at St Mary’s
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A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the imagination . . .

Local Events September

Stockbridge Town Hall Events
Weekly
Mon   Pilates Paula / Clare
Tues  Drawing Class
Weds am Yoga With Dionne
Weds eve Changes- Mindfullness Wellbeing &
   Weight Loss
Thursday Art Class
Thurs am Stockbridge Community Market
Thurs eve Joga
Fri am  Moo Music Toddler Classes

Stockbridge
Market

Every Thursday morning
9.45 - 11.45am

in Stockbridge Town Hall
Selling the very best local and home-made
produce - pies, cakes, breads, soups, eggs,

and vegetables.
Handmade crafts, toys, books, plants, and

bric-a-brac.
Come and browse and enjoy a cup of tea or

coffee with your friends.

Now with a free drop-in IT Help Desk
and Wi-Fi access!

Stockbridge Music
Saturday 15 September

7.30 pm at St Peter’s Church

Roger Owens (Piano)
Roger has established himself as one of the most
versatile of pianists. His repertoire is unusually
wide and ranges from Gibbons to Hoddinott,
whose music he has premiered on several occa-
sions. He has won the Royal Overseas League
Piano Competition, the Brydon Thompson Recital
Prize and the Scottish International Piano competi-
tion.  Roger will be performing works by Scarlatti,
Mozart, Debussy, Liszt, Tchaikovsky, and Chopin.

“Roger Owens has a lovely sound, open and rounded
and shows excellent touch and control at the softest
dynamics” - Tim Parry, International Record Review

Tickets (£14) are available from:
Robinsons Butchers, Stockbridge
www.jumblebee.co.uk/stockbridgemusic
The Lights Theatre Box Office (01264 368368)
Roger Tym (01264 810363)

Concert Sponsored by Hildon Water

Stockbridge
10k and 2k

Fun Run
The well-established and hugely successful
Stockbridge 10k will be taking place again this
year on Sunday 9 September.  Since 2011 this
event has taken place 6 times and raised over
£12,000.  All profit will once again go to local
charities.

The race which starts from Stockbridge Primary
School, follows a route around the beautiful
Test Valley on both quiet roads and trails.
Registration opens from 9.00am for a 10.30am
start. The 2k fun run starts 10 minutes after the
main event. There are medals for all finishers and
prizes for various age categories. All welcome!

The race is held under UK Athletics rules and
has Chip Timing for all participants of the 10K.
Please visit www.stockbridge10k.webeden.co.uk
to enter or stockbridge10k@hotmail.co.uk for
further information.

We hope to see you there!

September
Sat 1  Antique Fair
Sun 2  Pouf Daddy Ltd
Sat 8  Pouf Daddy Ltd
Sat 8-9  Antiques and Curios
Sat 8  El Tangueras de Corazon
Wed 12  Daisies Hampshire, Just Because
Wed 12  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Sat 15-16 Hants & Berkshire Guild of Craftsmen
Sat 15  Stockbridge Music Society
Tue 18  MJ Vaughan Antiques
Wed 19  Stockbridge Community Cinema
Wed 19  H&B Style
Thu 20  Stockbridge Parish Council
Fri 21-24 Capital Cashmere
Tue 25  Longstock and Leckford WI
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. . . and instil a love of learning. (Brad Henry)

From the Editorial Team
Your editors would not enjoy our role as much as
we do if it wasn’t for the very positive relationship
between the magazine and its readers.  We thought
this was the month when we should record our
appreciation and thanks for your continuing input
to the magazine. We have several faithful
contributors who surprise us with the range of their
interests and their articles both entertain and
inform.  Others keep us in touch with local matters
and some write to us in response to issues of
concern.  And we have some wonderful
photographers!

We welcome all such contributions, and if you feel
stirred to respond to something you read in the
magazine, do get in touch - your editors will
publish if they can.

We also welcome suggestions of topics that would
be of interest and of course would welcome new
contributors!

This year’s Trout ’n About was another great
success, and we want to record our thanks to the
team who put this event together, almost all of them
volunteers.  It is a real community effort!  But
every team has a leader, or in Trout ’n About’s case,
co-project managers, and we want to particularly
thank Tania Casey, who is stepping down after
three very successful years at the helm, and Sarah
Madden, who shares the load and we’re delighted to
report is staying on next year.

Frances Candler and Jennifer Kidd
      01264 811776 or 01264 811179

                         or email
editorsstockmag@gmail.com

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN
SOMBORNE & DISTRICT

warmly invite you to their

AUTUMN TALK
Dr David Webster will speak on
ETHICAL DILEMMAS FACED BY
CHRISTIAN DOCTORS TODAY

Our society’s attitudes to issues such as abortion,
assisted dying and transgenderism are going through
profound and rapid change.  Traditional Christian and
Biblical views are no longer generally accepted.  How
does a doctor who holds traditional views face these
challenges?  What is the Christian response?

When:  Wednesday, 17 October 2018
Where: Epworth Hall (Methodist Chapel)

Note change of venue!
Time:  12.30pm – 2.00pm

A light lunch will be served

Local Events

UPPER TEST VALLEY VINTAGE CLUB

WORKING WEEKEND & SHOW
SAT 8 & SUN 9 SEPTEMBER 2018

DANEBURY ROAD, LONGSTOCK, HANTS
COME & SEE HOW FARMING WAS DONE

IN THE PAST
STEAMERS     TIMBER SECTION
WORKING DEMONSTRATIONS

WORKING HORSE DISPLAY
CRAFTS      TRACTOR PLOUGHING

STALLS   MUSIC
CARS  MOTORBIKES     BARN ENGINES

LAWNMOWER RACING

CAR BOOT SAT & SUN £5 EACH DAY

OPEN from 10AM each day
£5 per person under 12 free

IN AID OF THE HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF
WIGHT AIR AMBULANCE

www.uppertestvalleyvintageclub.co.uk

Leckford Quiz Evening
EASY QUESTIONS!

SMALL PRIZES!
RAFFLE!

Friday 12 October at 7.00 pm

£12 per head, which includes a hot supper

All proceeds to our Church roof fund.
Please book, to help with numbers for catering.

Tel Dawn. 01264 810724

There is no bar now as the Combine Club has closed
You are welcome to bring bottles for your table . . .

glasses will be provided!
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Let us remember: one book, one pen, one child and one teacher . . .

A new Human Resource
Consultancy based in Andover is
able to deliver the best possible
solution for all your HR business
needs including:-

employment law issues
handbook and policy writing

staff performance management
training and recruitment

Free 30 min consultation
Contact Sarah on 07757 783039
or email sarah@clarion-hr.co.uk

www.clarion-hr.co.uk

Dan North Limited can now offer male and female
boiler engineers that are fully trained in Oil, LPG

and Gas. We give you peace of mind that someone
friendly and experienced will be carrying out your

work for you.

We specialise in boiler breakdowns and repairs as
well as installation and servicing.

We can carry out any maintenance of your heating
system with radiator replacements or valve

changes to keep you warm on the cold nights.

We also offer long term contracts for estates and
landlords which take all your worries away i.e.

service reminders and maintenance.

To find out how we can make your life easier
please contact us by:

Phone 07709 430026 or
email dan@dannorth.co.uk

Oil & LPG Specialist
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. . . can change the world. (Malala Yousafzan)

Basingstoke Home
from Hospital Service
 Royal Voluntary Service

We are looking to extend our
service to include referrals
from Andover War Memorial
Hospital, not just Basingstoke
and Alton as we currently do,
and are looking for volunteers
in the Test Valley area to give
up some of their time to
support our clients.

Supported by the Hospital Trust and funded by Royal
Voluntary Service the Home from Hospital is a free
service available to patients which offers support with
helping to readjust at home. Returning home from
hospital can be a little daunting and having someone to
lend a hand can help patients regain their confidence
and re-establish their routines.

As a volunteer,you will visit at home and assist with
such things as:
• Helping with shopping
• Picking up prescriptions
• Accompanying to social activities
• Providing information about other services and
 signposting on
• Or even just having a cup of tea and a chat if that
 is what they would like

The support lasts for 6-8 weeks and the emphasis is on
regaining independence at home and in the community.

Also, if you know someone who has recently been
discharged from hospital and you think they could
benefit from our support, please get in touch.

If you would like to join our friendly team or would
like to find out more  please contact:

tessa.notman-watt or colin.eglin
@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Or mobiles 07919 880629 and 07500811180

 

Volunteer to help older people returning 

home from hospital in Basingstoke  
Could you gift just a couple of hours a week to really make a difference to an older person’s life? 

The Home from Hospital service takes referrals directly from the hospital and provides a 6 week volunteer befriending engagement to elderly 
vulnerable patients, supporting them back into relatively independent living. We need increasingly more volunteers to prime this story.  

Royal Voluntary Service is looking for volunteers to support its vital Home from Hospital service in Basingstoke and across the Test Valley.  

The service helps older people who live alone and those with limited or no support locally, providing them with practical and emotional support after they 
leave hospital following an illness, surgery or accident.  Our volunteers play a crucial role by visiting people weekly, for up to eight weeks, in their own 
homes - assisting with shopping, providing vital companionship and signposting to other services in the area.  

A Home from Hospital client said “Had I not received Emma’s support, my return from hospital would have been a lot more difficult”. 

Royal Voluntary Service is one of the UK’s largest volunteering organisations and our key focus is on helping older people live happy and healthy lives 
and supporting the NHS. We’re volunteer-powered, with people like you at our heart. No previous experience is required – just a friendly smile and 
willingness to help others. Full training and support is provided. 

All we need from you is:  

 a willingness and a desire to help;  

 a commitment to providing reliable and consistent support;  

 a fondness for sharing your time with others and meeting new people.  
 
And the good news is, volunteering is not a one way street. As well as benefiting  
older people by helping them retain their independence and self-esteem, you too  
can enjoy many rewards including: 

 meeting new people;  

 learning new things about others and the area you live;  

 experiencing a feeling of contributing to an invaluable service. 

Contact Tessa (below) to find out more about the difference you could make to  
someone’s life and how to get involved: 

Tessa on 07919 880 629 or Tessa.Notman-Watt@RoyalVoluntaryService.org.uk 

 

 

ASG
Carpentry & Decorating

Locally based Carpenter and Decorator
Full interior and Exterior Decorating

Service including joinery repairs
Carpentry includes Storage, Shelving,

Built-in Units, playhouses
Repairs and alterations to furniture

Fitting doors, windows, locks, curtain
poles etc.

Glazing including replacement of failed
double glazing units

Andrew Gerrard
01264 781496  / 07947 388602
Email: gerrardovi@gmail.com

 Larry Murphy Hypnotherapy

 Trained hypnotherapist specialising in
• Stress/Anxiety
• Depression
• Weight Loss
• Habits (smoking, drinking etc.)
• Phobias
• PTSD
First two sessions free (sessions last 1 hour)
Call Larry for a friendly confidential chat on
07908 405443

Says Who ?

  I will not yell in class
  I will not throw things
I will not have a temper tantrum
I will always be good because . . .

I am the teacher
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The mediocre teacher tells, the good teacher explains, the superior teacher demonstrates . . .

Alasdair John Cox
Carpentry Specialist

& Building/Garden Maintenance

Free Quotations/No Call Out Charge

No Job Too Small
Internal and External Work Undertaken

Fully Insured with references available

Just Call
01264 810311 or 07900 621842

Email alasdaircox@googlemail.com

No. 2 Manor Farm Cottages,
North Houghton Stockbridge SO20 6LF
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. . . the great teacher inspires. (William Arthur Ward)

Bournemouth, Basingstoke, Guildford, Southsea,
Reading, Bath, to list just a few, and towards the end
of Saturday afternoon, spoke to a couple from
Birmingham who had booked into the Grosvenor for
Friday night to visit on Saturday.

Even on the Sunday I was contacted about 2.45pm by
a lady in Newbury who wanted to know if the
gardens were still open (it was raining steadily at the
time). Telling her that they were still open she said
she would get her friend and drive down from
Newbury for the last couple of hours !

Meeting
people from
these not
too distant
places, I was
reminded of
the time a
few months
ago when I
was printing
our

magazine in the office. As the printer chugged
efficiently away, I picked up an old Visitors Book from
St Peter’s dated 1989. Flicking over the pages I found
visitors from Texas, Victoria (Canada), Madras,
Massachusetts, Ontario, Penang (Malaysia), Madrid,
Helsinki, New Zealand, Holland,  Macau (South
China), and this is just from the first ten pages or so.
And visitors from the UK seemed to be coming from
all quarters.

Next time you are in the church, have a look at the
current Visitors Book. You won’t have any difficulty
seeing that the church has been recently visited by
people from California, S Africa, Vancouver, Germany,
Arkansas, Canberra (Australia), Norway, Wyoming,
Johannesburg, and so on.  And whilst you are looking
enjoy the wonderful comments written about St
Peter’s Church.

There’s no doubt that Stockbridge, and St Peter’s
Church is known and admired all over the world !

David Barnes

After many weeks of hot and sunny weather, the open
gardens weekend was hit by a sudden change as wind
and rain were threatened. On the Saturday we were
lucky and the rain forecast barely happened and a
reasonably sunny afternoon was enjoyed by about 300
visitors. However, the Sunday weather was pretty bad
and strong winds and almost continuous rain meant
that only about 40 visitors braved the elements.
However, in spite of this, just about £4000 was raised
for St Peter’s church funds. It seems as if almost
everyone who turned up on both days also found time
to enjoy a wonderful tea and cake (or scone) at the
church. On the Saturday they could enjoy the band as
well but we cancelled them for the wet Sunday.

Thanks are due, of course, to so many people who
helped the event run as smoothly as possible and
especially the gardeners who had the most difficult
conditions in which to get their wonderful gardens
ready for the weekend with months of scorching sun!
I heard so many positive comments about the gardens
but the thing which struck me during the event was
the distances that people were willing to travel to
enjoy the gardens. I spoke to people from

Gardens Open Weekend and Visitors to Stockbridge

FLU !
THE FLU SEASON
WILL SHORTLY BE

WITH US.
PLEASE SEE THE STOCKBRIDGE SURGERY

WEBSITE FOR DETAILS OF CLINICS AND
WHEN BOOKING COMMENCES

WWW.STOCKBRIDGESURGERY.CO.UK
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Of all the hard jobs around . . .

The Vine Yard
High Street Stockbridge SO20 6HF

Tel: 07949 403888
www.vinepianos.co.uk

hello@vinepianos.co.uk

Open Mon-Sat
9am-5pm
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. . . one of the hardest is being a good teacher. (Maggie Gallagher)

Potting Shed Cuttings for September
Seasonal questions from the Stockbridge Community Market plant stall

How should I prepare my lawn for winter?
September is a good time to start the autumn/winter
lawn programme.  After mowing, collect the cuttings,
rake out the moss and any thatch and spike the lawn to
aerate and reduce compaction.  Use a special autumn
feed, not the remains of any spring feed, which would
promote leafy growth.  Autumn feed will encourage
toughness, to combat winter weather.  Brush a thin
layer of top dressing into the lawn with a stiff broom.
Repair edges and bald patches, levelling out hollows and
humps.  Avoid walking on reseeded or returfed areas
over the winter.

How do I select bulbs which will flower well next
year?
With garden centres and nurseries overflowing with
bulbs at this time of year, you need to pick carefully.
The bigger the bulbs, the more flowers they will
produce.  Small, inexpensive bulbs may not produce
flowers next year.  Make sure they are plump, firm,
with no sign of damage such as cuts and bruising.  If you
don’t buy them until late in the month, don’t worry
about tiny green shoots, but don’t buy if the shoots are
long and thin.  Delay buying tulips and hyacinths for a
few weeks, as you needn’t plant these until October or
November.  Plant bulbs at a depth of at least 3 times
their height.

What can I plant in containers for winter? Winter
flowering pansies are a good choice to flower
throughout the colder months, with little sunlight, but
keep pots in sheltered spots outside.  Ornamental
cabbages are unusual and attractive, but in general they
won’t show their lovely colours until the night time
temperatures fall below 10°C.  Wallflowers will
produce good early colour in the spring, as will the
huge variety of bulbs, although for containers it is
usually best to stick to dwarf varieties which are better
suited in size.  Unlike summer planting, don’t use
moisture retaining crystals and make sure drainage is
good, by adding grit or perlite to the compost.  With
less sunlight, plants will not grow as large, so they
should be placed much closer together, although bulbs
should not touch.  Check that containers placed near
the house are not under overflowing guttering or
standing in a spot where puddles form.

How can I encourage greenhouse crops to ripen
quickly? A tried and tested method for tomatoes,
cucumbers, peppers and aubergines is to stop feeding
and reduce watering a few weeks before pulling up the
plants.  Take out tips and all side shoots as they appear
and remove any lower leaves.  Keep ventilation
windows closed unless it is very hot.   Full sized green
tomatoes should ripen, but can also be picked and

encouraged to ripen
indoors in a warm spot
out of direct sunlight.

Calendar of Jobs for September:
Sow under glass:
Main crop onions, winter lettuce, parsley, spring cab-
bages, broad beans, turnips, swedes, mangetout and
sweet peas.
Sow outside:
Calendula, nigella, cornflowers and poppies in their
flowering positions.
Plant:
Spinach, garlic and onion sets, bulbs for forcing, spring
bulbs outside.
Prune:
Hedges, early flowering shrubs, asparagus shoots as
they yellow.
Jobs:
Start your autumn lawn feeding and tidying pro-
gramme.  Pick the last of your summer fruiting crops
before the frosts arrive and raise squashes from the
ground. Divide perennials whilst the soil is still warm.
Plant up containers for winter.

P.S. I was surprised to find that the wasps in my garden
are no longer waiting for the apples to fall – they are
now cleaning them out completely whilst they are still
on the tree.  You can’t get fresher fruit than that!

Micki Nadal

Longstock
Garden Club

Our monthly meetings start again on Tuesday 9th
October.  Kevin Hobbs will be giving a talk on
‘Naturalistic Planting with Perennials, Shrubs and
Grasses’.
7pm for 7.30 pm start at  Longstock Village Hall.
Produce raffle with plants.  Do come along!

Further details of our Garden Club - Clare
Bramley 810432 or Ada Rogers 810794.

Changes . . .
Mindfulness, Wellbeing and

Weight-loss Meet Up
Stockbridge Town Hall

Wednesdays 19:00-20:00

For further information please
Email changesmindfulness@gmail.com



14
It is the supreme art of the teacher . . .

A diamond solitaire ring, weighing 3.29cts
Sold for £7,300

Inviting consignments for our jewellery, silver,
antiques and interiors auctions

We offer free, no obligation valuations at our
Winchester Saleroom every Thursday

10am-4pm (no appointment necessary)

Home and specialist valuations are available by
appointment

For enquiries please contact Bellmans:

01962 861789
www.bellmans.co.uk
info@bellmans.co.uk

The Red House, Hyde Street,
Winchester SO23 7DX

Clean Sweep
Chimney Sweeps

Fast, Clean & Efficient
Reasonable Rates

Local Service

Contact:
01264 810802
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. . . to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge. (Albert Einstein)

From PCSO
Cathy Williams:
This year’s Trout ‘n About
was thoroughly enjoyed by
me, my colleague and three
Police Cadets along with the
many visitors the event
brought in. Parking was

certainly imaginative and somewhat chaotic but
the whole day was very well organised and ran
smoothly without any major incidents.

4418029267
At the end of Trout ‘n About on 5th August, Police
received a complaint about a male on the High Street
who had made homophobic comments towards
members of the public. This took place shortly after
4pm. If you were present or overheard these
comments please phone 101 quoting the above
reference number.

44180272781
Over approximately a week 12th - 19th July builders
attended a property on a few occasions. They
completed some work (not to a good standard) for
free, but then proceeded to pressure the home owner
into having extensive work done. Fortunately the
home owner was confident enough to refuse the
work. If you feel that you or a neighbour are being
pressured into having unnecessary work completed
then please phone 101 or contact trading standards on
their hotline: 03454 04 05 06

44180272293
Between 11.30am – 12.00 noon on 19th July, offenders
smashed the passenger window of a vehicle whilst it
was parked on the High Street. A handbag was stolen
from beneath the passenger seat, items were later
found a couple of miles away. If you saw or heard
anything please call 101 quoting the above reference
number.

On 17th July two males entered two stores on the
High Street and used £20 Bank of England notes which
are suspected to be counterfeit. If you work in a store
or deal with cash, please do check serial numbers and
when possible use a UV pen to identify whether they
are genuine.

Over recent months we have seen a number of road
traffic incidents where vehicles have driven off without
exchanging details. Whether you feel you are at fault
or not it is an offence not to stop and provide details
such as the vehicle’s registration number and your
name and address (and the owner’s name and address
if different). If no one is with the vehicle you have
collided with and there are no means of contacting

them you must report it to a Police Constable or at a
Police station within 24hours.

We did not see a proportionate response to the
Community Survey we distributed previously and
therefore it’s been decided that the Community
Priority for Andover South remains the same: drug
related matters. If you have concerns about this
matter please contact us via 101 or anonymously by
calling 0800 555 111 or the online report at
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

This is my final report for the Parish Magazine before
venturing off to don a black top and train to be a
Police Constable. After training I’ve initially been told I
may be based in Winchester - so not a million miles
away! Thank you for having me as your PCSO, I have
been very lucky to work in an area where I have met
so many wonderful residents. I have included the
importance of the monthly Parish Magazine input in
my handover and I do hope this is continued.

If there are any enquiries or you would like to request
attendance at community events please do email
test.valley.police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Catherine.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Cathy Williams 15559

Editors:
Thank you, Cathy, we’ll miss you!

Stockbridge Amateur
Dramatic Society
Curtain Calls…

Come along and be entertained by
readings and performances from

plays, poems and novels based around
the theme of…

‘Arrivals and Departures’
on Tuesday 2nd October

at 7.30 pm
Stockbridge Town Hall

Or, even better…we’d love you to
take part, so if you fancy having a go,

please email
stockbridgeamdrams@gmail.com

 or call Mark Frank on 0773 887 4040

You don’t have to be a member of SADS,
but we’d love it if you’d join!

We’re always looking for new blood to act,
direct, produce, to be part of the technical

team on sound, lighting, set design and
build, stage managing, costume and props.
Equally, it’d be great for you to just come

along and support our events!
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Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the kids working together and motivating them . . .

benefit of the river, its weed growth, invertebrates,
fish and, of course, fishermen.

At this point it is worth pointing out that interference
by man with any of a chalk river catchment can have
catastrophic consequences for the natural flood plain
and surrounding area. Chalk stream meadows,
marshes and the river flood plain itself are the
sensitive organs of nature which if blocked by the
building of houses, car parks or, interfered with in an
indiscriminate way, will always increase the risk of
flooding from both run-off water - flash flooding and
damage - and ground water -sustained high level
flooding and consequent damage to both land and
property. The Romans and the Saxons realised the
inherent sensitivity of this land and did not build there
but, rather, restricted their developments and
fortifications to the hillsides away from the water and
along the hard standing of the causeway. Why now
should we be considering doing otherwise?

When the Romans constructed the causeway across
the Test valley, which is the A30 through Stockbridge,
the chalk for the undertaking was dug from the hillside
behind the houses at the south eastern end of Old
London Road. Evidence of the workings still exist but
are difficult to see because of the houses and of
vegetation screening the area.  However, it is also
interesting to note that passing at right angles under
the causeway which runs from the White Hart to the
“new” bridge over the Test are seven carriers, or
streams, probably originally planned by the Saxons and
Romans to meet needs of flood relief, drainage and

In my last article I started off in Scotland but this time
I move a bit further south to Northumberland where,
near Wooler, Jock and I took a walk across
Weetwood Moor.  Little did we expect to encounter
this adder, a picture of which I give below. Jock didn’t
want to hang around so he did a brilliant Fosbury Flop
and cleared the creature by a country mile. It is
interesting to note, on this particular specimen, how
well the black zigzag markings stand out from the blue
grey of the body. It is my opinion that this adder had
only just sloughed its skin and was therefore in a
pristine and sensitive condition – albeit a bit dopey in
the strong sunlight.

Back to Hampshire and the drought. The weed in the
Test has been cut again and cleared away and the
water has been flowing crystal clear for the past eight
or so weeks without the benefit of any rain and
surface water run-off.  This emphasises the health and
importance of the underground aquifers; winter rain
takes months from falling on the land to permeate
through the chalk and reach the aquifers below. From
here they start to release their high quality and
nutrient rich water during the summer months to the

The Test and other Country Matters -  September 2018

Site of proposed development
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irrigation. Drinking water was most likely provided by
springs and wells. These carriers are easy to spot
except two at the eastern end which run underground
rather than through culverts.

It is also possible to spot spring holes in the carriers
around the village but they are not easy to discern. If it
is of interest look for well washed out areas of chalk or
gravel on the bottom of the river. As water can
emerge from the spring at odd angles it is sometimes
possible to see matter flowing upstream because of the
force of the water from that spring hole. It is all very
weird and detection is really all a matter of luck. The
spring water is also really cold!

The river keepers have asked me to mention that
should anyone spot/witness any untoward activity such
as poaching would they please report it by phoning the
Police on 101. This applies also to any non life
threatening activity such as damage to property and
anti social behaviour. Please, however, continue to use
999 for emergencies.

Finally, I will
mention the
turtle dove again;
it has not turned
up this year and
has not been seen
to be nesting on
the Down or on
the golf course. It
has been heard
cooing a few
times but this has
only been
momentary;
maybe she or he
has been unable
to find a mate
here and has moved on quickly.          Peter Hughes

Introducing
Jock

. . . the teacher is the most important. (Bill Gates)

Ringing Remembers
Last month we had
the photo from the
Imperial War
Museum showing Bell
Ringers during
WW1. This included
the then vicar, Revd
Routh, who trained
many lady bell
ringers, including his
daughters.  On
Sunday 19 August,
descendants of
Robert Routh visited
St Mary’s and re-
enacted the picture – see above.  A number of bell
ringers from the Portsmouth and Winchester Guild
came to the church, together with a few people who
‘came to have a go’ and BBC South Today’s reporter
Briony Leyland visited the Church, with a
cameraman.  They filmed the Bell Ringers at work,
then interviewed the descendants of Revd Routh.
Mary Saunders, Bell Captain of Longstock Tower also
‘did a piece to camera’.  When asked about her
training 70 years ago she replied – my teacher said
watch what I do and ‘when I goes up, you goes
down’.  And that was it! The campaign ‘Ringing
Remembers’ is trying recruit a number of new ringers
so that there will be enough to ‘ring out’ at Armistice
- 100 years on from the end of the First World War.

Ringers from the Longstock Tower were at work on
Saturday 18th and on hand to show others who
might be interested to see how the system works.

Maddie Hedley

Help needed
Stockbridge resident requires friendly help with

housework for two hours a week
Telephone 01264 810838

It’s the way he tells ‘em . . .
“This is the back of the ship,” said Tom sternly.
“We just struck oil and it’s spewing all over the
place,” Tom gushed.
“You’ll have to tell me what groceries to get,” said
Tom listlessly.
“I don’t have any music by that Hungarian
composer,” said Tom Lisztlessly.
“The streets of Paris are crowded,” said Tom
ruefully.
“ Eins, zwei, drei, funf,” said Tom vier-lessly
“You missed the first, second, third and fifth
questions on the test, “said Tom forthrightly. (HS)

With thanks to Hugh Saxton for sending this to us!
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Experience is a hard teacher . . .

Richard Steel & Partners
The Family Owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Established 1860

Richard Steel  Iain Steel

Alderman House, 12-14 City Road
WINCHESTER

(01962) 862333 (24 hours)

“Over 157 years
of Family Service”

� A Choice of Funeral Plans  �
� Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide  �

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

COUNTY MOLE
CATCHER

Traditional mole control offering
a fast & friendly service ~ No mole caught, no fee

No gas or poisons
A member of both the Guild of British Molecatchers

& The British Molecatchers Register

YOUR LOCAL MOLE CATCHER
Mobile: 07894 046263

email: judd@countymolecatcher.co.uk
For more information please visit
www.countymolecatcher.co.uk
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. . . because it gives the test first and the lesson afterwards. (Vernon Law)

Stockbridge Parish Council Newsletter

Parish Council contact details:
Parish Clerk (Michael Mortimer) 07899 803291
email stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com

Richard Foord
Alyson Lownie
Frances Candler
Angie Filippa
Derek Hallé
Richard Hills
James Leslie
Russell Jackson
Sally Smith

01264 810648
07411 251698
01264 811776
07817 576346
07710 173360
07710 484704
07768 765778
07895 300465
01264 811631

jmfoordandson@tiscali.co.uk
alyson@lownie.net
francescandler@gmail.com
angiefilippa@outlook.com
dahallepc@gmail.com
richard@richardhills.net
jamsel@btinternet.com
russelljacksonSPC@gmail.com
sallywyn@outlook.com

Council Vacancies
We have one remaining vacant seat so please do get
in touch if you are interested in joining the Parish
Council. Contribution to the SPC is not limited to
being a councillor, residents help by attending our
monthly meetings and providing feedback either
formally to the clerk or to individual councillors. To
contact the clerk, email  Michael Mortimer, at
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com.

Planning
If a planning application is on the Agenda to be
discussed and you have any comments, either positive
or negative, it’s important to let the clerk or your
councillors know about these in plenty of time, either
in writing or at the relevant meeting.  We represent
you and need to know your views on matters which
affect you. We would also urge you to make personal
representation which can be done in writing or on
line. For those with access to the internet, you can
view planning applications at:
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/planningand
buildingcontrol/viewplanningapplicationsonline/vie
w-planning-applications-online/

Our thanks to councillors who delivered almost 1000
copies of the SPC resident consultation documents
regarding the proposed development by McCarthy &
Stone.  The consultation closes on 29 August and the
responses will then be analysed.  Questions that have
been fed back to us to pass on to the developers are
being made be available on the website together with
the answers we have been given. Similarly, questions
directed to SPC are on the Parish Council website
with our replies - see
http://www.stockbridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday
20 September at 7.30pm at Stockbridge Town Hall
and members of the public are invited to attend.

The amendment to the planning permission granted
for an AD plant at Sparsholt College was allowed.
Our thanks to everyone who made representations
and to those who attended the planning meeting and
especially to Richard Gueterbock, who has given

generously of his expertise and time, and
spoke for us on the day. It is deeply disappointing
that the Planning Committee was not permitted to
consider the traffic impact.

War Memorial
Structural engineers have reported and made their
recommendation and we are currently seeking
approval from the Conservation Officer before we
can go to tender. It is all taking longer than we would
like but due process has to be followed. We are very
grateful to everyone who has made donations.

Traffic
Councillors’ time has been rather taken up by planning
matters recently but we have instructed HCC in the
matter of the village gateways and will continue to
encourage them to deliver. TVBC have declined a fu-
ture contract to act for HCC on Highways matters
and we are working to establish relationships with
those who now control our fates.

If you have suggestions to contribute then do get in
touch through the clerk, Michael Mortimer, at
stockbridgeparishcouncil@gmail.com.

Flowerbed near Trout Pond
Many thanks to volunteer Angela McPherson for
helping with weeding.  Other volunteers would be
made most welcome. Please contact any councillor if
you would be able to help out.              Alyson Lownie
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I am indebted to my father for living . . .

Andover Gas and Water
EST 2004

BOILER SERVICING, REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT

CENTRAL HEATING REPAIR AND INSTALLATIONS

RAYBURN HEAT CENTRE SUPPLY INSTALLATION AND
SERVICING

AGA OIL SERVICING
Tel 01264 711119

Salisbury Rd, Abbotts Ann, Andover, SP11 7NX
email: sales@andovergasandwater.co.uk

website: www.andovergasandwater.co.uk
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. . . but to my teacher for living well. (Alexander the Great)

Stockbridge was first enfranchised during the reign of
Elizabeth 1, even though the small market town could
not have been of any real size or importance except
that it was on the Great West Road, a main highway
from London to Exeter. In Tudor times the borough
came within the jurisdiction of the Duchy of
Lancaster. The Duchy was described as ‘the queen’s
ancient inheritance’ and links her interests directly to
the town, as it was presumed that the Duchy
nominees would be returned.

The system started to unravel during the election of
1614. The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Sir
Thomas Parry, sent a threatening letter to
Stockbridge claiming the right by precedent to choose
the two MPs and nominating Sir Henry Wallop and Sir
Walter Cope. The 28 electors ignored his wishes

voting, almost unanimously for
their own candidates. The bailiff,
who was the returning officer,
ignored the vote and returned
Wallop and Cope. After
discussion Parliament resolved
that the election was void.

It is not known whether the
stand of the Stockbridge electors
was based on principle or had
some less worthy motive, but
their successors were certainly
more venal and  ‘gross and
notorious bribery’ became routine.
In 1681 Essex Strode presented
the borough with a magnificent
silver mace which carries the
arms of the sovereign as Duke of
Lancaster. Thomas Jervoise and
George Pitt presented a silver
chalice and paten in 1697 to
support Pitt’s re-election. In 1689

and again in 1693 the election was overturned.
Parliament considered a bill to disenfranchise
Stockbridge but it was defeated on the third reading
and a by-election was held.

Although election results were secured through
bribery, Stockbridge continued to have a patron
without whose support it was considered difficult, if
not impossible, to be elected, but often the electors
were paid before the patron could influence the
election. In 1767 the voters were bribed in advance
with 50 guineas per man. The payments were
negotiated by election agents. John Snow, whose box
tomb is in the north east corner of Old St Peter’s
churchyard, was an election agent in the early 1700s.
His eloquent epitaph describes a caring and
compassionate gentleman but he was involved in

organised bribery. John Gay mentions Snow in his
journal. There was a bill before Parliament to extend
the election period from three to five years. This did
not become law but explains the context of Gay’s
remarks.

‘Sad melancholy ev’ry visage wears;
What, no election come in seven long years!
Of all our race of Mayors, shall Snow alone
Be by Sir Richard’s dedication known?
Our streets no more with tides of ale shall float,
Nor cobblers feast for three years upon one vote.

Sir Richard Steele was MP for the borough in 1713 and
his mode of bribery was to stick guinea coins into an
apple declaring that it would be ‘the prize for that voter
whose wife should first be brought to bed after that day
nine months’. Steele was expelled from the House in
1714 for bribery and writing seditious pamphlets. He
never awarded his prize.

Another well-known election agent was John Bucket.
He was landlord of The King’s Head inn (which was on
the site of the Grosvenor Hotel). John was a negotiator
and sometime Bailiff. The 1798 Directory describes
some of John’s involvement in local election practices.
‘The electors have no particular patron but Mr Bucket is a
leading man amongst them. There were frequent petitions
to Parliament on the score of bribery from this place, for
either this Borough is more open to corruption or that it is
more shameless in the exercise of it.’

As Bailiff, John
Bucket could not
take bribes. It is
said that during the
electoral negotia-
tions he appointed
his ostler as Bailiff
and walked in front
of him carrying the
mace, which was
Essex Strode’s
bribe. John is
known to gather
would-be election
candidates at The
Wheatsheaf Hotel
at Popham and ride

to and from the inn to continue negotiations until a
suitable bribe for votes was attained. Typically this
would be about 70 to 80 guineas per vote. John Cater
and John Scott were returned in 1790 by paying 70
guineas per vote. John Bucket’s notoriety is as well-
known as the epitaph on his gravestone in Old St Pe-
ter’s churchyard.

Stockbridge as a Parliamentary Borough

[Continued on page 23]
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Our volunteers on the day are absolutely superb and
entirely invaluable - if you would like to be involved in
TnA 2019, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at
volunteers@tnastockbridge.co.uk.

After seven years on the TnA committee, the last
three as lead Project Manager, Tania Casey is hanging
up her Trout Hi-Vis, so if anyone would be interested
in picking up the baton and continuing to develop a
great event with an exceptional committee team
please do give her an email or call on
info@tnastockbridge.co.uk or 07985 106316. Tania
would personally like to thank the committee and the
Stockbridge community for all of their help over the
years – it’s been a ball.  Here’s to the future of Trout
’n About!               Tania Casey

I like a teacher who gives you something to take home to think about . . .

Trout ’n About is over
for another year, and
Sunday 5 August 2018
proved to be another
brilliant (if very hot!)
day on Stockbridge
High Street. People
flocked to see
Stockbridge in all its
glory and enjoyed over
100 stalls showcasing

the very best of local food, produce and crafts. The
King Alfred Buses did a great job of ferrying people up
and down the High Street and the Kids Zone on the
football field was abuzz with live music, Nordic
walking, interactive art and of course Juggling Jake and
children’s rides.

We are delighted
that the event has
raised a record
amount of money
for local causes
and charities.

Our volunteers
will be nominating
causes that are
close to their heart in the coming weeks, after which
voting and a donations evening in the Town Hall will
take place.

The TnA committee would like to thank our 2018
sponsors; Leckford Estate, Hildon Water, Savills, Test
Valley Borough Council and WDPJ Media for their
support (the 1600 bottles of Hildon water were
snapped up on the day!) and also the Stockbridge
community for helping us make Trout ‘n About the
wonderful event it has become.

2018

Colour page

mailto:sophie@labelladonna.co.uk
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. . . besides homework. (Lily Tomlin)

STOCKBRIDGE CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS 2018 – AGAIN

In the June edition of the Parish Magazine I wrote to
say that Sophie Walters and Jane Young of La Bella
Donna, who have run Stockbridge Christmas for a
number of years, were still happy to run the event for
2018.  Sadly since then they have decided that it is just
too much work and that there is insufficient support
from traders, residents and organisations in the village.
I felt it was therefore important that I should correct
the position and set out what I understand will now
happen.

The trees and lights purchased by residents and traders
will be installed in November as usual but thereafter
they will have to be stored for the future by the
owners and installed by them.  Stockbridge Christmas will
give the lights and star that usually go on the large
Christmas tree in front of St Peter’s Church, to
Stockbridge Parish Council in the hope that the PC will
erect and decorate a tree there. The lights for the trees
outside the Town Hall are owned by the Town Hall
Committee so it is hoped that they will put up the
lights on those trees.

The lights in front of the public lavatories, and in front
of the fire station, the lights on the tree on the BT land,
and those for the trees outside the White Hart and
Lillie’s Tea Rooms need someone or some organisation
to install.  Stockbridge Parish Council has put the item
of Christmas Lights on the Agenda for their next
meeting on 20th September so that may offer a
glimmer of hope.

So I have to report, with some sadness, that unless a
group of people or an existing organisation is able to
take on the Christmas event, Stockbridge may be lit up
but there will be no event for switching on the lights,
seeing Father Christmas or drinking a glass of prosecco.
On a happier note I am sure you will all be delighted to
learn that Stockbridge Christmas is making a presentation
in the near future to the Alex Lewis Trust in the sum of
£7,500 - the profit made from last year’s Stockbridge
Christmas event.

For further information please contact
sophie@labelladonna.co.uk

Jean Boney

A quote from Isaac Asimov

There is a cult of ignorance in the United States, and
there always has been. The strain of anti-
intellectualism has been a constant thread winding its
way through our political and cultural life, nurtured
by the false notion that democracy means that ”my
ignorance is just as good as your knowledge”.

Isaac Asimov 1920-1992)

He was certainly involved in corrupt practices but his
epitaph suggests an affection for him by those who
erected it.

In 1793 Joseph Foster Barham became the MP for
Stockbridge. He was a successful candidate several
times from 1802 until 1831 when the constituency was
abolished.  Joseph made his fortune by some nefarious
dealings in the East India Company.  The Town Hall
was built in 1790 by Joseph Foster Barham and George
Porter as an election bribe.  This wonderful gift to the
town is still in constant use today.  Joseph also built
two rows of terraced cottages in Nelson Terrace and
Trafalgar Street.  These cottages were demolished in
the 1970s and replaced with modern cottages in the
renamed Trafalgar Way and Nelson Close.

Nearby, Old Sarum, mainly a defunct medieval
borough, retained the right to return two MPs
although by the 17th Century there was no one living
there. Votes were cast in a booth in a cornfield by
absentee tenants of burgage plots appointed by the
lord of the manor and for this reason it became the
most notorious management borough in the land.
Thomas Pitt, enriched with a fortune dubiously made
in Madras was much attracted to this way of providing
himself and his family with a route into Parliament. Pitt
purchased Old Sarum in 1686 for £1,500 and his
successors sold it in 1802 for £65,000. Thomas’s son,
Robert succeeded him as MP for Old Sarum for 5
years, although his father berated him for the money
he had spent to get elected. Robert died just months
after his father and it was William Pitt’s elder brother,
Thomas, who inherited the estates including Old
Sarum. Thomas became a soldier before the five
voters of Old Sarum sent him to Westminster.
William Pitt, Pitt the Elder, was MP for Old Sarum in
1735 and became Prime Minister in 1751.

By the 19th Century Stockbridge was no more than a
village and Old Sarum, with no inhabitants, had no case
for survival as a constituency. They were both abol-
ished as separate constituencies by the Great Reform
Act in 1832.    Jill Goodwin

[Continued from page 21]

mailto:sophie@labelladonna.co.uk
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The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say . . .

Good Meat
Means
Good
Health

JOHN ROBINSON
High class Family Butcher

High Street,
STOCKBRIDGE
Hants SO20 6HF

Displayed cooked meats, salmon,
private functions, barbecues,

 corporate catering, local deliveries
 and a full selection of prime

 quality meat.

Telephone 01264 810609
Facsimile 01264 810957



25

Geoff Merritt remembers:

Worzel Gummidge

Gateway to Stockbridge Common Marsh

Worzel Gummidge and the two kids, John and Sue Peters,
at the start of the Marsh path in 1980.  On the right is the
wall of the now demolished Stockbridge Butchery/ Chatter-
box Flowers.

I am sure most of the readers of this magazine are
familiar with the comings and goings of the film crew
during the making of the TV series Worzel
Gummidge, (1979-1981).

Many places were used throughout the Town,
including the then Caravan Cafe (Prego Deli), Bridge
House (Orvis), Stockbridge House (Woodfire),
Chuckles (Hero) and For Goodness Sake (Mokaya
Cocoa among others.

While filming, the cast and crew’s canteen van was
situated in the Greyhound (on the Test) car park,  but
most were tempted to have their lunches in the
Caravan Cafe Restaurant, where I once sat and had
mine with Norman Bird (Mr. Braithwaite).

Stockbridge shopkeepers were pleased to accept stars
of TV, film and radio into their shops, we saw the likes
of  Jimmy Jewel, Lorraine Chase. Bernard Cribbins,
Jon Pertwee, Mike Berry, Geoffrey Bayldon, Megs
Jenkins, Una Stubbs, Joan Sims, Michael Ripper among
others who graced the streets and our autograph
books.

. . . ‘The children are now working as if I did not exist'. Maria Montessori

Stockbridge Primary
and Pre-School News

Did you, your children or a relative
attend our school?

We are hoping to create a collection of photos from
as far back as we can gather of children who attended
our school.

We would like to include:
● Class photos
● Informal photos
● Whole school photos
● Photos of events at school

If you have anything you wouldn’t mind us taking a
copy of, we would be very grateful.

Please contact the school office on 01264 810550 or
by email adminoffice@stockbridge.hants.sch.uk

Another way in which you could support our school is
by joining us as a School governor - see advert below.

St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge

Fiction & non-fiction.  Paper & hard covers.
All at reasonable prices in aid of Charity.

Donations of unwanted books always welcome
The Church is open daily.

You are welcome to come and browse
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The teacher who is indeed wise does not bid you enter the house of his wisdom . . .

A. H. CHEATER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Personal attention from
Simon & Michael Peace

and Giles Sadd

122 The Hundred
ROMSEY
SO51 8BY

Tel: (01794) 513393
www.ahcheater.co.uk

24 hour service
Private Chapels of Rest

Pre-payment Plans available
Monumental Masonry Service

Good Lady Cleaner
I will clean your home from
top to bottom.
Very good references
25 years’ experience.
Trustworthy and reliable and I
cover all villages.
Used to all pets.

Phone Lynn 01264 366037
or Mobile 07843 112269

NATURAL
BALANCE

HATHA YOGA & HOLISTIC
THERAPIES

Sports & Deep Tissue Massage
Soft Tissue Release Techniques

Bowen Therapy
Neuro-Structural Integration Technique

Remedial & Relaxation Massage
Indian Head Massage – Reiki

Hopi Ear Candling
Postural Training - Yoga Therapy

YOGA CLASSES (1:1 & small groups)

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Call: 07761 561 822
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. . . but rather leads you to the threshold of your mind. (Khalil Gibran)

Letters

Charges on Debit Credit Cards
Recently in a local shop our daughter challenged a
shop keeper over the payment for her goods. She had
chosen to pay by credit card but the goods totalled
under the ‘£5 limit’ and the shopkeeper stressed that
a charge would be made to the customer. After a
short discussion the shopkeeper backed down and
apologised for any misunderstanding. Even so I’m not
sure if it is generally known that such charges were
banned on credit and debit cards by the Government
on January 13th 2018.

 I had no idea until our daughter pointed this out to
us and I’d therefore like to make others aware that
some businesses still attempt to flout this law due to
ignorance on the part of the general public.

Margaretha Northam

(Editors: Many thanks to Margaretha for bringing this issue
to the attention of our readers.

For the full story we suggest that readers look at
MoneySavingExpert.com where the implications of this
ban, including how it relates to business credit cards, are
discussed.

Helen Saxon, chief product analyst at MSE.com says,
‘Scrapping card surcharges may be good news – hopefully
it will mean an end to surprise charges at the end of a
purchase, making it easier for people to compare the
prices of hotels, concert tickets and more. However it may
be that we see the amount that used to be charged in
credit card fees popping up elsewhere, for example in
booking or transaction fees, or even in the price of goods
or services’.

It is explained that companies can still set a minimum for
card payment, and also warns that, while the majority of
‘big names’ will keep accepting credit and debit cards, some
smaller retailers and other firms may stop as they will
struggle to absorb the costs associated with card payments).

Zimmertown on Test

McCarthy and Stone want to build an estate
Where people retiring could dwell.
Yet they seem to think we will say ‘That’s just great’?
To most of us it seems like hell.

To start with they’ll push through the settlement line
Which shows where new building is banned
And drive down a meadow that’s on a flood plain
A field that’s amenity land.

Just why would we welcome a hundred new grey-
bours
All needing some medical aid?
They’d add to the over-pressed Surgery’s labours
‘Your GP appointment’s delayed’.

More oldies when we’ve twice the UK rate now
Would make us an OAP ghetto.
What we say is ‘Pushchairs not Wheelchairs’ and how!
That ought to be Stockbridge’s motto

They plan a large car park upon the flood plain
Compressing the soil that’s below it.
And thus make it hard for flood-water to drain
So buildings all round might soon know it.

They say that two years is the time it will take
Of noise, traffic, dirt and of dust.
Yet few in our town think it ices their cake
And none of us think it’s a must.

So it’s ‘no’ to McCarthy and twice ‘no’ to Stone.
‘Go find a new site that’s quite near.
Then cream off some oldies from out of this town,
So we can have younger ones here’.

Hugh Saxton

First Day At School
Billy gets home from his
first day at school and his
mother asks him
“What did they teach you
at school today?”
“They taught us how to
write, “says Billy.
“Oh that’s clever,” his
mother replies, “What did
you write?”
“I don’t know”, says Billy  “They haven’t taught us
to read yet!”

Art History
in Stockbridge Town Hall

Art in Italy: From Roman Mosaics to the
14th Century Frescos of Giotto
A 5-week course on Tuesdays from

October 23 - November 20, 1.00pm - 3.30pm

Tutor: Hendrika Foster MA
Cost £85

For further details and to enrol for the course,
please contact Hendrika - phone 01962 774707

or email Hendrika-foster@hotmail.co.uk



Most of us end up with no more than five or six people who remember us . . .
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The Mid-Test Benefice Update
The Benefice Profile, the document providing all the
key information about the Benefice and Parishes is
now almost ready.  It has been approved by the
Archdeacon, the Wardens and the Patron from the
Lord Chancellor’s Office.  A formal meeting, called a
Section 11 meeting, is to be held on 28 August.  At
that meeting the document will receive formal
approval from all the PCCs from the proposed
Benefice, who also agreed who the parish
representatives will be for the interviewing panel.

Assuming all is approved by the Section 11 meeting,
the advertisement for a new Rector/Vicar will be
published in September, with a closing date of 11
October 2018.  The shortlisting will take place on 14
October and the interviews are planned for 4 and 5
December 2018.

So, the long period of vacancy is almost coming to an
end.   We hope we will have a new rector/vicar in
place by Easter 2019.

Thanks are due to all who are working hard in
maintaining church services and church work.   We
continue to need prayers for the recruitment process,
for good candidates and a positive appointment.

Maddie Hedley

St Nicholas’
Leckford

Leckford Chancel
Roof
We have moved forward a little with this project in
that we have had a bat survey.  That was exciting!
No-one saw any bats but we are assured that we have
pipistrelles and long eared bats.  It puts a different
meaning to 'having bats in your belfry' which I have
had for years (or so my husband used to tell me!)
We are still awaiting a specification from the architect
. . . then we can proceed with quotes and grant
applications.

Leckford Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 21
October at 6.00.pm. and Rev. Bob Green is going to
take it for us.   All traditional stuff with well-known
hymns and a glass or two of something afterwards!
Do come and join us.

Dawn
           Churchwarden

(Linda is taking a break this month)

September, and family life will be getting back to
normal and many of our young people will be heading
off to college and university. This is always a good
time to re-visit quick and simple suppers that involve a
minimum number of pots and pans. If speed is of the
essence you can always try serving this with a sachet
of quick rice – 2 minutes in the microwave. Enjoy!

Thai Curry (Serves 3-4)
This basic recipe can be adapted to include your favourite
meat, fish or vegetables.

Ingredients
2-3 tbsps red Thai curry paste
2.5cm (1inch) fresh root ginger, finely chopped
50g (2oz) cashew nuts
400ml tin coconut milk
3 carrots, cut into thin batons
1 broccoli head, cut into small florets
Handful of fresh coriander (to taste)
Zest and juice of 1 lime
2 large handfuls of leaves (spinach or lettuce such as
Iceberg or Little Gem)

Method
Heat a wok or large pan over a medium heat. Stir in
curry paste, ginger, and cashews nuts (and/or your
chosen serving of cubed meat or fish). Fry for about 3
minutes (or until meat is looking cooked).
Add coconut milk, then bring to boil. Stir in carrots,
reduce heat and simmer for 5 minutes.
Add broccoli florets and simmer for a further 3-5
minutes until vegetables are cooked to taste.
Stir in coriander, lime zest and juice and leaves.
Check seasoning and serve with rice.

Recipe Corner

All I really need to know
All I really need to know about how to live and
what to do and how to be, I learned in
kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the
graduate-school mountain but there in the sand pile
at Sunday school. These are the things I learned.
These are the things you already know.

● Share everything
● Play fair
● Don’t hit people
● Put things back where you found them
● Clean up your own mess
● Don’t take things that aren’t yours
● Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody.

Robert Fulghum
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. . . teachers have 1000's of people who remember them for the rest of their lives. (Andy Rooney).
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St Peter’s
Stockbridges

Our summer fund
raising is so weather
dependent and
sometimes we must be
careful what we wish for – July was almost too hot,
and we hoped August would be cooler but perhaps
not as windy and wet as the weekend for Gardens
Open!  However, as David Barnes writes, raising
£4,000 means it was a success and thank you to
everyone involved. £1,000 was from our renowned
“Teas” and special thanks to Janet and David Williams
for leading the arrangements.

A week later and the heat had returned for Trout &
About and St. Peter’s assumed a traditional role and
became a much-needed refuge and water stop for
many visitors throughout the day.  They appreciated
the coolness inside the church and were able to see
the TbNT Silhouettes and read all the information,
kindly provided by Jill Goodwin, about the service men.

The day had started with the bells ringing to announce
an open air service led by Sue Holligan who gave an
interesting talk about the Mayfly and the importance
of the ecological river system of the Test.  Dawn
Williams played the keyboard so that we could all
enjoy singing well known hymns on the lawn.  Jill and
David Barnes kindly supplied coffee and biscuits
afterwards, which many more than the congregation
came into the church to share.  They raised over £40
in donations and this, together with money put into
the wall safe on the day for There But Not There
meant that we raised our final £100.

Saturday 18th August was our first Bric-a-Brac Sale
outside the church. Members of the PCC were joined
by Tony Sheppard, our “top seller”, who had some
lovely pictures to sell, and Briar Phillips for Church

Mouse Books. Refreshments were provided by Pamela
Clarke and Joan Evans, assisted by Carol Padgham.  It
wasn’t a very busy Saturday in Stockbridge.  However
in the two hours we raised £304 and Briar also raised
funds for C M Books. The week before Amy and Ivy,
two of the Barnes grandchildren had run a “Pop up
Shop” outside Touchwood – ALL DAY! – and
amazingly raised £40 for St Peter’s – well done
everyone.  An event we will repeat and one which all
ages can take part in to contribute to St. Peter’s, as
our photographs show!

September will have the usual pattern of services.
Please remember that the Harvest “Bring and Share
Lunch” after the Harvest Festival service is on 23rd
September. Angela McMeekin (810236) will be
co-ordinating the lunch arrangements, so please let
her know if you are coming and what you will bring to
share – thank you.                Barbara North

Harvest Festival Service
We are pleased to be welcoming Archdeacon Dr
Peter Rouch, who will be leading our Harvest
Service on 23 September at 10.45am. Please do
come along and meet him and hear the message he
has for us as we celebrate the harvest.

it would  also be good if you could bring along some
harvest produce or tinned food for us to take to
Andover Food Bank, for those very much less
fortunate than ourselves.  Please do come and enjoy
this special service.

As mentioned above, following the service there will
be a Bring & Share Harvest Lunch to which all
would be most welcome.



No bubble is so iridescent or floats longer  . . .
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St Mary’s
Longstock

The Column for August 2018

Baptisms

Sunday 12 August
The Baptism of Harrison Michael Hartridge
Alexander Haworth took place at 12 noon at St
Mary’s Church, Longstock.   The dachshund Axle
Rose received a blessing.

Sunday 26 August
The Baptism of Jaxson Stubbs took place at 1.00pm
at St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge.

Weddings

Saturday 4 August
The Wedding of Ben Stokes and Kelly Rawlings
took place at 12.30pm at St Peter’s Church,
Stockbridge.

Funerals

Friday 24 August
The funeral service for June Gibbons took place in
St Peter’s Church, Stockbridge at 12.30pm.

Prayer for September
Time flies by – not long since the longest day
And now harvest is almost done.
Long hot days of summer.
Rain, a needed and longed for luxury.
But whatever the weather, we thank you Lord.
Thank you for the sunny days
The sun on the waves
The excitement of the holidays
The love of family and friends.
And we thank you that we care –
Care about the amount of plastic waste
Care about what we throw away
Care about the tragic wars overseas.
We remember 100 years ago that the
Great War was coming to a close.
Thank you for the bravery of those who fought
Thank you for those who kept things going at home.
So today – thank you for our blessings
May we always care and always try to do better.

Amen

Sunday 29 July was the
date of the first Benefice
Service for the proposed
new Mid-Test Benefice and was held in St Mary’s
Church, Longstock.  Over 65 people attended the
service and it was wonderful to see so many chatting
and finding out about each other.  The next Benefice
Service will be at St Mary’s Broughton on Sunday
30 September, starting at 10am.

August was quiet, apart from the excitement of bell
ringing, visiting ringers and TV cameras on 18 and 19
August. The piece about the campaign ‘Ringing
Remembers’ was featured on BBC South Today on
Sunday evening 19 August at 6.50pm. The reporter
and cameras were at the Church for around two and
a half hours.  The piece shown lasted just 3 minutes
but it was good to see the church and the bells on TV
– with wisdom shared by Mary Saunders.

Saturday 1 September - Longstock Fete, to be
held on the recreation ground, starting at 12.30pm.
There will be much to see and do, with many of the
usual attractions and some new ones.  Please come if
you can to hunt for bric-a-brac and books. Teas, BBQ
and Bar will also be available as well as entertainment
for the children.  The weather forecast so far is good
– sunny intervals with a gentle breeze.  Sounds
perfect.

Sunday 9 September - Patronal Service for St
Mary This year the theme will be of thanksgiving for
the lives of people who lived and worked in Longstock
and contributed to the life of the church.  Especially
celebrating those who died in the last 8 years or so.
Canon Graham Trasler is returning to take this
service, which will start at 9.30am.  Many invitations
have been posted, but all are welcome.  It will be a
special service and everyone will have the chance to
light a candle, if they so wish, in remembrance of a
loved one.

Sunday 7 October - Harvest Festival.   The
service will start at 5.00pm and the church will be
beautifully decorated in celebration of Harvest.  After
the service, all being well, there will be a Harvest
Supper in Longstock Village Hall, but a few volunteers
are needed to help with this.  Last year we had a Hog
Roast. This year we need to plan something exciting
so please contact Maddie on 810284 if you can offer
help planning, setting up the hall, preparing the supper
and or providing a pudding or any of the many other
tasks involved.    Many thanks.



. . . than that blown by the successful teacher. (William Oster)
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Church Diary for September 2018

Hampshire Downs RC Parish
St Thomas More

Stockbridge Services - Sundays at 9.00am

Sundays and other Church ServicesWeekdays

Saturday 1 September
12.30pm Longstock Fete at Longstock
     Recreation Ground

Friday 7 September
5.00pm   St Mary, Longstock.  The wedding
     rehearsal for Stuart Cameron and
     Joanna Kettle

Saturday 8 September
All Day   Ride and Stride round churches (not
     Longstock)
12noon   St Mary, Longstock.  The Wedding of
     Stuart Cameron and Joanna Kettle

Sunday 9 September
9.00am   Registration for Fun Run at Stockbridge
10.30am Start of Stockbridge 10k and 2k Fun Run

Wednesday 12 September
7.30pm   Longstock PCC at 1 Chattis Hill

Saturday 15 September
7.00pm   Roger Owens, Piano Recital for
     Stockbridge Music at St Peter’s Church

Monday 17 September
7.30pm   Stockbridge PCC in St Peter’s Church

Tuesday 18 September
10.30am  Study Day.  Kingdom Parables at
     Mottisfont House
7.30pm   Meeting LLS Wardens at Medlar
     Cottage

Thursday 27 September
12.30pm   Longstock Lunches at Longstock
      Village Hall

2 September   Trinity 14     Green
8.00am    Leckford   Said Holy Communion

Revd Bob Green
10.45am  Stockbridge   Mattins     Revd Bob Green
3pm         Stockbridge Sunday Teas at St Peter's
      Church - All welcome

9 September    St Mary      White
(Trinity 15   Green)
9.30am   Longstock   Special Patronal
     Thanksgiving Service

         Canon Graham Trasler
10.45am  Stockbridge   Parish Communion

Revd Arthur Croad

16 September     Trinity 16     Green
8.00am   Old St Peter   Said Holy Communion

Revd Warwick Heathcote
9.30am    Longstock  Morning Worship   MH
10.45am  Stockbridge  All Age Worship LWL
6.00pm   Leckford   Evensong   Revd Bob Green

23 September       Trinity 17    Green
(Harvest at Stockbridge)
9.15am   Longstock    Parish Communion

Revd Bob Green
10.45am  Stockbridge  Harvest Festival

The Ven Dr Peter Rouch
The service is followed by Harvest Lunch

30 September     Trinity 18      Green
10.00am  Benefice Service at St Mary’s
     Broughton



Chilbolton Chair Company
Makers & upholsterers of fine quality furniture

● Bespoke hand made furniture
● Complete re-upholstery of all furniture
● Supply of a wide range of fabrics
● Curtains, blinds, soft furnishings
● Stock items available for sale

Unit 12B, Stonefield Park, Chilbolton SO20 6BL
Tel: 01264 861117

email: info@chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk
Mobile: 07582 850810 or 07961 800601

www.chilboltonchaircompany.co.uk


